
The Revolving Door:
Mental Illness in the Criminal Justice System

1

Elle Piloseno, M.S.
Florida TaxWatch

epiloseno@floridataxwatch.org



Florida’s Mentally Ill Continue to 
Flood Corrections
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7,856

16,654

• Florida’s mentally ill  prison 
population has grown 112% since 
1996

• Total incarcerated increases to 
125,000 when including jails and 
those in and out of corrections

• About half of these offenders 
recidivate, at a potential cost of 
almost $1.5 billion



Florida’s Current Strategies

• Officer Training & Crisis Intervention
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• Mental Health Courts

• Admission Evaluation & Treatment

• Outpatient Mental Health Treatment



2015 Legislative Session

State healthcare providers:
$12.5 million to fund mental health criminal 

justice reform

Behavioral healthcare providers are targeting mentally ill 
offenders for jail alternatives that divert them from 
traditional incarceration
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Improving State Strategies

Expand mental health courts
– Allow for nonviolent felonies, and those with nonviolent 

felony priors

Make use of the under-used Assisted Outpatient 
Treatment Program

– FL: 70% drop in 6-month re-arrest rates for program 
graduates in Seminole County

– NY: 25% drop in arrests of the mentally ill
– NC: 33% drop in arrests of the mentally ill

Provide additional funding for DCF and their providers
– To provide front-end treatment for at-risk individuals 

and lower level offenders
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Impact of Policy Reforms
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• Diverting/providing  treatment for 15% of 
Florida’s mentally ill offenders:
– Allows about 18,000 individuals a better chance to 
desist from crime

• Providing up‐front treatment 
– Ensures that even more people never enter the 
system at all

• For every individual that does not recidivate or 
commit a crime:
– The state avoids an average of $20,000 to $45,000 in 
corrections expenditures



“We’re both getting too old for this.”
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