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HUMAN RIGHTS
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Jacksonville Human Rights Commission Meeting

Tuesday, February 8, 2011
1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

	Commissioners Present:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.

William “Casey” Bulgin

Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Susan Harthill, Esq.
Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Yvonne McClain

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.

Maria Taylor

Michael Wachholz, Chair

Dennis Wade

Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Dottie Wilson

	Commissioners Absent:
	Cristina “Tina” Comstock

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Wane Duckworth, Esq. Asst. General Counsel

Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary


I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Commissioner Michael Wachholz, Chair.
II. Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance


IV. Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the January 11, 2011 were not available for approval.

V. Old Business
There was no old business discussed.


VI. Committee Reports
A.  Community Relations
      Commissioner Dennis Wade stated the UNF survey on religious tolerance was 
      reviewed.  In addition, the committee reviewed a proposal from WJCT regarding
      a program on Civility/Religious Tolerance.   Executive Director Hill stated this 
      proposal consists of a group of panelists who would be asked to write a 500-word 
      white paper on a selected topic.  The paper would be posted on a website and  
      residents can write a response to the topic.  Later on, a televised forum 
      consisting of the panelists and a moderator would be held to talk about the 
      scenarios and issues raised by the people who responded to the panelist’s 
      papers.

      The cost should not be more than $40,000. This cost would include two 
      production managers who would develop the website and materials 
     for use in schools and organizations to have discussions after the event.  The JHRC 
      has some funds for this project.  It was suggested that contact be made with
      the Community Foundation and the du Pont Fund as possible funders. Executive
      Director Hill asked the Commissioners to contact her with any other private or 
      private financial sources they may have. 
     
B.  Employment   
     The committee is partnering with the First Coast Diversity Council to present a      
      brown bag lunch on Strategies to Achieve Workplace Diversity to be held on  
      March 10, 2011.  The panelists will consist of those companies that were 
      interviewed during the summer of 2010.
      
      Commissioner Yvonne McClain reviewed the highlights of the “Examining
      Unemployment Disparities:  Barriers to Employment in Duval County” survey
      that was conducted by the Northeast Florida Center for Community Initiatives at
      University of North Florida.

C.  Housing and Public Accommodations
      No report was given due to the absence of Dan O’Connor, Committee Chair.   
      
D.  Special Legislative Committee
      The committee will work with the Communications Committee (over the next few
      months) to craft an inclusive message on the JHRC.      


E.  Communications Committee
     Commissioner Michele L. A. Rollins, Committee Chair, stated the committee met
     with Ann Schindler, Editor of the Folio Weekly, regarding how to tell the story of 
      the Human Rights Commission.   The committee launch a media campaign 
      focusing on JHRC hot topics.
 
      Possible examples of the topics are:
      
               ■  Where are they Now (stories about former Commissioners)
               ■  Who is the JHRC and What does it do?
               ■  Barriers to Employment Study
               ■  Fair Housing Symposium
               ■  The Health Equity Initiative:  Place Matters
               ■  Religious Tolerance Study (Civility Project)
                       
     The committee will also consist of the chairs of the other JHRC committees,
     Commissioner Casey Bulgin, Commissioner Cindy Watson, Commissioner
     Dennis Wade and Commissioner Dan O’Connor.

     Commissioner Rollins asked that additional topics be sent to Executive Director
     Hill.
  
VII. Executive Director’s & Staff Reports
Save the Date for the 9th Annual Fair Housing Awareness Symposium on Saturday,
April 30, 2011.  It will be held at The Crowne Plaze from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Commissioner Isabelle Lopez will coordinate the professional half-day workshop as it
relates to fair housing.

Executive Director will send a listing of all upcoming mayoral forums to the Commissioners.

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director, introduced Afrvill Thompson, Esq. a volunteer
with the JHRC.

VIII. Chair’s Report
The JHRC is a partner for a Mayoral Forum presented by the Jacksonville Urban
League on Monday, February 28, 2011 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the La Villa
School of Arts.

The Mayor will visit the Commission within the next couple of months.

IX. Announcements
March 1, 2010 @ 11:00 a.m. – Employment Committee Meeting
March 3, 2010 @   2:00 p.m. – Housing and Public Accommodations Committee
March 3, 2010 @  3:00 p.m. – Communications Committee Meeting
March 7,  2010 @ 10:30 a.m. – Community Relations Committee Meeting
March 8, 2010 @ 11:15 a.m. – Executive Committee
March 8, 2010 @ 12:00 p.m. – Monthly JHRC Committee

X. Adjournment

   The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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