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MEETING SUMMARY 

NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Bradham*Brooks NW Library Auditorium, 1755 Edgewood Ave. West 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 
 
Committee Members Present  
Gadson Burgess, Chair    Ruth Arnold, 2nd Mile 
Bertha Richardson, Better Living  Tim Butts, Better Living 
Larry Solomon, Carver Manor  William Anthony, Cherokee Cove   
Patty Herndon, City Rescue   Thea Garfield, Grace and Truth CDC  
James Gloster, Kinlock Civic  Paulette Turner, Lake Forest   
Cindy Parker, Lake Forest    Ella Watson, Magnolia Gardens N 
Carlotta McIntosh, Moncrief Springs Gertrude Peele, NCNW, Reed Campus 
Diane Kerr, North Riverside CDC  Penny Trawick, Pickettville    
Edward Hall, Ribault Hills   Oliver Muldrow, Ribault Hills  
Linda Kittles, Ribault HOA   Roberta Wilson, Robinson’s Addition  
Rev. Anthony Wyche, Second Chance  Tyrone Davis, Second Chance 
 
Guests 
Joanne Kazmierski, JaxPort   James Green, North Shore 
Orzola Burgess, Magnolia Gardens N William Robinson, YAP 
T. Carroll      John Crescimbeni, City Council Candidate 
K. Kolano      Elaine Billips, Better Living    
Diane Tucker, Lincoln Villas East  Paul Tucker, Lincoln Villas East  
Professor Bill Ahrens and UNF Nursing Students: Sheila Bin, Erica Mitchell, Sandy Klein, Angelica 
Leyboy, Jacqueline Lacoutyre, Eric Swanson, Jena Joray, Laura McFadden, Jekeva Shelton,  
Phillip Holena, Justin Yarborough, Kathleen Lundahl, Chelsea Reimer, Rebecca Holochusst and  
Whitney Karr      
     
City/Staff/Resource 
Devin Reed, Mayor’s Representative  COJ Ethics Attorney Carla Miller 
JSO Zone 5 Lt. Tyree and Sgt. Mahaffay Milton Locklear, FDOT  
Kelley Boree, Recreation & Community Services   
Maria Buchwalter and Dennis Steele, Municipal Code Compliance 
Susan Cohn, Planning & Development   
Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, HAND, Community Development  
 
Excused:  
Vice Chair Leroy Kelly, Barney Roberts, B.J. Scott, Doretha Tompkins  
       
Call to Order 
Chairman Gadson Burgess called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. with a welcome and the Pledge 
of Allegiance at the Bradham*Brooks NW Library Auditorium, 1755 Edgewood Ave. West.  
 



Approval of the Meeting Summary 
A motion to approve the September 11, 2008 summary as written was made by Member Rev. 
Wyche and a second by Member Arnold. The Vote: All were in favor. None opposed.   
 
Staff Reports  
JSO – Lt Tyree and Sgt Mahaffey reported on issues from the September meeting in the Magnolia 
Gardens neighborhood and asked for any new concerns:  

• On Carnation Road 4 juveniles were arrested and they had roll call in the neighborhood.  
• Member Parker from Lake Forest is continuing to have problems with the car wash at 7841 

Lem Turner Road. They continually make it difficult for her to be in her yard without being 
harassed. Mayor Peyton said he would work on this at the August Meeting. She wrote a 
letter to Mayor Peyton and sent it certified with a copy to our Mayor’s Representative Devin 
Reed.  He asked to get a copy since he did not receive it.  

• Member Kerr continues to have problems on Dignan Street. There is a HUD property that she 
has reported to HUD and they are working on it. She also mentioned that on a front porch in 
the neighborhood they had automatic weapons just sitting on the porch and wanted to 
know if that was illegal. Yes it is. Officer Tyree said they are working in the North Riverside 
neighborhood and had 7 arrests on Maplewood with a number of weapons.  

• In Washington Heights there were weapons discovered hidden in the weeds behind the 
buildings.  

