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HUMAN RIGHTS
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JHRC Communications Committee
February 3, 2011
3:00 p.m.
Minutes

Commissioners Present: 
Michele L.A. Rollins, Chair, Casey Bulgin, Tina Comstock, Isabelle Lopez, Dan O’Connor, Dennis Wade Cindy Watson and Dottie Wilson
Staff Present:  Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary
I. Call to Order


Committee Chair Michele Rollins called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.
II. Approval of Minutes

      A motion was made by Commissioner Dan O’Connor and seconded by 
      Commissioner Isabelle Lopez to approve the minutes from the January 13, 2011 
      meeting minutes.  The motion passes unanimously.

III. Old Business
A. JHRC E-blasts Review
      The committee reviewed the e-blast which would go out next week.  The
      committee liked the design, format and content.

IV. New Business
      A.  Revised Talking Points
  

Commissioner Bulgin, Special Legislative Committee Chair, stated the
     

committee wanted its issues included in the unified JHRC message that is being 
            prepared.  The committee decided it would rally around the Communications 
           Committee to assist with getting the message out.

  V.  Building Relationships with the Media.
       The Committee Chair introduced Ann Schindler, Editor of Folio Weekly.  Ms. 
       Schindler was asked to share insights into what the Commission could do to better 
       in getting our message out.  Some ideas were as follows:

              ■  Tell our story of who we are and what we do – show our value and worth
              ■  Contact advocacy groups to help
              ■  Invite media to JHRC meetings – may get a story out of it
              ■  Contact Dan Brown at 260-9770, Ext. 128 to list JHRC events in Folio Weekly
           After Ms. Schindler departed, the committee discussed ways to improve on
           getting the message out.  The committee agreed to launch a media campaign
           to focus on JHRC’s hot topics and, in addition, to humanize the JHRC by
           including human interest topics.

           Examples of the topics are:

               ■  Where are they Now (stories about former Commissioners)
               ■  Who is the JHRC and What does it do?
               ■  Barriers to Employment Study
               ■  Fair Housing Symposium
               ■  The Health Equity Initiative:  Place Matters
               ■  Religious Tolerance Study (Civility Project)

           Additional topics should be sent to Executive Director Hill.
 VI.  Next Meeting
        The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 3, 2011, at 3:00 p.m.

VII.   Adjournment
         The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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