OPERATION
IDENTIFICATION

Did you know that thousands of dollars
worth of stolen merchandise is auctioned off
by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office every year?
Did you know it is auctioned because there is no way
to identify the owner?

Operation Identification is the engraving of your valuables with your Florida
driver’s license number to deter burglars and to prove ownership should the article be
stolen and recovered by the police. Permanently marked valuables are more difficult for
the burglar to dispose of and many times he or she won’t bother stealing these items.

Do not mark valuables with your Social Security. Federal regulations governing the
identity of Social Security registrants make the numbers almost impossible to trace.
Electric engravers or diamond tip pens may be purchased from a local hardware store.
You should mark your valuables with your FLORIDA DRIVERS LICENSE or ID CARD
NUMBER.

For hard objects such as bicycles, TVs, stereos, cameras, computers, sporting goods,
appliances the engraving tool is suggested for marking on a permanent part of the item.

For unmarkable items such as jewelry, musical instruments, antiques, etc., place the object
against a plain background and take several color slides or pictures from different angles.
Include a ruler in the picture for scale. Label the slides or pictures and keep them with
your Operation ID Record (see below and reverse side).

After marking the valuables, record them on the Operation I.D. Record. This ledger is
available through the Community Affairs Division of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, 630-
2160.

You should keep a record of all marked valuables, their serial number, make, model,
location of you’re marking, and photographs in a safe place.

Any questions about Crime Prevention or Operation Identification, call the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office Crime Prevention Unit at 630-2161. If you’re on the Internet, E-mail us
with questions at Crimewatch@jaxsheriff.com.



	

