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JACKSONVILLE

HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION






JHRC Communications Committee
January 13, 2011
3:00 p.m.
Minutes

Commissioners Present: 
Michele L.A. Rollins, Chair and Dan O’Connor
Commissioners Absent:
Isabelle Lopez and Tina Comstock
Staff Present:  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director
I. Call to Order


Committee Chair Michele Rollins called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.
II. Approval of Minutes

III. Old Business
A. JHRC E-blasts

Ms. Hill shared that the e-blast is ready to be tested and asked for guidance on how involved the committee wanted to be in identifying news items and/or topics for the e-blast.  The committee agreed that the test e-blast should be sent to the committee for review/approval and then forwarded to the full commission for review to distribution.  Going forward, the committee will work with staff to identify topics/news items and will review the e-blast prior to distribution.   Ideas for the upcoming issues were discussed and included:

· Jan/Feb issue – announcement of 2011 officers; congratulations to Commissioner Parvez Ahmed for being named “Person of the Year” by Folio and to Dr. Alvin White on his new book.

· Feb – save the date notice about the 2011 Fair Housing Symposium; announcement of the Brown Bag Lunch & Information Exchange scheduled for March 10, 2011

· March – information on Fair Housing Symposium
Commissioner Rollins suggested that an email be sent to all the committee chairs asking them for additional ideas.

B. Meeting with City Boards and Commissions

Ms. Hill asked if the committee was still interested in meeting with the City’s Boards and Commission.  The meeting would take place between JHRC Commissioners and the Presidents of the Boards and Commissions where we have shared constituents.  The purpose of the meeting would be to identify ways we can work together more and to identify any specific issues affecting their targeted audience.  It would also an opportunity to share the Commission work and to generate support.   Commissioner Rollins asked how many groups would be involved in the meeting.  Ms. Hill noted the following boards and commissions:  the Asian-American Advisory Board, the Mayor’s Disability Council, the Hispanic Advisory Board, the Jacksonville-Duval County Council on Elder Affairs, and the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women. 

The meeting will be set for a time in early March.

C. Building Media Relationships 

The committee discussed who should be invited to the next couple of meetings.  Anne Schindler, Folio Weekly and Mike McCormick, News Director – FOX News were discussed.  Commissioner Rollins will extend the invitations to meet with the committee.  
IV. New Business

A. Upcoming JHRC Committee Events

Ms. Hill stated that she included the list of events so that the committee was aware of what other committees are planning.  Commissioner O’Connor asked if we could get the Communications Department at one of the local colleges and universities to develop PSAs for us.  Ms. Hill shared that the tv stations are not offering much in the way of PSAs; you have to buy airtime and then you might be some ads running at no cost.  Commissioner Rollins asked if we could piggyback with other city agencies that may have airtime or programming time to get our message out, i.e. JTA’s cable program with host, Joyce Morgan.  Ms. Hill said she would explore that possibility.

Ms. Hill shared that Beth Meyers of the Independent Living Resource Center has a program on Comcast and she has agreed to have the JHRC on as a guest in March.

V. Announcement/Next Steps

· The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 3, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.

· Commissioner Rollins informed the committee that she will not be able to attend the April meeting and will the selection of a Vice Chair to chair the meeting.

· The May meeting will be changed from May 5th to May 12th at 3:00 p.m.; if that is agreeable with the other members.

VI. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned by at 3:37 p.m. 
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