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March 9, 2007 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 

BULLETIN E-01-07 
 
 
To:   All Permits Applicants 
 
From:   Thomas H. Goldsbury, P.E., C.B.O. 
   Chief, Building Inspection Division  
 
Subject: EQUIPOTENTIAL BONDING GRID FOR SWIMMING POOLS  
 
Section  680.26(C) of the National Electrical Code (NEC) requires an Equipotential Bonding Grid to 
extend under walking surfaces of swimming pools for one meter horizontally.  The NEC lists various 
items which could be used as this bonding grid.  One item allowed by the code is structural steel 
reinforcing with steel wire ties.  While this method would work fine encapsulated in concrete for a deck, 
we believe the reinforcing with steel wire ties would be subject to considerable corrosion if left in the 
soil/sand under a paver deck. 
 
Effective for all swimming pool permits submitted after March 9, 2007, in coordination with the 
Florida Swimming Pool Association we have all agreed to not allow structural reinforcing steel that is not 
encapsulated in concrete to serve as the equipotential bonding grid, but have approved an alternative 
means and method for the grid.  This alternative has been accepted by the by the NFPA 70 council to be 
included in the 2008 NEC, and consists of a single conductor, #8 awg solid copper wire.  All connections 
to this grid shall be by a listed means per NEC 250.8. 
 
A generic diagram with notes and details which can be used as general guidelines for installation are 
shown on the attached sheets: 
 
 PB-1 Typical Pool Bonding Plan 
 PB-2 Pool Bonding Notes 
 PB-3 Typical Pool Bonding Schematic 
 PB-4 Typical Bonding Types 
 
I would like to thank the Florida Swimming Pool Association and electrical engineers  Ossi and Myler, 
Inc., for their assistance. 
 
Xc: Jimmy Douglas 
 Rick Taylor 
 All Electrical Inspectors 










