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KSONVILLE. FLORIDA




Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women

Meeting Minutes February 28, 2011 – 4:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:  To serve as a catalyst for moving all women forward.

Present:   Sandy Bartow, Erica Courtney, Ellen Glasser, Liza Julao, Teri Ketchum, 

    Deidre Lane, Suzi Lemen, LaDonna Morris
Staff:        Sandra Hull-Richardson, Alice Checorski     

Absent:   Joy Burgess, Danielle Early, Donna Ghanayem, Theresa Graham, Janetta Norman, 


  Shelly Thompson, Anna Valent
I. Call to order – Sandy Bartow, chair, called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m.  
II. Ellen moved to approve the minutes from the January 24, 2011 Commission Meeting.  Teri seconded the motion.  The motion was carried and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

III. Chair’s Report

    Sandy thanked the commissioners for their recent work, particularly the selection committee for 
Women’s History Month honorees.
IV. Town Hall Forum – Sandy Bartow led the discussion in Joy’s absence

When asked about the status of the donation letter, Sandra reported that the draft letter 
was returned from the PIO with 2 questions that need to be addressed along with several minor 
corrections.  Once the recommended changes have been made, 
Erica will send the letter to Sandra 
for final approval from the PIO.  The September date still needs to be confirmed with Joy.  Sandra 
suggested staying away from Tuesday, September 27, 2011, as this is the City Council meeting 
where they approve the budget for the next fiscal year.

After a discussion on who the panelists would be, it was determined the committee would 
seek representation from a cross-section of the community.  The commissioners briefly discussed 
marketing the event and a take away which would include sponsor information.  Erica has pro-
bono marketing and printing contacts and will bring this information to the next commission 
meeting.  Sandy, Suzi and Erica will schedule a conference call to go over the invitation list.  Ellen 
said the event will be easier to market once we decide on the program and what issues we want to 
cover.  
V. Committee Reports               


(  Advocacy – LaDonna Morris reported 

The Advocacy Subcommittee reviewed its goals and reported that the women’s directory has been 
updated.  Additionally, they are increasing awareness of equal pay and women in leadership.  
Requests for nominations for the Equal Pay Day Rosie Awards were sent to the persons who 
nominated non-winners for Women’s History Month to determine if they would like to nominate 
their candidate for a Rosie.  The close date for nominations is March 1, 2011.  Winners will be 
chosen on March 8th.  The event is April 12th at noon, at the Advanced Technology Center of 
FSCJ downtown.  The cost is $15.  

LaDonna announced a fundraiser to be held at UNF’s Lazzara Theatre on March 10, 2011 at 7 pm. 
featuring Gloria Steinem and Dorothy Pitman Hughes, lifelong women’s and civil rights activists.
The purpose of the event is to raise awareness that the work of actively pursuing civil rights for all 
citizens is not finished and to raise money for the Charles Junction Historic Preservation Society’s 
Community Garden Project.  Background and ticket information were distributed to the 
commissioners in a copy of the Women’s Center Portfolio newsletter.  Additionally, the Women of 
the Port Photography Exhibit and Panel Discussion will be held on March 24, 2011 at the FSCJ 
Women’s Center luncheon downtown campus.  
(  Celebration – Teri Ketchum reported
Teri circulated the proposed menu for the Women’s History Month event at UNF on March 15, 
2011, stating we are currently within our budget.  Due to an expanded invitation list, Ellen moved 
to amend the previous motion that the commission spend up to $1,500 for food for the event and 
authorize up to $2,000 if necessary based on the number of RSVPs.  Liza seconded the amendment 
and the motion carried unanimously.
The selection committee will each introduce one of the honorees.  Alice will forward the honorees’ 
bios to 
the respective presenter in preparation for the event.
(  Education – Ellen Glasser had no report in Shelley’s absence.

A meeting was scheduled with WJCT and the names of the potential panelists have been sent to 
Joy.

VI. Liaison Report


Sandra did not present the commission budget this month as we are in the middle of purchasing for 
the Women’s History Month event.  The Mayor’s scheduling has shifted and he sends regrets he 
will not be able to attend.  We would like to get all the honorees together and bring them to the 
Mayor’s Office for a photo shoot.  Sandy asked that we let the commissioners know when this is 
scheduled.

VII. Old Business


Erica stated the Commission’s COJ web site is lacking information.  She suggested adding a current 
events page.  Erica and Deidre will work on this project.  Sandra advised the commissioners that the 
format will be determined by the City’s Web master.  The commissioners can submit what they 
would like to download to the site.

Suzi suggested we invite other groups to commission meetings so we can share information, 
collaborate and build a powerhouse of advocacy for the City.  Ellen stated this exchange would 
work toward the formation of the Town Hall Forum panelists with a focus on health, education 
and employment.  Sandy agreed to invite the heads of the following organizations to the March 
28, 
2011 meeting:
1. Women’s Giving Alliance – Julie or Susan 
2. League of Women Voters – Katherine Carithers 
3. Health Mothers-Healthy Babies Coalition – Vanessa Boyer 
4. Hubbard House – Ellen Siler
Suzi will draft an email and forward it to Sandy outlining the criteria for the meeting, which will include:

1. A letter about the organization and what they represent

2. Grass roots issues they are seeing in Jacksonville relative to women and girls that we need to bring to light

Commissioners should plan to arrive at the March 28th meeting by 4:20 p.m. since we have invited guest speakers.
VIII. New Business


Suzi asked about the process for submitting nominations for potential commissioners.  Alice 
advised her to forward them to 
Sandra and she will send them to the Mayor’s staff for 
consideration.

IX. Current Affairs


Sandy extended congratulations to Erica for being selected by the Jacksonville Business Journal’s 40 
Under 40.  She will be interviewed for a future article in the Business Journal.

Erica announced that she will be moving to San Francisco the end of June.  


Ellen reported she is working on a policy issue for her doctorate to allow all women in combat.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
Next Commission Meeting:

Monday, March 28, 2011

4:30 p.m.
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