If you have issues please fill out a form and Marilyn will turn it in to Zone 5.  If you have questions 
please call the Sub Station at:  

Zone 1 call 924-5361 at Gateway Shopping Mall 
Zone 4 call 573-3165 at Cedar Hills Shopping Center  
Zone 5 call 384-8028 at 1024 Superior Street    

Police Non-Emergency 630-0500 Police Neighborhood Watch – 630-2160 
First Coast Crime Stoppers – 1-866-845-TIPS (8477) to report a crime anonymously  
 
Guest Speakers 
JAXPORT – JAXPORT Community Outreach Manager Joanne Kazmierski passed out trinkets and 
brochures on JAXPORT. She asked members what they knew about JAXPORT. Members remarked 
that it meant an economic engine for Duval County, more jobs, an increased tax base and new 
business opportunities. However; with development comes negative impact such as 
encroachment to residential, roadbeds carrying very heavy loads with diesel fumes into the air 
and more.  Ms. Kazmierski said that it was her job as Community Outreach Manager to educate 
residents on what JaxPort is doing in 5 different areas:  

o Education and youth mentoring – of the 151 employees 12 are mentors (almost 10%) at R.L. 
Brown Elementary School near Tallyrand. They wanted to serve the school JaxPort was 
encroaching upon. They are proud to give back to the community with trainings for 9th to 
12th graders at First Coast High School International Trade Program. They also work closely 
with FCCJ, beginning to work with EWC, JU and UNF for future leaders.  

o Small business owners – If anyone is thinking of starting their own business and need help 
with imports, the port works closely with various countries like China and Italy.  

o The environment as it relates to growth and growing green.   
o Giving back to the Community – last year 151 employees contributed $67,000 to the United 

Way campaign.  They also volunteer at the Clara White Mission and other community 
programs.  

o Jobs – people read in the Times Union that there will be 3000 new jobs at JAXPORT but the 
challenge is that the jobs are all over and not in one building at the port. There may be  
trucking jobs, Longshoremen jobs, administrative, welder, shipping or even driver’s that drive 
cars off ships that pay $25 an hour. It could also involve containers, security and cruise jobs.  
To find a job at JaxPort log on to www.JAXPORT.com and click the job seeker link.  

http://www.jaxport.com/


Sign in with your e-mail address and password; or sign up – it’s free! Create a resume or hit 
job search. Search to view all openings. The website is designed to link local job applicants 
with careers in the Jacksonville maritime industry.  

Members asked numerous questions but in particular how many jobs are filled by the locals?  
Currently there are not enough qualified applicants for white collared positions that earn above 
$45,000 locally. That is a prime reason we encourage youth to get an education for these types of 
jobs. Joanne Kazmierski can be reached at 357-3056 or Joanne.Kazmierski@jaxport.com  
 
Attorney Carla Miller, City of Jacksonville “CPACs Ethics Training” 
City of Jacksonville Ethics Attorney Carla Miller gave a PowerPoint presentation on Ethics Training. 
She went over the following:  

• Sunshine Law – means that CPAC members can not leave a room and talk about business 
after the meeting. Members can not do anything in secret, can’t send e-mails or call each 
other to discuss the CPAC business.  

• Public Records – the Housing and Neighborhoods Staff prepare the written records which 
are the public record. They are open to the public and anyone can see the documents.  

• Voting Conflict – if you vote on something and a say a brother-in-law or someone will 
benefit you have a conflict. If you are not certain get a legal opinion.  

• Ethics Laws – there are three kinds of ethics – values, technical laws and criminal 
prosecution. 

• The purpose of CPAC is to promote communication with city government and the residents 
it serves. As a member it is your responsibility to open up and communicate more. You may  
need to get answers, keep asking and put it in writing.  

• These are the things that the city is working on: 
o Hired Ethics Attorney Miller who had helped write the Ethics Code in 1999.  
o Ethics Officer Miller is available to work on problems and is doing city-wide ethics 

training for all employees.  
o Has an Inspector General, Pam Markham, which performs city audits.  
o Started a hotline for the ethics concerns or whistle blowers at 630-1015. Calls are 

coming in and it’s confidential and they can’t be traced. One can also e-mail an 
issue to Ethics@coj.net 

o There are now internal controls for Procurement.  
o There is a 9 member Ethics Commission to get citizen input.  

Members had numerous questions for Attorney Miller but in particular the case that Harry 
Shorestein resigned from. An attorney from Gainsville will be handling that. They also wanted to 
know if it was ethical for the city to use a registered lobbyist? There is no law against it, but is the 
appearance right?  The Ethics Commission comes up with issues to take before the City Council. 
They meet once a month to propose new laws. They will have a meeting on Oct. 20 or the  4th 
Monday of the month. For more information go to www.coj.net  and on the left side are listed 
departments, go to ethics and “add me to the mailing list” to keep informed or become a 
volunteer. Attorney Miller can be reached at 630-2670 or CarlaM@coj.net 
 
