
 
 
 
 
Friends, 
 
The following report represents the work of the 
Jacksonville Children’s Commission for fiscal 
year 2008 – 2009.  Despite fiscal threats and 
funding reductions on almost every front, we 
have continued our work to: 
 

- promote stable and nurturing families; 
- prepare children for kindergarten; 
- support them during out-of-school 

time; and, 
- provide them with extra help when 

they need it. 
 
We know that between birth and the end of the 
twelfth grade, children spend only 10 percent of 
their hours of life in school.  It’s no wonder that 
their success or failure depends on the influence 
of families, friends, neighbors and communities 
during early childhood.  They are our children, 
and it’s up to all of us to support their safety, 
health, social competence and academic 
achievement.  These early childhood and out-of-
school hours give us the opportunity to provide 
powerful prevention and early intervention 
services that can help children living in 
challenged neighborhoods overcome the  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
gravitational pull of poverty, violence, failure and 
despair. 
 
 
Using the framework of Results Based 
Accountability, this report will tell you how much 
care the Jacksonville Children’s Commission 
provided through direct or funded services, how 
well the care was delivered and the results we 
measured in improved lives.  In addition to 
program descriptions and data, you’ll read stories 
about real children who have benefited from our 
investment in their lives. 
 
These children are on their way to becoming 
great adults, and our public investment in them is 
testimony to our desire of becoming a great city. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of 
the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, we 
hope you find this report helpful and 
encouraging. 
 

Sincerely, 
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JACKSONVILLE’S CHILDREN ARE SAFE, HEALTHY AND PREPARED TO BE SUCCESSFUL
Between birth and age 18, or the end of the 12th grade, children spend about 10 percent of their total hours of life in the classroom.  The other 90 percent of their time is 

spent with their families and friends and in their neighborhoods.  In other words, as a community, we are responsible for 90 percent of their development and success.  

FO
R

M
U
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Staff and volunteers who work with children are highly trained, appropriate and well-qualified. 
All stakeholders - families, government, non-profit agencies, foundations, private donors, faith groups, public education, higher education, early learning, health, and business -   
 work together to create a seamless system of care that nurtures and propels children from prenatal to college or post secondary training.
All stakeholders work together to maximize resources, avoid duplication of effort and align services.
The Commission stays abreast of emerging research regarding child development and wellbeing as well as best practices in children’s programs.

Provide support and education for 
high risk mothers with newborns 
through Healthy Families 
Jacksonville, a home visiting 
program. 
Ensure that every eligible child 
has access to health insurance 
through Kid Care and Medicaid. 
Provide child care tuition  
assistance for parents who are 
working or attending school.
Provide resource information for 
families: jaxkids.net Web site,  
family resource guides, family 
events, Grands/RAPPJax, and 
family friendly events.  

Transform day care centers from  
custodial child care to high quality early 
learning environments. 
Assist early learning centers in their 
pursuit of a quality star rating through 
Guiding Stars of Duval, so that parents 
can easily identify high quality  
preschool education for their children.  
Provide quality early learning care for  
vulnerable children in Jacksonville’s  
Eastside neighborhood through support 
for the Don Brewer Center for Early 
Learning.
Promote early literacy for all 4-year-old 
children through Mayor Peyton’s Book 
Club.
Ensure developmental, vision,  hearing 
and language screening for children 
receiving child care tuition assistance.

Provide five-day, academically enhanced 
after school care in 42 public school 
TEAM UP sites and 20 community-
based sites.
Provide nutritious after school snacks 
and meals in all TEAM UP programs.
Provide six weeks of full-time, high 
quality, academically enhanced summer 
camps.
Provide nutritious summer lunches and 
snacks for children in Commission-
supported summer camps and low 
income neighborhoods.

Provide developmental screening, case  
management and supportive services to homeless  
children living in shelters or independent living facilities.
Provide behavioral/mental health services through Full 
Service Schools or community-based outpatient care.
Provide case management services and alternative  
education to teens to help them remain in school and 
avoid teen pregnancy. 
Provide individual and family counseling for runaways 
and teens in crisis. 
Link elementary, middle and high school children with a 
caring adult through mentoring programs.
Provide therapy, behavioral health and self-help skills 
training to children with special needs.
Provide counseling and mental health services for  
children at risk for criminal or anti-social behavior.
Provide an alternative to out-of-school suspension that 
keeps children safe and engaged in their school work 
and also links them to special services.
Provide supportive housing and life skills training for 
teens aging out of foster care.

