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The meeting was called to order by Braxton Gillam, Chair at 11:10 a.m., a quorum was
present.
Attendees: Braxton Gillam, Ywana Allen, L.E. Hutton, Cynthia Irvin, Joe Jacquot, Tom Paul,
Larry Pritchard, Tatiana Salvador, (1:36 p.m.) and James Young
Others in attendance: Carla Miller, Director of the ECO Office; Jason Gabriel, Office of General
Counsel; and Susan Stewart, Ethics Coordinator
Minutes from the May 7, 2012 meeting were unanimously approved.
Reports: Carla provided the Ethics thought
Subcommittee Reports:
James Young, Chair of the Transparency and Open Government Subcommittee reported that
the subcommittee discussed texting and preservation of texts and that the subcommittee will
continue the conversation regarding communications on personal cell phones. The
subcommittee voted unanimously to instruct Carla Miller and Jason Gabriel to draft a letter
regarding the texting policy for City employees.
Jason stated that he had a conversation with the General Counsel who believes that text
messages are primarily transitory and could be the equivalent of a phone message and in
many instances may not be considered public records. Currently, to Mr. Gabriel’s knowledge,
there are no formal Attorney General or Office of General Counsel opinions. He is not aware of
any case law in the First DCA, addressing text messages at this time.
Joe commented that the requirement doesn’t have to do with the vehicle, it has to so with the
content. The Department of State has rules regarding electronic communication states the
retention period is dependent upon content, nature and purpose of the record. He suggested
advising employees that if they are using any type communication platform for official
business, then those records have to be retained.
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Braxton requested that Mr. Gabriel provide a definite position from the Office of General
Counsel and the subcommittee will have another meeting to discuss further. Mr. Pritchard
suggested that the General Counsel issue guidance as soon as possible, to give direction to
agency heads.
The question was raised regarding employee and personal emails. Jason was requested to
check to see if there is a policy relating to personal emails.
The Chair requested that Carla and Jason draft a letter for the Subcommittee and email prior
to the next meeting for review. A motion was made to give authority to the subcommittee to
approve the letter. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.
James also reported that he and Carla have not yet met with the Council President, but plan to
do so in the near future.
He also reported on lobbyist registration – Carla will contact the Executive Director of City
Council and if she approves, draft a resolution in favor of putting lobbyist registration on-line.
The Subcommittee Chair reported that Procurement will be invited to attend the next
Subcommittee meeting for dialog on transparency.
The Subcommittee discussed researching if a link to the Ethics Commission complaint form
can be placed on the main COJ website with information on where to report public record
violations and that the ECO Office receives copies of those complaints, as well.
James state the Subcommittee recommended that Ethics Commission Resolutions will be
posted on the Commission website.
He indicated that the public comment forms will have a disclosure on the form indicating that
their comments are simply that, and if one wishes to make a complaint, there is a separate
form that needs to be completed.
Carla will research the possibility of posting notices by Independent Authorities that can be
consolidated on the COJ calendar and the best way to get this accomplished.
ECO Office Report: Carla reported that the budget was previously sent to all members. Also,
Form 1’s are being filed for the Ethics Commission. She also reported that Kirby Oberdorfer,
former Chair of the Commission has volunteered to assist Legislative affairs and help with any
legislation the Commission wants to draft.
Wesley Hunt provided his report on lobbying and Damien Cook provided his training on the
Sunshine Law for elected officials. Both were thanked for their hard work and research.
The Planning Session of the meeting began with an introduction of Julia Burns. She
moderated the Ethics Commission long range planning and vision for the Commission, who
provided an outline of the planning sheets/vision of the commission, which is attached.

Carla provided comments from citizens that had been previously received.
The Chair thanked Ms. Burns for her time and volunteering to moderate the exercise.
Ms. Allen suggested certificates of appreciation for volunteers be issued.
The following meetings were set:
Ethics Commission – Monday, August 6
Transparency & Open Government – July 25th at 4:00 p.m.
Hotline Subcommittee – Monday, July 30 at 5:00 p.m.
The Chair stated at the next Commission meeting, he wanted to discuss the following:
• Restructure subcommittees
• Further conversation from planning meeting
Public comments were received from John Nooney, whose handout is attached.
The Chair explained that if citizens have a complaint that is under the jurisdiction of the
Commission, they should indicate that it is a complaint when they speak. Otherwise their
comments will be considered a grievance. The Commission needs to know when citizens are
making a formal complaint, asking for an investigation versus dissatisfaction. Changes will be
made to public speakers form.
Public comments and speaker forms will be attached to the minutes.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m.
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