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police and Community relations committee

2/10/10

Minutes

Commissioners Present:
William “Casey” Bulgin, Christopher Hazelip, Esq., Dennis Wade, Ken Middleton

Commissioners Absent:
N/A
Excused:  Ed Johnson, Nate Scott

Staff Present: Anthony Butler, Manager, Education and Community Outreach, Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary 

Guests:
	Topic
	Discussion
	Action
	Assigned to /Due Date

	Welcome
	Commissioner Hazelip called the meeting to order.
	
	

	Statement of Purpose
	How are police shootings being reviewed?  Should a citizen’s review board be implemented in Jacksonville? 
	
	

	Summary of Progress
	Commissioner Hazelip, Committee Chair, introduced Dr. Henry Thomas, President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Dr. Michael Hallett, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice and Chair of the Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice at UNF.

Commissioner Hazelip, Committee Chair, stated that this committee was looking into reports of unfair treatment towards the African American community in certain parts of town by police officers.  The primary concern was over police shootings.

The committee decided to talk to people who are involved with police relations in the community, i.e Sheriff Rutherford, Rev. Mark Griffin, Isaiha Rumlin, NAACP and Eddie Staten, National MADD, to get their perspective on unfair treatment of African Americans with regard to police shooting and also their perspective of citizen’s review boards.  Commissioner Hazelip asked that Dr. Hallett and Dr. Thomas also give their perspective regarding this issue.

Dr. Thomas stated that the police relations problem is a problem everywhere in the country.  Part of the power problem is a structural problem;--there is no mechanism, politically, for the community to alter what the sheriff wants to do. This is compounded by the fact that a term limit does not apply in Jacksonville. The sheriff could remain sheriff for life.  

Dr. Hallett stated he would like to see an appointed sheriff along with an independent metropolitan police department to achieve the separation of powers.   He also believes with Dr. Thomas that there is not enough citizen involvement and citizen oversight of the JSO.  

The escalation of shootings directly coincided with the saturation of patrol. Violence escalates as a 

consequence of police saturation. 

Research shows, Citizens’ Review Boards affirm police excess use of force more often than a police review boards because citizens do not know rules of engagement for use of force.  Dr. Hallett recommends an external police officer from FDLE be added to JSO’s review process.   There should also be a civilian representation review board appointed by someone other than the JSO.


Dr. Hallett continued by stating the City Council has a Public Health and Safety Committee that ought to require annual reports from the sheriff, the chief judge, the public defender and the state attorney on the state of criminal justice in the county.  There also ought to be a minority subcommittee under the Public Health and Safety Committee to deal specifically with police community relations in the minority community.  In addition, a mayoral level task force should also be formed to address police community relations in the minority community; especially, due to the lack of authority over the sheriff.  It would provide a voice.

Jacksonville lead the state in homicides for 11 years and leads the state in violence index crimes for 21 years. 


	`
	

	Meeting Dates
	The next meeting date is 2/25/10
	.
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
	
	


