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JACKSONVILLE

HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION



 

Legislative and Rules Committee

Tuesday, February 9, 2009

Minutes

	Commissioners Attending:
	Staff Attending:

	William “Casey” Bulgin, Committee Chair
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

	James B. Crooks, PhD
	Linda Grant-Hunter, Asst. Director

	Maria Taylor
	Michael Wedner, Esq., Asst. General Counsel

	Michael Wachholz, Esq.
	Joan Dolbear, Secretary

	Cindy Watson
	

	Dottie Wilson
	


I. Welcome…………………………………….Commissioner Michael Wachholz


II. Old Business

A. GLBT Initiative – Leon Russell, Director, Pinellas Office of Human Rights
Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, introduced Leon Russell, Director, Pinellas Office of Human Rights.   Mr. Russell was asked to meet with the JHRC Legislative and Rules Committee to discuss the process Pinellas County used in amending its ordinance to add sexual orientation as a protected class in employment, housing and public accommodations. 

Mr. Russell stated the process started with there being an interest amongst the citizens of Pinellas County who approached the County Commission Board requesting that sexual orientation protection be added to its ordinance for employment, housing and public accommodations.  The County Commission Board designated Mr. Russell and the County Attorney to draft a proposed ordinance and also start to develop a pros and cons issue statement for adoption of the amendment, which included sexual orientation, transgender, and sexual identity protection.  Research was conducted on similar adoption in other cities and counties within the state of Florida.

Mr. Russell, the County Attorney and the County Commissioners met with pro and con groups concerning this amendment.  In addition, two hearings were scheduled.  One was to advertise the ordinance, and the second was a public hearing for adoption of the ordinance. There was opposition amongst the County Commission Board to include transgender.

The County Commission Board adopted sexual orientation protection to all three ordinances—employment, housing and public accommodations.  This was amended by adding the two words “sexual orientation” and adding its definition.

The Committee would like to meet with Bruce Barcelo, Strategist Consultant.  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, will schedule the meeting.

III.
New Business


No new business was discusses.

IV.
Next Steps

The next meeting is scheduled for 3/2/10 at 4 p.m.

V.  Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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