SOUTHEAST
CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING SUMMARY
April 26, 2010
6:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s Hospital, 4201 Belfort Rd., Main Hospital, Auditorium C, Jacksonville, FL.
32216

Call to Order
Jim Hill, SE CPAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30.m.
Speakers
Jack Webb, City Council, District 6, shared with the group that tomorrow night (4-23-10)
is the next City Council meeting. There will be a number of hot topics that will be
addressed, such as the nomination of Dr. Ahmed to the Human Right Commission, the
future of the Trail Ridge dump and additional fees. Councilmember Webb elaborated
on the upcoming budget challenges. The preliminary budget will be presented to City
Council by the middle of May; adjustment will be made and the final budget will be
presented to Council by July 15th. City leaders will address a bill that will adjust the City
fees that are charged; most City fees have not changed since the early 1990’s.
Examples of the fees are: the amount that is paid to rent a community center, pet
licensing, building permits, zoning change application and garbage removal fee to
name a few. The road construction along Fort Caroline Road is expected to be
completed by next year. This project will affect the tree canopy and they are being
careful to minimize the impact.
Neil Armingeon, St. Johns Riverkeeper, informed the group that decisions are being
made in regard to the applications that Seminole County has submitted in order to
siphon 80 million gallons of water a day from the St. Johns River. Government requires
that long term studies are completed to look at the water needs of the future and it has
been determined that by 2030 in our district we will need 90 million gallons a day more
than what the aquifer can supply. The first week of May there will be a public meeting
in Green Cove Springs to discuss our future water needs where our region is going to
get the additional water needed to sustain our region. Neil also supported the Irrigation
and Fertilizer ordinances that the City adopted; conservation is recommended.
Staff Reports
•

Bill Killingsworth, Mayor Liaison, Planning & Development Department: not
present.

•

Jim Green, FDOT: – informed the group that on May 13th FDOT will host a
community meeting at their Urban Jacksonville office; the topic of the
community meeting will address the new sound-walls on I-95 (from York St. to San
Diego Rd). On May 20th JTA will host a community meeting at the Best Western
(on Salisbury Rd) to address the project on JTB (from Philips Highway/U.S. 1 to I-95.
Construction on JTB between Kernan and San Pablo Road should be completed

within the week. Construction on 9-B will begin this summer; this is one of the
stimulus projects.
•

Lt. Jimmy Ricks, JSO: Informed the group that crime continues to decline. In
Zone 3 violent crime is down 19% and property crime is down 20%. Year to date
from last year citywide crime is down too; 2009(year to date) there were 1721
reported violent crimes and in 2010, 1252 violent crimes have been reported.
Crimes of Opportunity continue; there have been 8 incidents were the
homeowner left their garage door open and unattended for a short period of
time only to be burglarized. There is a growing trend where individuals are
acting like they are solicitors and knocking on doors during the day. On homes
where no one responds or answers the door, they have been going around to
the back of the home and breaking in. JSO is recommending that no one
should answer a door to an unsolicited knock or unknown visitor. It is
recommended that you speak through the closed door to assess the situation. It
is important to write down all of your serial numbers through out your home; if the
items are ever stolen the serial numbers are needed to reclaim your stolen items.

•

Aaron Glick, Planning & Development Department: remember that the Planning
and Development Department relocated to the Ed Ball Building; 214 N. Hogan
St. ~ the department phone number is 255-7800.

•

Rosemary Wesolowski, Housing & Neighborhoods Department: informed the
group that the Housing and Neighborhoods Department / Community
Development Division id working on developing / offering leadership training
classes.

•

Bob Crawford, Code Compliance: informed the group that in the last month 1291
inspections were completed in District 3. In the next month there will 3
neighborhood sweeps conducted.

•

Quinn Bledsoe, Recreation and Community Services Department, informed that
the Summer Activity Guides are available and in the back of the room. There
are many events, programs, activities and fun planned for the summer. If you
have any questions or need additional information, please visit
www.JaxParks.com

•
Chair’s Report
• Verified quorum.
• Voted and approved March 2010 CPAC meeting summary.
• A motion was made and unanimously approved that the SE CPAC appoints
Gamal Lyons to the T.R.U.E. Commission as the SE CPAC representative.
• Reminded that the group of the upcoming guest speaker schedule: May ~ JIA,
June ~ Mayor Peyton, July ~ Tour the new Atlantic Coast High School, and
August ~ Mike Weinstein.
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Subcommittee Chair Updates:
Beautification and Environment – Chairperson: Dick Cardell: no report
Economic Development– Chairperson: No Chair
Education – Co-Chairmen: George Banks and John Waddell: John attended a JCCI
meeting last week and had the opportunity to speak to Superintendent Pratt-Dannals;
copies of the4 Budget 2010/2011 Fact Sheet and Innovations in Education Snapshot
were provided to the CPAC members. Documents are at the end of this summary.
Growth Management – Chairman: Frank Morgan: not a lot happening right now. In the
near future there will be a meeting with the Director of the Planning and Development
Department; finalization should be completed soon.
Land Use & Zoning – Co-Chairmen: Michael Lashbrook and Pat Corrado: stated that
the LUZ Subcommittee reviewed and discussed MM-10-06, E-10-15, 21, 24, WMS-1001,02, AD-10-23,25,32,33,34 and 2010-186-213.
After the discussion the LUZ
Subcommittee decided to take no action or make any recommendations on the
mentioned LUZ Applications.
Membership Recruitment – Chairman: Kathleen Perera: not present, but on her behalf
new member Karen Heesch-Gilman from Briarwood was introduced to the group.
Safety – Chairman: Ray Aleksic: reminded the group that we need to be careful jow
we discard some of our trash. Remember that it is important to not advertise your new
big screen TV by throwing the box away whole. It is advised to cut the box into smaller
pieces and place in your trash can or recycling bin. Be careful when placing outgoing
mail into your mailbox (especially curbside mail boxes), when checks are stolen the
criminal has enough personal information to create other crimes.
Transportation Development – Gloria Stephens: stated that the Directors at JaxPort has
authorized that their directors start a search for a new cruise terminal site. George
Bollinger also informed the group that Amtrack has special inspection train that will be
running from Miami to Jacksonville on Saturday, May 1st to evaluate the possible of
commuter service. It is reported that the special inspection train should roll into
Jacksonville around 5:00 p.m. on Saturday; check along the Philips Highway corridor to
catch a glimpse of the train.
The floor was opened to all in attendance:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

NEXT MEETING: 6:30 p.m., Monday, May 24, 2010
LOCATION:
St. Luke’s Hospital, 4201 Belfort Road,
Main Hospital – Auditorium C
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