Mayor’s Representative Devin Reed - Remarked that with the help of Marilyn we have speakers 
lined up talking about jobs. Next month we will have JEDC talking more about jobs.  The city also 
needs mentors. There are 75,000 children that need mentors and we have 3500 adults that are 
available for mentoring. The budget did pass the Jacksonville Journey with programs for children. 
It was also for enforcement prevention and intervention.  We need community organizers to take 
our city back. We all have to hit the tipping point – hit that a year ago. There is still too much 
apathy in our community with lives taken and folks not doing what they are capable of doing. 
There are young men not doing anything with a state of apathy. We need to get something done 
with the young men. With college entry where are the men? Please step up and consider 
mentoring. Members had numerous questions: 
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o Foreclosures. How many are there in Jacksonville and what is being done? Mr. Reed 
suggested inviting The Director of Housing and Neighborhoods Wight Greger to an 
upcoming meeting.  

o Member Parker reminded Mr. Reed that the Mayor said he would help with the car wash at 
7841 Lem Turner Road. She also sent a certified letter to the Mayor and Mr. Reed. (He did 
not get a copy but Ms. Parker will make one for him.) The people in the car wash continue 
to threaten her to move away. It is an ongoing situation. She has been worked with 
Councilwoman Denise Lee and numerous others for the past 3 years. She also wrote a letter 
to Mayor Peyton on behalf of Marilyn Fenton-Harmer for a job well done and her 
professionalism.  

o Members wanted to know if mentors were screened? Yes.  
o Members also asked if there were grants available for parking for a community center? The 

Community Development Block Grant application cycle for 2009-2010 will have the first 
public hearing meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 21 at the Beaver Street Center at 6 p.m. to hear 
the needs of the community.  

o Members wanted to know about the truancy centers and if they are funded for next year?  
Is it automatically funded for the following year? Each program with the Jacksonville 
Journey will be evaluated each year to determine funding for the following year.  

Director of Central Operations Devin Reed can be reached at 630-1192 or dreed@coj.net 
 
FDOT - Milton Locklear had no report but entertained questions. Milton Locklear can be reached 
at 360-5686 or Milton.Locklear@coj.state.fl.us 
 
Planning & Development – Planner Susan Cohn passed out the NW Land Use Monthly Report.  
There were a lot of issues on Land Use so please look them over and give her a call on a particular 
issue so that she can explain the change or exception. Susan Cohn can be reached at 630-1062 
or Scohn@coj.net 
 
Department of Health – Not present.   
The main number for the Department of Health is 253-1000 and Jocelyn Turner can be reached at 
253-2037or Jocelyn_Turner@doh.state.fl.us 
 
Municipal Code Compliance – Zone 5 Supervisor Maria Buchwalter and Officer Dennis Steele have 
been very busy. There was a Sheriff’s Walk in September.  They have done a systematic inspection 
in the area around Edward Waters College and have started this week in the Lincoln Villas area 
but it will take a few days to finish. There are currently 1760 active cases in the NW.   Please be sure 
to call in concerns/problems to 630-CITY (2489). Property Safety can be reached at 391-3600 or 
psafety@coj.net 
 
HAND, Community Development Neighborhood Coordinator, Marilyn Fenton-Harmer reported on 
the following: 

• Member Rev. Wyche will be honored at the end of the month for winning the Bank of 
America Local Hero Award and will be presented with a check for $5000. Members were 
excited and congratulated Member Wyche.  

• The Housing and Neighborhoods Department – Community Development Division will host the 
following: 2009/2010 Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) process begins with your input 
on what you would like to see happen at one (1) PUBLIC Hearing:  

Tuesday, October 21, 2008 - 6 p.m. – Beaver Street Enterprise Center – Event Hall 
1225 West Beaver Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204 
Thursday, October 23, 2008 – 6 p.m. – Small Business Center  
5000-3 Norwood Ave. (Gateway Mall), Jacksonville, FL 32208 
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If you would like to apply for a 2009/2010 CDBG Grant you must attend one Technical Assistance 
Workshop: 

  Tuesday, October 28, 2008 – 6 p.m. –  Community Rehabilitation Center (CRC)  
  623 Beechwood Street, Jacksonville, FL 32206 
  Tuesday November 6, 2008 – 2 p.m. – Beaver Street Enterprise Center – Event Hall  

1225 West Beaver Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204 
  Thursday, November 13, 2008 – 6 p.m. – Housing and Neighborhoods Dept.  
  214 N. Hogan St., 8th Floor, Room 851, Jacksonville, FL 32202 
 If you are a new agency applying for a CDBG you must attend a Budget Workshop: 
  Monday, December 1, 2008 – 3 p.m. – Housing and Neighborhoods Dept.  
  214 N. Hogan St., 8th Floor, Room 851, Jacksonville, FL 32202  

