Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

Date:  July 31, 2012
Time:  6:00 p.m.

Present: 
Ed Perez, Patricia Solo-Josephson, Ricardo Bedoya, Paul Martinez, Ida Gropper, Carmen Mantay, Rafael Caldera, Mario Decunto. 
Staff Present: Ana Andreu
Welcome:  Ed called the meeting to order and welcomed the new members.
Minutes Approval – Minutes were approved by majority.
Committee Reports
Health & Welfare – Patricia Solo-Josephson, M.D.
Public Safety – Ricardo Bedoya
Education – Ida Gropper
Public Relations/Economic Development – Paul Martinez
Old Business

Achieving the Dream – 

· There was a meeting between the Mayor’s office and the First Coast Hispanic Chamber to discuss the scholarship event.  

· The relationship between the FCHCC and MHAAB was almost lost, but per the Mayor’s request, MHAAB will continue to support and participate in the Achieving the Dream event.  The Mayor has committed $15,000.00 to the scholarships and the event.

· Ed and Leon have raised $5,000 and this money has already been forwarded to the Chamber.

· Ida will continue to be the liaison between the MHAAB and FCHCC for this event.

· The ATD event will be held on October 11th, and 10 scholarships will be awarded to students that day.

· Ida stated that last year there was no press coverage on this event.  We need to get some public relations to assist on getting more sponsors.

Hispanic Heritage Month

Some of the other events that will take place during Hispanic Heritage Month are:

· Community Fair – September 22 at UNF

· Jaguar Game with Hispanic pregame activities – September 30

· Several round tables with the Mayor and selected members of the Hispanic community.

· Open House at City Hall where Hispanic leaders will be recognized.  The Mayor’s Office has requested MHAAB’s assistance to review the applications and to select the Hispanic leaders to be recognized.

· Betzy stated that the website is being developed for Hispanic Heritage Month – coj.net/esmivida.
New Business
Chairs for the Committees were named by the Chair. Dr. Solo Josephson will head the Health and Welfare; Ricardo Bedoya will continue on Public Safety; Ida Gropper is assigned to Education, and Paul will head the Public Relations and Economic Development.
Each committee will present an idea during the August meeting and submit the to a vote. Some of the proposals for projects are:


· Carmen suggested developing an abandoned building to provide a space for struggling minority businesses.  Betzy provided Carmen some information on a couple of organization that are providing these services.

· Ida proposed the demographic study that had been suggested last year.  This will help the board identify areas of need within the community.

It was suggested to create three task forces to determine what the focus should be for the rest of the year: Access to healthcare; violence and safety, and chronic disease. After some discussion, Paul made a motion to take violence and safety as the topic to focus, but it was later amended for the focus to be Access to Healthcare.  Patty will bring some ideas for the next meeting.

Next Meeting

Next Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting will be on 8/27/12 at 6:00 p.m. 
Meeting Adjourned

Minutes Prepared by:  Ana Andreu, Administrative Assistant   
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