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MEETING SUMMARY 
NORTH CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FCCJ North Campus 
Building “C” conference room C-136 

4501 Capper Rd. 
August 13, 2008 Time: 4 – 6 p.m. 

 
VOTING MEMBERS  Lydia Estates HOA – Robert Lee 
Chair – William Baker  New Berlin Enclave – Madeline Reed 
Vice Chair – Bobby Taylor  Northlake HOA- Mattie Nunn 
Ashford Wood – Kathy Myers  Northside Lions – Harry Wagner 
Black Hammock Island – Mary Thompson  Republican Club  - Rose Nettles 
Council Appointee – Tommy Ruffin  San Mateo – Roland Biederer 
Eagle Bend – Mike Getchell  ShAdCo Sector Q – Jennelle Bray 
Eagles Hammock – Nancy Landau  Turtle Creek Village – Arthur Sullivan 
Highlands Unit 7- John Stuart  Woodmont – Esther Sumpter  
Johnson Comm. – Ann Burnette   
STAFF and OFFICIALS  EXCUSED  
Duval Health Dep’t. – Jocelyn Turner  Charter Member - Dick Berry 
Community Development - Mary Beth Ridderman  Duval  County Council PTS/PTA – Vicki Drake 
Municipal Code Enforcement – Daniel Connell  Charter Member – Dot Mathias 
Municipal Code Enforcement – Robert Crawford  Captiva Bluff - Rex Neidlinger 
FDOT – Milton Locklear  VISITORS 
Planning and Development – Paul Davis  Sandra Jones 
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office – Chief M. Rutledge  Theresa Isaac 
Stormwater Advisory Committee – Lake Ray  Danny Ferreira 
Highlands  Library - Janet Duncan   Gerie Leigh 
Emergency Response Team – Jennifer Stagg  Bob Harms 
Recreation and Community – Nathan Rezeau   
Duval Health Dep’t. - Theresa Isaac, Director Emergency Prep.    

 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Bill Baker at 4:00p.m. . A quorum 
was verified    by Mary Beth Ridderman.  

 
2. The previous meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Old Business: none. 
 
4. Guest Speaker: The Chair called on Jennifer Stagg, Jennifer Stagg from Jacksonville 

Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD). Ms. Stagg presented information about JFRD’s 
Citizen Emergency Response Team (CERT).  A free course is offered to residents who 
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want to learn how to respond to emergencies following a disaster. Ms. Stagg stessed 
that the COJ emergency responders may not be available for up to 72 hours following 
a disaster and residents need to be prepared to take care of their family members and 
neighbors. The minimum age for a trainnee is 16, with an adult supervisor. There is no 
upper age limit. Brochures were provided. Ms. Stagg may be contacted at 630-7885 or 
Jstagg@coj.net. 

 
       John Pappas, Deputy Director of Public Works, presented information about 
updating the FEMA maps and redevelopment of the Stormwater Master Plan. 
The FEMA maps were last updated over 20 years ago. The Stormwater Master 
Plan was updated in 1992. Properties currently not shown in the flood maps may 
be shown in the new maps, affecting insurance costs and mortgage availability.  
The maps will educate homeowners and provide them the opportunity.   
5. Subcommittee reports 

A.   Governmental Affairs   

• Vice Chair Bobby Taylor introduced Justin Hart,  who presented 
information about 2008-395 

• The Vice Chair introduced Paul Harden, who presented a brief 
statement  about 2008-396. 

• The Vice Chair introduced Paul Harden, who presented 
information about #2008-398. 

• The Vice Chair introduced Council Member E. Denise Lee,  who 
presented information about #2008-398.   

• The Vice Chair introduced Michael Fisher, who presented 
information about Flamingo Lakes and #2008A-010. 

• The Vice Chair suggested cutting off comments on 2008-398 
because the issue had been discussed for over one hour. The 
Chair suggested a townhall meeting be scheduled by E. Denise 
Lee to allow residents to thoroughly discuss the issues. He reminded 
everyone that the issue has already been transmitted to the DCA, 
and the CPAC will have another opportunity to vote on the PUD 
and zoning. Member Jack Stewart called for the question. The 
second was made Tommy Ruffin. The vote was all in favor to call 
the question.  Member Tommy Ruffin made a motion that the 
townhall meeting be set up by City Council. A second was made 
by Bill Baker. A short discussion was held.  

