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City of Jacksonville, Florida 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOARD 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Meeting Summary 

 

Members Present: 

Nick Howland, Chair 

Amy Fu, P.E., Vice Chair 

Gabriel DuPree 

Michelle Tappouni     

Lucinda Sonnenberg, Ph.D. 

Bobby Baker, P.E. 

David Wood 

Mobeen Rathore, M.D. (via phone)

 

Members not present:  

Roi Dagan, M.D. 

 

Staff/Resources Present 

James Richardson, EPB Administrator 

Jason Teal, OGC 

Melissa Long, P.E., Chief 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitor(s): 

John Wallace 

John November 

Tom Larson, Sierra Club 

 

CALL TO ORDER        NICK HOWLAND 

Chair Nick Howland called the monthly meeting of the Environmental Protection Board (EPB) to 

order at 5:04 p.m.     

 

I. CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 

 Chair Howland thanked Amy Fu for chairing the January Board meeting after having to 

leave early on a short notice 

 Sondra Fetner, OGC and husband had a baby girl in the month of January 

 A funding request (Public Trust Tree Canopy Project) and presentation (Mercury Study) 

will be presented. 
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II. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2017 BOARD MEETING SUMMARIES 

 January 9, 2017 – Board Meeting 

 January 9, 2017 – Lower St. Johns Technical Advisory Committee Funding  Hearing 

 

Public Comment  

None 

 

Board Vote 

Dr. Sonnenberg wanted to clarify and amend the EPB Minutes regarding the Septic Tank 

Infrastructure funding request from the Administration with a statement that the Board requests 

that any future items to be presented to the Board for approval be submitted prior to the 

meeting for review.  

 

A motion to approve the January Board meeting summaries as amended (Tappouni), which 

was properly seconded (DuPree) and approved by the body. 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2017 COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARIES 

 January 23, 2017 – Water Committee Meeting 

 January 23, 2017 – Air Committee Meeting 

 February 2, 2017 – Education & Public Outreach Committee Meeting 

 

Public Comment  

None 

 

Board Vote  

A motion was made to approve the January Committee Meeting summaries (Dr. Dagan) and 

properly seconded (DuPree) and approved by the body. 

 

V. CONSENT ORDERS      TREE KILBOURN 
 

(Air/Odor/Noise)  

 none 

 

(Water/Haz Mat)  
 

 The Krystal Company, Inc. (WP-16-09) - Unlawful discharge of untreated wastewater; 

Failure to maintain system so as to function as intended; Failure to notify EQD of a 

discharge of wastewater and submit required documentation – proposed settlement: $0 

[$8,000 less 20% discount for good faith efforts to cooperate and 100% mitigation for SEP 

of outstanding quality valued at $142,086.50]  

 

Board Member David Wood disclosed a conflict of interest (filed Form 8B Memorandum of 

Voting Conflict attached) and abstained from voting. 

 

A motion to approve the consent order(s) was made (Tappouni) and properly seconded 

(DuPree) and approved (7 - 1 abstained). 
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 Princeton Enterprises, agent for Preserve at Cedar River Limited Partnership (WP-15-41) - 

Unlawful discharges of wastewater; Failure to maintain system so as to function as 

intended; Unlawful bypass of wastewater treatment facility – proposed settlement: $0 

[$12,600 less 20% good faith efforts to cooperate and 100% mitigation for SEP of 

outstanding quality valued at $24,235]  

 

A motion to approve the consent order(s) was made (Sonnenberg) and properly seconded 

(DuPree) and approved by the body. 
 

 McDonald’s Corporation and DCC Lee Enterprises, Inc. (WP-15-24) - Unlawful discharge 

of wastewater to storm water sewer; Failure to maintain system to function as intended; 

Failure to notify EQD of a discharge of wastewater and submit required documentation 

– proposed settlement: $8,000 assessed and due 4/30/17 if no SEP is approved  

 

A motion to approve the consent order(s) was made (Dagan) and properly seconded (FU) 

and approved by the body. 

 

 Fort Francis, LLC and Somari Management Company, Inc. (WP-14-01) - Unlawful 

discharge of wastewater; Failure to maintain the system so as to function as intended, 

Illicit connection to a storm sewer drain; Unlawful bypass of wastewater treatment 

facility; Exceedance of state water quality standards; Failure to comply with sewerage 

design standards; Failure to provide operator and post a sign with required information; 

Failure to notify EQD of an unlawful discharge of wastewater and submit required 

documentation – proposed settlement: $0 pursuant to the EPA’s ABEL Model results 

demonstrating the Respondent’s inability to pay the assessed civil penalties  
 

A motion to approve the consent order(s) was made (Tappouni) and properly seconded 

(Baker) and approved by the body. 
 

