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Some of the Tree Commission’s duties include acting as a coordinator for programs, projects, and activities related to 
planting projects and the health of the tree canopy between all public and private entities and to review expenditure 
proposals and plans for planting projects.   

The Commission was established by City Council enactment of 2017-397-E on July 25, 2017.  Meetings are held on the 
second and fourth Thursday of each month.  The first meeting of the Tree Commission was held January 9, 2018.  Since 
then the Commission has: 

 Promulgated Administrative Procedures 

 Established a webpage http://www.coj.net/departments/public-works/tree-commission which defines the Tree 
Commission’s duties in depth, lists each member with a biography and also contains all related documents, 
minutes, agendas for each meeting.  

 Approved a Date Palm Resolution – expressing an official position against the planting of Date Palms (Phoenix 
dactylifera) on public property within the City of Jacksonville or anywhere else using appropriations from the 
Tree Funds (15F and 15N). 

 Established a Shade Tree Subcommittee to study the feasibility of revising the landscape code and ordinances to 
increase shade tree plantings. 

 Reviewed Budget Balances of Funds 15F and 15N (at each meeting).   

 Amended the Countywide Tree Planting contract to include a two year warranty as well as irrigation provision if 
requested by staff.   

 Constructed an interface between Design Engineer Consultants, the City’s GIS and Plan-it GEO where our GIS will 
be the tree maintenance database and Plan-it GEO will function as Tree planning database.  The data will flow 
between all parties to monitor and maintain Jacksonville’s tree canopy.   

http://www.coj.net/departments/public-works/tree-commission


  
 

 

 Reviewed six planting projects; two are currently submitted for legislation, two have been completed and two 
are currently in progress. 

 The Commission is currently finalizing the application processes for not-for-profit organizations as well as citizen 
groups who wish to submit requests for funding for tree planting projects.   

 There is currently a vacancy on the Commission.   

Tree Commission Members:  
John Crescimbeni, Chair 
Curtis Hart, Vice Chair 
Chris Flagg 
Aaron Glick 
John Pappas 
Rhodes Robinson 
 
Advisors: 
Sondra Fetner 
Richard Leon 
Kathleen McGovern 
Kevin Stork 
 
Staff: 
Cindy Chism 
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