• The Vice Chair introduced Howard Smith, who presented 
information about 2008-397.  

• The Vice Chair introduced Alberta Hipps, who presented 
information about 2008-399.   

 
 

2008-494 Approved 
Rezoning 31.40 acres on Zoo Parkway btw. Main Street and Hayden Road from 
IW and IH to PBF-1. 

2008-514 Approved 
Rezoning 1.39 acres on Lady Lake Road btw. Duval Road and Lady Lake Road 
from PUD to PUD. 

mailto:Jstagg@coj.net�
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• Bobby Taylor announced the next Governmental Affairs subcommittee    
 meeting will be Sept. 4 at FCCJ North, Building C, Room C -136. 

 

B. Chair’s Report – Chair Bill Baker announced that Council Member E. 
Denise Lee is hosting a town hall meeting  on August 25, at 6 p.m. at FCCJ 
North Campus, in the auditorium, regarding issue # 2008-398.   He added 
that Dot Mathias’ absence is excused – her husband is very ill.  Chair Baker 
appointed Tommy Ruffin to serve as chair of the Nominating 
Subcommittee.   A slate of officers will be announced on October 8. The 
election will be held on November 12.  

C. Education Subcommittee – No report. 

D. Beautification Subcommittee –  Arthur Sullivan  announced that JTA had 
initiated a bus route through the Biscayne neighborhood but failed to 
notify residents or ask for input. Residents met with City Council Members 
and the bus route was changed and no longer runs through the 
neighborhood.  

E. Membership Subcommittee  -  Harry Wagner introduced  and welcomed 
new member Nancy Landau, representing Eagle’s Hammock.  Member 
Robert Lee suggested Eagle’s Hammock register with the Housing and 
Neighborhoods Department to be listed on the city’s directory. Ms. 
Landau advised they are in the process of registering. 

F. Transportation Subcommittee – Mr. Berry was excused.    
6.   Staff Reports 
  

A. Mayor’s Representative –  No report. 
 

B. City Council Member’s Reports:  No reports.  Chair Baker announced 
that the agenda now reflects the names of each City Council Member and 
at Large Member for North Jacksonville. He said the idea was to 
recognize members who represent this part of the city. He said the 
members are welcome to attend whenever their schedules permit.  

 
C. FDOT  -  Milton Locklear said he misses Dick Berry’s involvement and 

participation in CPAC. He announced that JTA is hosting a public meeting 
regarding the widening of Heckscher Drive. The meeting will be held on 
August 21, 2008, at 6 p.m. at the Oceanway Community Center.  

D. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office –  Chief Michael Rutledge reported that in 
Zone 6, property crime decreased but aggravated batteries, business 
robberies and auto burglaries increased. Twenty of the forty-one cases of 
auto burglary were caused because the owners failed to lock their 
vehicles.  Chief Rutledge reminded everyone to lock their vehicles and 
remove their remote garage door openers from their vehicles.  Member 
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Roland Biederer expressed his concerns about enforcement of vehicles 
driving without lights and pedestrians jay-walking.  Chief Rutledge asked 
residents to call 630-0500 for non-emergencies. 

E. Stormwater Advisory Committee – Lake Ray reminded everyone to 
remove debris from ditches and near storm drains – it helps prevent 
flooding and reduces the amount of silt in the creeks and rivers.  Member 
Jack Stewart expressed his concerns about the Stormwater Fees – the 
criteria for exemption does not include 501-C-4 organizations, which are 
also non-profits, similar to 501-C-3 organizations, which do qualify for the 
exemption. The Riverside/Argyle Lions Club and the Northside Lions Club 
have been directly impacted by these fees.  Member Harry Wagner 
expressed his concern about the city charging fees and paying to clean 
up the river while the paper company on Rice Creek is allowed to pollute 
the river.  Vice Chair Taylor suggested the city should require subdivisions 
to use recycled water for irrigation.  Discussion continued regarding 
recycled water and the possibility of future water wars.  

