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COMMITTEE NAME:  Communications
DATE:  August 5, 2010
Minutes

Commissioners Present:  Commissioner Isabelle Lopez, Esq., Commissioner Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq., Commissioner Dennis Wade
Commissioners Absent:  Commissioner Dan O’Connor
Staff Present:  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary
Guest(s):  Mike Clark, Editorial Page Editor, Florida Times-Union
	Topic
	Discussion
	Action
	Assigned to /Due Date

	I.     Call to Order 
	Commissioner Michele Rollins, Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 3 pm.
	
	

	II.    Building Relationships
       with the Media

	Mike Clark, Editorial Page Editor, Florida Times-Union was invited to attend the meeting to help the committee build a relationship with the media.
Mr. Clark gave an informative overview of his responsibilities at the Florida Times-Union.  The following topics were discussed:
· The lead editorial letter can be no longer than 400 words.
· Letters are edited 

· The Times-Union interviews political candidates and makes recommendations

· It goes out of its way to give a balanced opinion
· The Times-Union wants to get the message out through telling a story with real people and wants to report more positive journalism so they implemented “Good Day Monday.” 
· The news cycle is slow during the summer, Christmas, and weekends and the hot times are April and October.

· Mr. Clark suggested that we build relationships with reporters and rely less on press releases.

· Mr. Clark suggested that the Commission ask news outlets how it wants to receive information—email, telephone.  Mr. Clark prefers to be contacted by email.
· Contact the media about a month ahead regarding wanting coverage at an event, etc.

· Mr. Clark suggested that the JHRC meet with the Editorial Board once a year.
	
	

	III.   Old Business
       A.  Update on E-Blast

       B.  Meeting with City
            Council Update

       C.  Meeting with City
             Boards &  
             Commissions
	Nothing to report regarding when the E-Blast format would be

Completed.
Meetings are taking place with members of the city council.  Commissioner Lopez was asked to meet with Stephen Joost.
No Report
	
	

	IV.   New Business
	No new business to report.
	
	

	V.    Next Steps
	The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 9, 2010.
	
	

	VI.    Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
	
	


[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
- 2 -