Public Comment  

None 

 

Board Vote 

Board voted and approved each consent order separately. 
 

VI. ENFORCEMENT REPORT     TREE KILBOURN 

There were no questions or discussion. 

 

Rulemaking on Rule 2 will be conducted at the March Board Meeting. 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING(s) 

Chair Howland suspended the EPB meeting at 5:45 pm in order to conduct the scheduled 

Public Hearing. 

 

 Funding Request – Public Trust Tree Canopy Survey Project  

The EPB meeting was reconvened at 6:39 pm. 
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VIII. PRESENTATION(s)    

 Mercury Study Funding Update – Board Member Lucinda Sonnenberg shared that the 

Mercy Study project is evaluating levels of mercury in sediment, water, fish and the air in 

Duval County with comparisons to various bench marks to see where we stand 

compared to the state and the nation. 

 

There were some delays (new mercury instrument, purchasing equipment, lab issues) 

when starting the project. The instrument was moved from EQD Lab to the Miller Wilson 

Laboratory at JU where it has remained since November.  The Mercury Study is now fully 

underway and operational but behind schedule. The final report will be 6 months later 

than the original timeframe. 

 

There were funds allocated for a Marine Science Grad Student at JU or Coastal Biology 

Student at UNF; however there were no students who were interested in the project. Dr. 

Jerry Pinto, Aquatic Biologist at JU MSRI, will perform most of those duties and oversee 

some of the coordination of FWC. 

 

An extension of the project timeline will be requested. 

 

IX. COMMISSION UPDATES 

 Waterways Commission 

No report  

 

 KJB Commission 

St Johns River Celebration Cleanup – March 25, 2017.  Dan Durbec with KJB Staff is now 

located on the 5th Floor, Neighborhood Services.  EQD staff will also captain a few sites.
      

X. EPB ADMINISTRATOR REPORT    JAMES RICHARDSON 

James Richarson shared the following: 

 There was a change concerning the Annual Water Education Festival on the 

traditional 1st Saturday of February, we are in the final planning stages of a new 

festival  Jax Aquafest which will be held at MOSH on May 6, 2017.  More details to 

come. 

 

 The retreat is scheduled for Friday February 17th from 2 – 5 pm at the Ed Ball Building 

on 8th Floor. 

 

 The Florida Costal school of Law Summit is scheduled for February 24, 2017 (a link will 

be sent to the Board members),  

 

XI. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY DIVISION REPORT  MELISSA LONG 

EQD Chief Long shared the EPA grant program is moving forward. 

 

The Air Monitoring Supervisor will start next week.  Interviews will begin for the MS4 

Coordinator Scientist Supervisor and the Water Quality Monitoring Supervisor positions. 

 

Annual BMAP meeting (main stem) is scheduled for Thursday, February 23, 2017, 9:30 am 

at the Florida Coastal School of Law. 
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The Tributary BMAP is scheduled for Thursday, March 9, 2017 at the Florida Department 

of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 

 

XII. Legislative Update 

 The Director will appoint staff to follow legislative bills 

 Mr. Richardson made a brief report on bills filed and shared a presentation from a 1000 

Friends of Florida webinar. 

 

XIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 Upcoming Retreat – Feb 17th from 2-5 pm – a draft review of the agenda  

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 

 

XV. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEES 

 No items 

 

XVI. NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING(s) 

a. EPB Committees  

i. Water Committee – February 27, 2017 at 4:30 pm 

ii. Air & Odor Committee – February 27, 2017 at 5:00 pm 

iii. Education & Public Outreach – February 27, 2017 at 5:30 pm 

b. EPB Steering Committee – March 1, 2017 at 4:00 pm 

c. EPB monthly meeting – March 13, 2017  at 5:00 pm 

 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

      

Ruby Tucker, Executive Assistant to EQD Chief  
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EPB ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – February 2017  

 REMINDER  Parking – procedures for parking related to all Boards and Commissions remain in 

effect.  If there are any questions, please let me know.   

 

 Planning discussions for the 2017 EPB Environmental Symposium will begin soon.  If there are 

specific topics or themes that you want to see incorporated, please let me know.  As the hosts of 

the much anticipated annual event, I want to ensure you have as much input as you would like to. 

 

 EPB Counsel, Sondra Fetner, successfully gave birth to Quinn Margot on Tuesday the 24th.  Both 

mother and daughter are doing well. 

 

 While we were unable to hold the annual Water Education Festival on the traditional 1st Saturday of 

February, we are in the final planning stages of a new festival focused on water.  Aquafest, the 

tentative name, will be held at MOSH on the 1st Saturday in May (May 6th).  More details to come. 

 

 The retreat is scheduled for Friday February 17th from 2 – 5 pm.  Details will be announced shortly. 
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