F. Duval County Health Department  - Jocelyn Turner  introduced Theresa 
Isaac, Director Emergency Preparations, Duval County Health 
Department. Ms. Isaac reported that the health department is heavily 
involved in disaster and emergency response, for example shelters for 
individuals with special needs. She said the department participates in 
the Cities Readiness Initiative, a Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
program that allows cities attacked by terrorists, to obtain  medical 
supplies from the CDC for direct distribution to the residents through 
homeowners associations, churches or businesses. Ms. Isaac announced 
that volunteers are needed for the Medical Reserve Corps to staff 
shelters.   For more information, contact Jocelyn Turner at 253-2037.   

G. Duval County School Board - no report. 

H. Municipal Code Compliance –  Robert Crawford reported he personally 
conducted 107 inspections in the past week. Zone 6  Municipal Code 
Compliance officers will be working on Saturday, August 16, primarily 
addressing commercial vehicles parked in residential areas. Danny 
Connell asked residents to report violations, such as tractor-trailers parked 
in residential areas, to 630-CITY and to advise if the violations occur 
primarily at night or on weekends. The division works on Saturdays only 
after a number of cases are reported involving weekend violations.  He 
accepted photos from the Beautification Subcommittee Chair, showing 
a bus and other vehicles parked in Member Esther Sumpter’s 
neighborhood, Woodmont.  Mr. Connell reported that Zone 6 is fully 
staffed and the officers have completed 600 inspections in the past 
week.  

I. Planning and Development –  Paul Davis reported that he is available for 
questions.  A guest, Gerie Leigh, expressed her concerns that the 
Planning and Development Department allows adminsrative deviations, 
which leave loopholes for violations. She said her house has been 
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dwarfed by the house next door, which was built higher than permitted.   
A guest, Danny Ferriera, expressed his concern that commercial 
billboards are creating visual blight in the city. He asked if the standards 
were being enforced. 

J. Public Works – John Pappas provided a presentation regarding FEMA maps 
earlier in the meeting. 

K. Housing and Neighborhoods – Mary Beth Ridderman provided a written 
report. Ms. Ridderman may be reached at 255-8260. 

            Are gas prices cutting into your summertime plans? Enjoy Jacksonville’s parks. You can: 
• permit a park for a birthday party or family reunion online or call (904) 630-4100 
• check out Kids Kampus at Metropolitan Park. 
• visit  two magnificent oceanfront parks; Kathryn Abby Hanna Park and Huguenot Memorial Park 
• take a splash in one of 34 swimming pools 
• get back to nature with more than 50,000 acres of preservation parks 
• launch your boat at one of 22 public boat ramps 

• get involved with youth athletics, or find out about an adult athletics team... and much, much more! 
• Visit a  Specialty Park 

Bethesda Park - Barrier-free outdoor recreation 
Cuba Hunter Park - Skateboard park, plus much more 
District II Regional Park - Professional level 18-hole disc golf course 
Huguenot Memorial Park - Park your car on the beach  
Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail-Trail - 14 miles of trail along a former railroad line 
Kathryn Abby Hanna Park - Beautiful beach, cozy cabins, bicycle trails, and camping 
Kids Kampus - Safe City, water fun, and a unique look at local history for kids 
Lannie Road Park - Radio controlled model airplanes 
McGirts Creek Park - ADA accessible field. 
Ray Greene Park - A BMX course for off road biking enthusiasts 
Tillie K. Fowler Regional Park  - Nature center and special classes led by our parks naturalists. 
Walter Jones Historical Park - Step back into the 19th century  

• See a movie in the park   For more information call 904 630-4100. 
• Take in a Summer Movie Matinee 
• See the Not Just for Baby Boomers Film Series 
• Take a class: 

o  Introduction to Word Processing Basics I 
Main, August 19, 2008 

o Pizza and the Pursuit of Resources 
Main, August 26, 2008 

o Grant Seeking Basics for Nonprofit Organizations 
Main, September 4, 2008 

To learn more, visit www.coj.net 

• JaxKids appears on Comcast Channel 29 Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  