Children who encounter barriers to their success find 
help through programs with special services

Children learn positive values and stay 
safe and healthy in high quality  
programs in the out-of-school hours

Young children experience  
developmentally-appropriate early  
learning care as well as screening for 
problems that could interfere with their 
ability to learn

Parents and caregivers have the 
resources, knowledge and skills 
to keep their children safe and 
healthy, raising them in stable, 
nuturing home environments

CHILDREN HAVE STABLE,  
NURTURING FAMILIES

CHILDREN ARE PREPARED 
TO ENTER   

KINDERGARTEN 

CHILDREN HAVE SUPPORT 
DURING  

OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME 

CHILDREN GET EXTRA HELP WHEN  
THEY NEED IT 

CHILDREN GROW INTO 
SUCCESSFUL  

CONTRIBUTING ADULTS:  
JACKSONVILLE’S  

FUTURE TAXPAYERS 

S
T

R
A
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E

G
I

E
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+ + + =

Updated January 25, 2010
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In 2009, 5,000 people and 45 community 

organizations participated in JaxKids Day, a 

free family event. 

 





8





        
       
         
     


        

        
      
         

          


          


      
       
      


         


       


       







         
      


  
        




         
          
  



























9



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















       
       

         

        


        
        
       
       
       
        
       
          


Average Star Rating 
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• In 2008-2009, 9,766 children joined the Book Club 

• Almost 45,000 children have participated since the 
program’s inception in 2004 

• Over 10,000 Book Club members participated in six 
different free, literacy-themed events throughout 
the year  
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TEAM UP Elementary School Student Promotion Rates 

Compared to School** Baseline Promotion Rates
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TEAM UP Middle School Student Promotion Rates Compared to 

School** Baseline Promotion Rates
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Vision Screening Pilot Program 

385 children screened 
95 children each received 2 pairs of glasses 

 
Question from one participating child 

needing eyeglasses:  
“Why do teachers write all that stuff on the board? 

After all, no one can see it.” 
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                     Nutrition Program 
 
School Year: 
    457,503   Snacks served in after school 
    382,932   Meals served in after school 
    5,918        Children in nutrition education 
 
Summer: 
    264,935   Snacks served 
    308,900   Meals served 
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Summer Camp 

5,979 Children served 
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City of Jacksonville: Jacksonville Journey 
$6,431,628

Early Learning Coalition of Duval
$27,395,904

Miscellaneous Contributions
$5,766

Fund Balance
$4,846,486

FL - Department of Children & Families
$227,807

Department of Health & Human Services
$198,821

FL - Department of Education - 21st Century Grants
$1,705,181

FL - Ounce of Prevention
$986,655

United States Department of Agriculture
$2,067,006

City of Jacksonville
$17,407,549

Duval County School Board
$294,300

Miscellaneous Contributions

Duval County School Board

FL - Ounce of Prevention

Jacksonville Journey

Fund Balance 

Department of Health & Human Services

United States Department of Agriculture

Early Learning Coalition of Duval

FL - Department of Children & Families

FL - Department of Education - 21st Century Grants

City of Jacksonville
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Child Care Programs
$28,259,131

Afterschool Programs
$10,922,120

Healthy Families Program 
$2,511,683

Summer Camp Programs
 $1,840,518

Administration & Other Initiatives
 $2,807,781

Early Literacy Initiative
 $6,407,188

All Other Programs for Families and Children 
$6,065,680 Nutrition Programs 

$2,257,124

Training & Mentor Screening
 $350,375

Administration & Other Initiatives

Childcare Programs

All Other Programs for Families & Children

Training & Mentor Screening

Afterschool Programs

Nutrition Programs

Early Literacy Iniative

Healthy Families Program

Summer Camp Programs



 






25

















• 


• 


























26



















               
      










Appendix  A






 



 



 



 





 





 



 





 





 






 






 



 



 




 


 


 




 



 



 



 



 




Appendix  B



 



 





 








 



 



 




 




 




 




 



 



Appendix  C




 







 



 



 

 









Appendix  D