• The Housing Services Division is sponsoring classes on: Facing Foreclosure? Call 630-CITY to get help.  
• JaxParks presents Art in the Park - Saturday, October 18, 2008  10am - 4pm - Northbank Riverwalk 

behind the Times Union Center - Interactive art, crafts, entertainment, storytelling, contests, painting, 
and more. Calling all artists if you would like to showcase your pieces at this year’s Art in the Park e-
mail Mercedes Parker at mercedes@coj.net for an application or call 630-4100 or 630-3541 or visit  
www.JaxParks.com  

• Study Circles are a dialogue program on racial and ethnic relations. The next group of classes begin 
the week of October 13th and end the week of November 17th. For more information visit 
www.coj.net/Departments/Human+Rights+Commission/Study+Circles/Study+Circle+Meeting+Sched
ules.htm or contact Lisa Stafslien at lisas@coj.net or 630-4620  

• Not Just for Baby Boomers Film Series: Free showings of Baby Boomers' favorite films, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays each month at 5:45 p.m., Main Library, Hicks Auditorium. For a complete list of movies visit 
http://jpl.coj.net/progs/main/notjustforboomers.html - about classes/events at the library visit 
http://jpl.coj.net/ 

City Council Member’s Meetings 
• City Council District 9 - Town Hall Meeting – Council Member Warren A. Jones will hold a Town Hall 

meeting Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Schell Sweet Resource Center 
(EWC), 1697 Kings Road, 1st Floor and Monday, October 20, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at LaVilla 
School of the Arts, 501 N. Davis St. For information call 630-1395 

SAVE the DATE: 
 Georgia vs. Florida Football Classic, October 27-November 1, 2008 at the Sports Complex. 
 Adult Services:  

MOB Quarterly Meeting - Oct. 21, 2008 - 10:30 a.m. - Metropolitan Park. - Quarterly meeting with the Mayor to 
discuss issues pertinent to seniors. For information call 630-7392. 
Mayor's Senior Holiday Festival - December 6, 2008 at 2-5 p.m. - Prime Osborn Convention Center - For 
information call 630-7392 for cost and tickets.  Dancing, dining and entertainment at the Mayor's Festival allows 
seniors to celebrate the holidays in style.  

• Irrigation and Fertilizer Ordinance Flyers were available  
Saturday, October 11 - Monday, October 13 Downtown Riverfront  
The City of Jacksonville and the Mayport and Jacksonville Councils of the Naval League celebrate the  
233rd anniversary of the U.S. Navy and the 20th anniversary of the Jacksonville Navy Memorial. 
Friday, October 10 - USS Stephen W. Groves arrives 10:30 a.m. The ship arrives from Naval Station Mayport and docks in front of the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel (Northbank) Northbank Landside Activities - Live entertainment at The Jacksonville Landing, admission is free. Kort 
McCumber  5-9 p.m. and Freeze Frame  9:30 p.m.- 2 a.m. 
Saturday, October 11 - USS Stephen W. Groves Ship Tours Tours from 8-11 a.m. and 1- 4 p.m.  Free admission. Bags are subject to search before 
coming aboard. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. No strollers allowed aboard. USS Stephen W. Groves is not ADA accessible.  
Northbank Landside Activities - Booths and interactive displays near the ship 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. with the Navy League, USS Charles F Adams 
Museum Association, Navy Recruiting, Naval Order and the USO  Live entertainment at The Jacksonville Landing - Navy Band Southeast Pride 
followed by Dennis DeYoung and the music of Styx at 8 p.m. Interactive displays, children’s inflatables. Free admission   
City of Jacksonville Fireworks - 10:30 p.m. Downtown Riverfront - one barge in front of The Jacksonville Landing 
Sunday, October 12 - USS Stephen W. Groves Ship Tours from 8-11 a.m. and 1- 4 p.m. Free admission. Bags are subject to search before coming aboard. 
Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. No strollers allowed aboard. USS Stephen W. Groves is not ADA accessible. 
Live entertainment at The Jacksonville Landing - Admission is free - -Deejay, Noon-4 p.m. Brian and Riptide, 9:30 p.m. - 2 a.m. -Interactive displays and 
children's inflatables 
Monday, October 13 - Navy Memorial 20th Anniversary Rededication Ceremony 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Navy Memorial Statue on the 
Southbank Riverfront - General public is encouraged to attend.  Calling all boaters! Boaters with decorated vessels are encouraged to anchor near the 
ceremony.  
Sponsored by the City of Jacksonville and the Mayport and Jacksonville Councils of the U.S. Navy League  
USS Stephen W. Groves Ship Tours - Tours from 8-11 a.m. and 1- 4 p.m. Free admission. Bags are subject to search before coming aboard. Children under 18 
must be accompanied by an adult. No strollers allowed aboard. USS Stephen W. Groves is not ADA accessible. 
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More Weekend Activities 
Jacksonville Maritime Museum 
Hours of operation: October 10      10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
October 11-12,      1-5 p.m. 
October 13      10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Located at the foot of the Main Street Bridge on the Southbank 
Riverwalk Set sail into the maritime history of Jacksonville and explore 
collections of artifacts! 
Info: (904) 398-9011 www.jaxmaritimemuseum.org 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
Competitions 
Quartet Semi-finals: October 10    7 p.m.  
Chorus Contest: October 11      11 a.m. 
District Quartet Finals & Parade of Champions: October 11, 7 p.m. 
Times-Union Center, Terry Theatre Tickets: $20 adults, $7 students. Free admission for 
active-duty military in uniform. Purchase tickets at the Times-Union Center for the 
Performing Arts or the Omni Jacksonville Hotel.  