• You may have heard about the overwhelming need for mentors in our community. Studies show that there 
are currently about 45,000 children in Jacksonville who could benefit from a mentor relationship, but there 
are only about 3,500 volunteer mentors.  While there are undoubtedly thousands of informal mentors 
serving in schools, neighborhoods and houses of worship throughout the city, there is still a huge need to 
be filled. 

http://www.uwnefl.org/mentor/ - United Way 
http://www.takestockinchildren.com/ Take Stock in Children 
http://www.bbbs.org/site/c.diJKKYPLJvH/b.1539751/k.BDB6/Home.htm Big Brothers Big Sisters 
 
• The Jacksonville Senior Games is an Olympic style event involving more than 20 sports for men and women 

50 years of age or older. This year's games will be held Sept. 22-28.  
• Save water and save our river. For information on new lawn irrigation and fertilizer rules and tips on how you 

can help preserve our environment, read the Irrigation and Fertilizer fliers. More information is available at 
www.coj.net.  

• To register a concern or ask a question about city services, call 630-CITY (2489). 

http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Permits/default.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Kids+Kampus/�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Hanna+Park/�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Huguenot+Memorial+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Aquatics/Public+Swimming+Pools.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Waterfront+Management+and+Programming/Preservation+Project/�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Waterfront+Management+and+Programming/Waterways+and+Boating/Boat+Ramps.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Athletics/Youth+Athletics.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Athletics/Adult+Athletics.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Nature+Programs/Bethesda+Park+and+Lodge.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/Cuba+Hunter+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/District+II+Regional+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Huguenot+Memorial+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/Jacksonville+Baldwin+Rail+Trail.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Hanna+Park/�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Kids+Kampus/�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/Lannie+Road+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/Ray+Greene+Park.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Nature+Programs/Tillie+K.+Fowler+Regional+Park+.htm�
http://www.coj.net/Departments/Recreation+and+Community+Services/Recreation+and+Community+Programming/Recreation+Activities/Specialty+Parks/Walter+Jones+Historical+Park.htm�
http://jaxpubliclibrary.org/progs/main/main_summer-movie-matinee.html�
http://jpl.coj.net/progs/main/notjustforboomers.html�
http://jaxpubliclibrary.org/progs/jpl/pcclasses.html#mainpc�
http://jplcalendar.coj.net/evanced/lib/eventsignup.asp?ID=11318�
http://jplcalendar.coj.net/evanced/lib/eventsignup.asp?ID=23712�
http://www.uwnefl.org/mentor/�
http://www.takestockinchildren.com/�
http://www.bbbs.org/site/c.diJKKYPLJvH/b.1539751/k.BDB6/Home.htm�
http://www.coj.net/NR/rdonlyres/epwhv2wpjyxt7ifsb32znzx3ji7vabpgjbgw4p44rui2pd3bqngrk5z7wrw6b5hal7zwbuo5wytgql4gcxsejkjz5oh/brochure+irrigation.pdf�
http://www.coj.net/NR/rdonlyres/ecn56lbeax76vbxzoh6rvnqofzmgtvtsoxsrsulpw6zva6w3agsmvl33pwbdc6lymddv73sudpuegzsf3gaysaurame/brochure+fertilizer.pdf�
http://www.coj.net/�
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District Council Members 

District 1:  Clay Yarborough 
Phone: (904) 630-1389 
Email: Clay@coj.net  
Assistant: Angela Ryan  

District 2:  William Bishop 
Phone: (904) 630-1392 
Email: WBishop@coj.net 
Assistant: Suzanne Warren 

District 3:  Richard Clark 
Phone: (904) 630-1386 
Email: RClark@coj.net 
Assistant: Meghan Friel  

District 4:  Don Redman 
Phone: (904) 630-1394 
Email: Redman@coj.net  
Assistant: Scott A. Wilson  

District 5:  Art Shad 
Phone: (904) 630-1382 
Email: AShad@coj.net 
Assistant: Debbie Delgado  

District 6:  Jack Webb 
Phone: (904) 630-1388 
Email: Webb@coj.net  
Assistant: Suzie Loving  

District 7:  Dr. Johnny Gaffney 
Phone: (904) 630-1384 
Email: Gaffney@coj.net  
Assistant: Bridgette Green  

