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HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION



 

Legislative and Rules Committee
Tuesday, March 2, 2009
Minutes
	Commissioners Attending:
	Staff Attending:

	William “Casey” Bulgin, Committee Chair
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

	James B. Crooks
	Linda Grant-Hunter, Asst. Director

	Cindy Watson
	Michael Wedner, Esq., Asst. General Counsel

	Dottie Wilson
	Joan Dolbear, Secretary

	Commissioners Not Attending:
	

	Maria Taylor
	

	Michael Wachholz, Esq.
	


I. Welcome………….………………Commissioner William  “Casey” Bulgin

II. Old Business
A. GLBT Initiative
Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, stated she can provide a list of cities and counties in Florida that have changed their ordinances.  Some have as ordinance but do not have enforcement mechanisms.

Commissioner Watson believes that the transgender issue should not be taken out of consideration as this group is especially at risk for employment discrimination.  In addition, Commissioner Watson received a call from Nadine Smith, Equality Florida.  Ms. Smith volunteered to be a resource for any questions the Commission may have concerning the experience Pinellas County went through during its ordinance change and to help coordinate the local campaign.  Commissioner Watson believes the community is starting to get engaged.

The Committee discussed developing a document indicating the proposed language changes, why it should be done, who it would affect and why it is important.  Charlene Taylor Hill stated the approach for making the change should be from the perspective of the ordinance and the Commission’s authority.

It was recommended to close the loop with the Mayor concerning making changes to the ordinance before taking the next step.  In addition, It was suggested to meet with Bruce Barcelo, Strategist Consultant, concerning possible strategies to use and how to address the City Council.  Charlene Taylor Hill will schedule the meeting for the next Committee Meeting.

Commissioner Crooks volunteered to draft a document building the case.  The Committee would then add to it.   The draft will be sent to Charlene Taylor Hill and forwarded to the Committee.

Nadine Smith, Equality Florida, will be invited to the 4/13/10 Commission meeting.

III.
New Business

No new business was discussed.
IV.
Next Steps

The next meeting is scheduled for 3/22/10 at 2 p.m.

V.  Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 a.m.
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