Eric, a Faun & a Genius  
October 10       11 a.m. & 8 p.m. 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts 
Tickets and info: (904) 354-5547 
www.jaxsymphony.org 

Music of Elton John by The Jacksonville  
Symphony Orchestra 
October 11,      8 p.m. Times-Union Center  
for the Performing Arts - Tickets and info: (904) 354-5547 
www.jaxsymphony.org 

Dogtoberfest 
October 11     9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Metropolitan Park - Tickets and info:  
www.dogtoberfest.org 

Bank of America Family Free Day 
October 11      10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) 
Free Admission Info: (904) 366-9611 
www.mocajacksonville.org 

Transportation - Take a convenient Water Taxi along the riverfront to enjoy your day on sea or land during the U.S. Navy Birthday Celebration. Hours: 
Saturday, Oct. 11  9 a.m.- 11 p.m. - Sunday, Oct. 12  9 a.m.- 9 p.m. - Monday, Oct. 13  9 to  9 p.m. 
Northbank Stops - The Jacksonville Landing, Berkman Plaza, and Metropolitan Park 
Southbank Stops - Friendship Fountain, Crowne Plaza Jacksonvillle, and Wyndham Jacksonville Riverfront 
One-way fares - Metropolitan Park   $4 and other stops   $3  
If you have questions please call Marilyn Fenton-Harmer at 255-8236 or Mfharmer@coj.net 
Member Solomon complimented Marilyn Fenton-Harmer on doing a good job.  
 
Recreation and Community Services – Deputy Director Kelley Boree reported that there will be an 
“Art in the Park” downtown on the Northbank Riverwalk  on Saturday, Oct. 18 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  They plan to have surveys at next months meeting to take back to your associations for 
input. Kelley Boree can be reached at 630-0142 or kboree@coj.net 
 
Chairman Burgess’s Report  

• Welcome back to Member Bertha Richardson who has been out ill. Member Richardson  
was very happy to be back.  

• Chairman Burgess asked if anyone was running for office:  
o John Cresimbeni introduced himself as a Candidate-at-Large that was a previous 

City Councilman for 8 years with perfect attendance.   
• Thanks to all the UNF Nursing students for attending the meeting along with Professor 

Ahrens.  
 
Sub Committees  
Nominating Subcommittee: Member Kerr stated that the members of the Nominating Committee 
were not available and would submit the same slate of Officers for the 2009 Slate of Officers in 
writing and would get a consensus form the members and let Marilyn know.  
 
Announcements 

• Chairman Burgess thanked everyone for coming, He asked members to give themselves a 
pat on the back and please pick up the chairs and store them on the cart.  

 
Motion to Adjourn 
A Motion to adjourn was made by Member Kerr and a second by Member Parker.  The Vote: 
All were in favor, none opposed.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

The next meeting will be Thursday, November 13, 2008 
Bradham*Brooks NW Library Auditorium, 1755 Edgewood Ave. West at 6 p.m. 

 
Submitted by: 
Marilyn Fenton-Harmer 
Neighborhood Coordinator 
255-8236/ Mfharmer@coj.net      
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