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KSONVILLE. FLORIDA




Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women

Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2011 - 4:30 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room A
Mission Statement:  To serve as a catalyst for moving all women forward.

Present:     Sandy Bartow, Donna Ghanayem, Ellen Glasser, Liza Julao,


       Teri Ketchum, Deidre Lane, Suzi Lemen
Absent:     Theresa Graham, LaDonna Morris, Shelly Thompson, Anna Valent
Staff:          Sandra Hull-Richardson 
                   Alice Checorski  

The July 25, 2011 meeting of the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women was called to order by Suzi Lemen at 4:35 pm. The minutes of the June meeting were deferred due to the lack of a quorum.
Chair’s Report- Suzi Lemen 
Suzi welcomed the commissioners and guests to the meeting.  She provided a brief overview of the commission’s mission, to serve as a catalyst for moving all women forward.  The commission’s goals include advocacy by promoting and developing women in leadership, celebrating the accomplishments of women in the community and education through collaboration with other women’s organizations.  

The commission’s recent success with the PhotoVoice Project is an example of how empowering women in the community can make a difference.  
Suzi introduced Ms. Glo Scurry-Smith, Program Analyst, Office of Lieutenant Governor Jennifer Carroll.  Ms. Scurry-Smith travels throughout Northeast Florida and surrounding counties in an effort to learn about activities of various organizations.  After reading about the commission on the Web site, she came to the meeting to learn more about the commission and its’ activities.  She asked that the commission provide information regarding upcoming events.  
Suzi stated the commission is planning a Town Hall Forum, which will be broadcast at WJCT to highlight issues relating to women in the areas of education, health and employment.  The commission would love to extend an invitation to Lieutenant Governor Carroll.
Town Hall Forum- Ellen Glasser 
Ellen advised Gary Saltsgiver, WJCT that the commissioners voted to postpone the event.  No dates were given.  Ellen will contact the moderator Joyce Morgan Danford to let her know as well.  Ellen and Teri are the co-chairs for this event.  Fundraising is needed in order to make the event successful.
Minutes

With a quorum present it was moved and seconded to accept the minutes of the June meeting. 

Committee Reports
Advocacy-No report

LaDonna Morris previously requested statistical information, which Sandra provided.  Additionally, the Directory of Women’s Organizations has been posted on the Commission’s web site.
Celebration-Teri Ketchum

Teri introduced UNF guests Phyllis Andruszkiewicz and volunteer Crystal Sanrout.  Phyllis Andruszkiewicz, Director of Development for the Library, came to discuss the commission’s continued partnership with the Thomas G. Carpenter Library and introduced Crystal Sanrout, who plans to volunteer for the 2012 Women’s History Month Event.  Phyllis has been inviting past honorees to tour the Library, where the permanent collection of Women’s History Month posters is housed.  
Teri moved that the commission partner with UNF’s Thomas G. Carpenter Library for the 2012 Women’s History Month event scheduled for March 13, 2012.  The motion carried.
Teri asked the commissioners to provide suggestions for a theme for the 2012 celebration by Friday, August 19, 2011.  She would like to get an early start in growing the event through sponsorships and media contacts.  
Education-No Report
Liaison’s Report- Sandra Hull-Richardson
Sandra reported that the commission currently has a balance of $3,878 in the trust fund.  The general fund balance is approximately $1,000; and will be confirmed with the Administrative Services staff.  
Ellen moved that the Directory of Women’s Organizations and Services be printed utilizing the balance in the Printing and Binding line item.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.  
Sandra announced that duties for the Mayor’s Boards and Commissions have been transferred to Mayoral appointee Mia Jones.  The Commission’s Budget Hearing before the City Council Finance Committee is scheduled for the morning of August 11, 2011.

Old Business
Sandy received an email from one of the recent poster honorees following up on whether or not former Mayor Peyton is available to take a picture with them.  Sandra stated that former Mayor Peyton is out of state for the next three months.  
New Business 
The Commission’s Annual Strategic Planning Retreat is scheduled for Monday, August 22nd from 2:00 pm -6:00 pm., Ed Ball Building, 1st floor Training Room, 214 N. Hogan Street.  Suzi asked the committee chairs to review the goals established last year and for all commissioners to look at the existing committees to determine if they are appropriately structured.  Suzi asked Teri to coordinate refreshments with the other commissioners.

Two visitors at the meeting introduced themselves,  Elanda Barbee, owner of Poppin’ Barbee Chicago Style Gourmet Popcorn and Sondra Morene, retiree and owner of Lem Turner Collision.
Suzi thanked all the guests for attending the commission meeting.  
With no further business to come before the commission the meeting was adjourned at 5:40 pm.
Next Commission Meeting:
Strategic Planning Retreat
Monday, August 22, 2011 - 2-6 pm

Ed Ball Building, 1st floor Training Room

214 N. Hogan Street
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