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KSONVILLE. FLORIDA




Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 23, 2012 - 4:30 p.m. 

Mayor’s Large Conference Room
Mission Statement:  To serve as a catalyst for moving all women forward.

Present:    Sandy Bartow, Ellen Glasser, Liza Julao, Teri Ketchum, Deidre Lane, 

      Suzi Lemen, Pixie Larizza, LaDonna Morris, Tammy Morris, 

      Gail Patin, Patt Sher            
Absent:     Donna Ghanayem, Donna Kuldau
Staff:         Alice Checorski
Presentation:  Sandy Cook, Women’s Giving Alliance
I. The April 23, 2012 meeting of the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women was called to order by Suzi Lemen, chair at 4:33 pm.  

II. Suzi welcomed everyone and introduced newly-appointed commissioner Tammy Morris, a 21-year veteran with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.

III. Sandy Cook, Women’s Giving Alliance (WGA), provided background on the organization, which is an initiative of the Community Foundation started ten years ago.  WGA is a grant-making agency for programs, research and advocacy for women and girls.  A total of $10 million has been awarded over the past three years.  This year, a total of $250,000 will be given in the range of $10,000-$75,000 each.  Grant making is research based, with a focus area each year.  This year the focus is mental health.  WGA is funding a major research project in celebration of its 10-year anniversary, “Stronger Voices…Better Lives”, which is an update to “Voices Heard”, which was produced by UNF in 2004.  Findings indicate that more gender-responsive services are now available for girls, but no change in those for women.  Transportation and affordable housing systems need to change.  The perception is that delegations in this part of the state are not very powerful in influencing legislation.  
The research does show that women’s business ownership has increased, infant mortality is lower, educational attainment is improving.  Waverly Academy, a charter school for women focuses on STEM academics (science, technology, engineering and math).  

WGA found that some of the gaps that need more attention are in the areas of mental, physical and reproductive health, access to affordable health care, issues surrounding women veterans, etc.

The Executive Summary of WGA’s report will be released on May 15th.  Links to details on the topics can be found at www.womensgivingalliance.org
The commission thanked Sandy for her presentation and agreed to refer people to the WGA website for additional information.

IV. Ellen Glasser moved to approve the minutes from the March 26, 2012 commission meeting.  Sandy Bartow seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  The minutes were approved as submitted.

V. Chair’s Report

Suzi commented that the Generation W event at UNF was very dynamic and well-attended.  Mayor Brown’s speech was indicative of his support for women in the community.  Suzi liked the venue and asked the commissioners to consider it as a model when planning the Town Hall Forum.  
Suzi reported seeing a newspaper picture of new board members of the First Atlantic Bank in Clay County, which consisted of 3 older white males.  She encouraged the commissioners to speak out when they see an obvious lack of representation by women.  Sandy Bartow will follow up on this.

Nominations for 2012-13 commission offices were collected.  Sandy Bartow and Patt Sher will serve on the nominating committee and reach out to determine if there is interest in serving.  Alice collected the forms and once all have been received by the commissioners who were absent, she will forward to Sandy and Patt for follow up.  A vote will be taken at the May commission meeting.

VI. Committee Reports
· Advocacy & Education
LaDonna reminded the commissioners that Equal Pay Day will be held on Friday, April 27, 2012, 11:30 am-1 pm.  There are a few lunch tickets still available at a cost of $15.  The location is the FSCJ Boardroom, 4th floor of the Downtown Campus.  Wear red!
LaDonna is compiling a notebook of statistics and research reports for the May 21st meeting with Mayor Brown.  Each committee should prepare a report on their goals/accomplishments to be included.  Alice provided updated statistics for the City of Jacksonville compiled by the Human Rights Commission.
· Celebration
Teri had nothing to report since Deidre provided the Women’s History Month wrap up last month.
· Communications
Ellen circulated a draft of Bulletin #7 to the commissioners.  Alice will confirm with Mia Jones as to whether or not to leave Mayor Brown’s name on the bulletin for the next meeting.  Upon approval from the Mayor’s office, Alice will distribute it via email and post it on the web site.  
VII. Town Hall Forum
Sandy, Donna K. and Suzi discussed the Town Hall Forum and scheduling it for March 2013.  They discussed whether or not to have it in addition to the Women’s History Month reception or replace that event with the Forum.  They have identified five target organizations for sponsorship and will ask for $5,000 each.  Ellen, Gail and Patt volunteered to assist with the program.  Deidre offered to help with logistics.  The commissioners agreed that the money has to be secured first.  
VIII. Liaison’s Report

A copy of the current commission budget was distributed.  Alice also reported that there is one commission application in process for approval.  
IX. Old Business

Suzi reminded the commissioners to continue their recruitment of new members.  She suggested Crystal Jones, Teach for America, members of the military and the need for diversity.
X. New Business

LaDonna announced a call for nominations for the Florida Commission on the Status of Women’s Hall of Fame Award which are due July 16th.  Additionally, the Zonta Club of Jacksonville is offering a $1,000 scholarship in the category of Young Women in Public Affairs.  Applications are due June 1, 2012.
XI. Chair’s Closing Remarks
Suzi thanked the commissioners for attending today’s meeting.  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 pm.
Next Commission Meeting with Mayor Brown:
Monday, May 21, 2012 
4:30-6 pm
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