District 8:  E. Denise Lee 
Phone: (904) 630-1385 
Email: EDLee@coj.net  
Assistant: Tiffany Clark 

District 9:  Warren A. Jones 
Phone: (904) 630-1395 
Email: WAJones@coj.net  
Assistant: Rupel Wells  

District 10:  Mia Jones 
Phone: (904) 630-1684 
Email: MJones@coj.net 
Assistant: Daphne Colbert  

District 11:  Ray Holt 
Phone: (904) 630-1383 
Email: Holt@coj.net  
Assistant: Connie Holt  

District 12:  Daniel Davis 
Phone: (904) 630-1380 
Email: DDavis@coj.net 
Assistant: Sarah Balme  

District 13:  Art Graham 
Phone: (904) 630-1397 
Email: ArtG@coj.net 
Assistant: Stan Johnson  

District 14:  Michael Corrigan 
Phone: (904) 630-1390 
Email: Corrigan@coj.net 
Assistant: Dianne Smith  

 

At-Large Council Members 

Group 1:  Ronnie Fussell 
Phone: (904) 630-1393 
Email: RonnieF@coj.net 
Assistant: Mina Hosseini  

Group 2:  VACANT 
  
  
  

Group 3:  Stephen C. Joost 
Phone: (904) 630-1396 
Email: Joost@coj.net  
Assistant: Celeste Hicks  

Group 4:  Kevin Hyde 
Phone: (904) 630-1398 
Email: KHyde@coj.net 
Assistant: Alison Miller  

Group 5:  Glorious J. Johnson 
Phone: (904) 630-1387 
Email: GloriousJ@coj.net 
Assistant: Sandra Lane  

 

 
7. New Business:  Chair Baker announced that next month, the name cards will 
be filed alphabetically in a folder near the sign-in sheets. He asked that members 
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remember to file their name cards after each meeting. 

8. Public Comments:  

• Member Tommy Ruffin announced Mary Thompson will serve on the 
nominating committee. If other members would like to serve, please 
contact him at 768-2295 or TRuffin@comcast.net.. 

• Guest Sharon Buttner announced that her husband, Rick Buttner, is 
running for Circuit Court Judge.  She said she has printed material 
available. 

•  Guest Danny Ferreira expressed his concern that billboard are creating 
visual blight in the city. He inquired about enforcement and if the CPAC 
could obtain notices of new billboards. Chair Baker said this issue falls 
outside of the CPAC’s purpose.   

• An unidentified person expressed concern over the size of address 
numbers on houses and businesses. Municipal Code Enforcement Officer 
Crawford said it is enforceable under existing city ordinances and 
suggested the addresses in question be called in to 630-CITY.  

• Janet Duncan, Senior Librarian at Highlands announced that the libraries 
want to be more involved in the community. The library offers table 
space for announcements and brochures. 

• Guest Gerie Leigh asked the CPAC to take a formal stand to oppose 
buildings that are too high. She announced that on September 5, 2008, 
at 10 a.m., a meeting will be held at the Florida Theater Building. 

• Member Lake Ray announced he is running for Florida House of 
Representatives in the August 26 election. A cookout will be held on 
August 23 at the Publix on Starratt Road. 

• Nathan Rezeau announced that in future CPAC meetings, he will be 
representing the Parks and Recreation Department. 

• Bob Harms announced that he is running for District 2 Council Member At 
Large. He said he has brochures available. 

9. Adjourn:  Vice Chair Bobby Taylor made a motion to adjourn and Robert 
Lee seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 
5:45  p.m..  

 
The next North CPAC meeting is 4 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2008 at FCCJ North  
Campus, C-136.  
The Governmental Affairs Subcommittee will meet 4 p.m., Sept. 4, 2008 at FCCJ 
North Campus, C-136. 
 
 
Summary prepared by Mary Beth Ridderman. For information contact  Mary Beth Ridderman, Coordinator, City of 
Jacksonville Housing and Neighborhoods Department, Community Development Division,  214 N. Hogan St., 8th Floor,  
Jacksonville, FL 32202,  904-255-8260, MaryBeth@coj.net. 
 
The following provision is required by Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes: 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee with respect to any matter considered at such 
meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  
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