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Jacksonville Human Rights Commission Meeting

Tuesday, October 12, 2010

MINUTES

	Commissioners Present:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.
William “Casey” Bulgin

Cristina “Tina” Comstock

Susan Harthill, Esq.
Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Yvonne McClain

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.

Maria Taylor

Dennis Wade

Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Dottie Wilson

	Commissioners Absent:
	Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Michael Wachholz, Chair

Mitchel “Mitch” Weiss

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Michael Wedner, Esq., Deputy Counsel

Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary


I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Isabelle Lopez, Vice Chair.
II. Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance


IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Cindy Watson to approve the September 14, 2010 minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Casey Bulgin.  The motion passed unanimously.

V. Old Business
A.  Police & Community Relations Special Investigation
      Commissioner Wade stated the committee was going to relook at the final
      report and possibly revise or add to it.  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director,
      stated that the report was submitted to the full body for adoption and that it is 
      not within the purview of the committee to now pull the report back without
      Commission approval.  Commissioner Wade, Chair of the Committee,
      stated the report is not inclusive and, in his opinion, is too narrowly focused.  
      Commissioner Cindy Watson made a motion to accept the report as it stands
      and going forward, create a supplemental report.  The motion was seconded by 
      Commissioner Yvonne McClain.   A vote was taken.  The motion passed 8 to 4 in
       favor of accepting the report.
      
VI. Committee Reports
A.  Community Dialogue Ad Hoc Committee
      Commissioner Dennis Wade stated the UNF survey on religious tolerance would 
      be conducted during the October/November timeframe.  The committee 
      would like to be proactive in moving forward with planning for dissemination of 
      the survey results.  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, suggested that at the 
      next meeting a discussion take place regarding what action the committee 
      wants to make regarding dissemination of the survey results.  It was also 
      suggested that Commissioner Michele Rollins, Chair of the Communications 
      Committee, attend the next Ad Hoc Committee scheduled for November 1, 
      2010, at 12:15 p.m.

B.  Employment
      Commissioner Watson stated the committee reviewed and edited the research 
      survey regarding barriers of employment.  Professor Jeff Will, UNF, will attend 
      the Committee’s November meeting to review the edits.  The committee is also 
      working on putting a document together from the interviews conducted with 
      various business leaders on the topic of best employment practices.  A draft was
      passed around to the Commissioners for review.  The committee discussed how 
      to disseminate the information, i.e. having a Brown Bag Lunch and partnering 
      with the Chamber of Commerce. 

C.  Legislative & Rules
      Commissioner Watson stated that Professor Pingee, Florida Coastal School of 
      Law, is available to speak at the GLBT Workshop regarding sexuality and the
      law.  This workshop is for Commissioners who feel they need more information on
      how making changes to the local ordinances would play out in the community 
      around the legal issues.  Possible dates for the two hour workshop will be sent 
      through Meeting Wizard to determine Commissioner’s availability.
      

D.  Communications Committee
      Commissioner Michele Rollins, Chair, recommended that the committee 
      continue to meet with the City Council regarding duplication of effort between
      the JHRC and EEOC.  It was also recommended that an information workshop
      for the Commissioners be held regarding the differences between local, state
      and federal laws.  In addition, Melissa Ross, NPR Reporter, will be asked to attend 
      the November meeting to identify what the committee could be doing to 
      communicate better.      

VII. Executive Director’s & Staff Reports
Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, thanked the Executive Committee for the
Staff Appreciation Luncheon and Commissioners for making phone calls during
the budget approval process.  She also asked Committee Chairs to provide
information on committee accomplishment/highlights for the year and plans are for fiscal year 2011.  This can be put out on the website and the Communications Committee can use the information when meeting with others.  Ms. Hill also asked the Commissioners to help staff determine how to better communicate with them.
Staff reductions have had an impact on getting some assignments done in a timely
manner and we have had an increase in the number of committees that must be staffed.  Ideas on how to work more efficiently and effectively were solicited. 

VIII. Chair’s Report
Commissioner Lopez, Vice Chair, asked about the status of the Housing and Public Accommodation Committee.  Commissioner O’Connor stated he had volunteered to Chair the Committee and asked for additional members.

Commissioner Harthill stated that the Florida Coastal School of Law may be able
to provide an intern for the JHRC to help with the investigative efforts.  Michael Wedner, Deputy Counsel, will inquire whether he could supervise the intern.

The Commissioners discussed reducing the number of current committees to
three or four.  The Executive Committee will review the committee structure
at its next meeting.
  
IX. Announcements

X. Adjournment

    The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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