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Jacksonville Human Rights Commission Meeting

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

MINUTES

	Commissioners Present:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.
William “Casey” Bulgin

Cristina “Tina” Comstock

Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Susan Harthill, Esq.

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Maria Taylor

Michael Wachholz, Chair

Dennis Wade

Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

Dottie Wilson

	Commissioners Absent:
	Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Yvonne McClain

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.

Mitchel “Mitch” Weiss

	Staff Present:
	Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Roslyn Mixon-Phillips, Dir., Recreation & Community Services
Sherry Hall, Policy Director

Michael Wedner, Esq., Deputy General Counsel

Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary

	Staff Absent:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director


I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12 noon by Michael Wachholz, Chair.
II. Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance


IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Dottie Wilson to approve the August 10, 2010 minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Cindy Watson.  The motion passed unanimously


V. Old Business
A.  FY2010 Budget Update
      Sherry Hall, Policy Director, addressed the Commission with an update on the
      FY11 budget.  

B.  Police & Community Relations Special Investigation Report
      Michael Wachholz, Chair, stated the decision of what to do with the
      findings of the investigative report will be deferred until the next meeting.  The
      committee will meet and bring back its recommendation to the Commission at
      the next meeting.  Commissioner Wachholz asked if anyone on the committee
      would like to volunteer to fill the vacancy of committee chair.  Commissioner
      Wade volunteered.


VI. Committee Reports
A.  Ad Hoc Committee
      Commissioner Wade reported that Professor Harwood, Dr. Thomas and Mr. 
      Nicholas Seaton from the Public Opinion Research Laboratory at UNF met with 
      the committee to discuss the religious tolerance survey questions. The survey 
      concerns religious attitudes and perceptions in Jacksonville.  The survey must be 
      approved by the Institutional Review Board at UNF.  This process will take six 
      weeks to complete.  Approximately 6,500 individuals will be contacted to obtain 
      500 completed responses.

B.  Employment
      Commissioner Watson stated the committee began reviewing the research
      survey on unemployment.  The committee is also working on putting a document
      together from the interviews conducted with various business leaders on the 
      topic of best employment practices.

C.  Legislative & Rules
      Commissioner Watson reviewed the GLBT Reference Guide binder that was
      distributed to all Commissioners.  This guide will be used as a resource going 
      forward to develop an action plan to amend the city ordinance to include the 
      GLBT community as a protected class.  Commissioner Bulgin, Committee Chair,
      announced that a workshop will be scheduled for the Commissioners.  The
      purpose of the workshop is to have an open discussion regarding this issue.




VII. Executive Director’s & Staff Reports
Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director, stated that in addition to staff reductions,
an investigator has resigned.  As a result, the employment team has been working
hard to complete its federal contract.
  
VIII. Chair’s Report
Michael Wachholz, Chair, announced that Commissioner O’Connor has agreed
to chair the Housing and Public Accommodations Committee.
  
IX. Announcements
Commissioner Ken Middleton announced that he has joined the twelve-week
Citizen’s Police Academy.

Commissioner Dan O’Connor stated that he wanted to thank Robert Ortiz, Sr. Housing and Public Accommodations Investigator, for speaking at the First Coast Disability Advocates meeting.  Mr. Ortiz gave an overview of the JHRC and his role as an investigator.

October 4, 2010 @ 12:15 p.m.………...Community Dialogue Ad Hoc Committee
October 5, 2010 @ 11:00 a.m……………………………….Employment Committee
October 5, 2010 @   2:00 p.m….……..Police & Community Relations Committee
October 7, 2010 @   3:00 p.m………………..………..Communications Committee
October 12, 2010 @ 11:15 p.m………………………………….Executive Committee
October 12, 2010 @ 12 Noon……………………………………Commission Meeting

 NOTE:  Unless otherwise noted, all committee meetings will be held in the 3rd
 floor Conference Room 3D.

X. Adjournment

    The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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