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MEETING SUMMARY 
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Bradham*Brooks NW Library, 1755 Edgewood Ave. West 
Thursday, January 8, 2009 

 
Committee Members Present  
Gadson Burgess, Chair    Ruth Arnold, 2nd Mile  
Bertha Richardson, Better Living  Larry Solomon, Carver Manor 
Barney Roberts, Charter Member   Patty Herndon, City Rescue  
Cindy Parker, Lake Forest    Gloriden Norris, Lake Park    
Joann Flood, Lynton Street   Ella Watson, Magnolia Gardens N 
Diane Kerr, North Riverside CDC  Paul Tutwiler, NWJ CDC 
Elaine Burnett, RAP/RADO   Rev. Anthony Wyche, Second Chance  
Tyrone Davis, Second Chance 
Councilman Reggie Brown, District 10 
Daphne Colbert, Exec. Assistant District 10  
 
Guests 
Orzola Burgess, Magnolia Gardens N Brenda Waters, Royal Terrace 
Rick McCann, Tetra Tech   Diane & Paul Tucker, Lincoln Villas East 
Gregory Bruce, The Hester Group  Jennifer King, The Hester Group   
George Birnbaum, WCWJ-TV/DT CW17 Cherie Peck, NWJ CDC 
Elaine Billups, Better Living   Robert Muhammed, Muhammed Landscaping  
Althea Mikell, Sherwood Forest  Eunice Barnum, Sherwood Forest   
     
City/Staff/Resource 
Carolyn Broughton, COJ Public Information   
Milton Locklear, FDOT  
Debbie Verges, COJ Jacksonville Journey   
Kelley Boree, Recreation & Community Services   
Maria Buchwalter, Municipal Code Compliance 
Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, HAND, Community Development  
 
Excused: Devin Reed, Doretha Tompkins  
       
Call to Order 
Chairman Gadson Burgess called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. with a welcome and the 
Pledge of Allegiance at the Bradham*Brooks NW Library Auditorium, 1755 Edgewood Ave. West.  
He reminded members that we have 120 minutes of time and to use them wisely.  
 
Approval of the Meeting Summary 
A motion to approve the November 3, 2008 summary as written was made by Member Wyche  
and a second by Member Parker.  The Vote: All were in favor. None opposed  



Guest Speakers 
Jacksonville Journey Update, Debbie Verges, Jacksonville Journey Project Manager, gave an 
update on the Journey Programs and the allocated $30,998,395 Journey Initiatives funding: 

 Law Enforcement – JSO – 40 new JSO Officers – $10, 803,980  
 Neighborhood Safety & Stability – Crime elimination programs – $963,000 
 Neighborhood Job Opportunities – $1,656,767 

o Town Center Initiatives at Arlington Rd, 103rd Street, Venetia and Stockton St.  
 Out of School Suspension Centers – $1,495,549 
 Team Up Programs – 15 new Programs – $2,137,500 

o All have been awarded and will be operational on Jan. 25 
 Early Literacy, 25 new child care facilities in Zone 1 – $1,500,000 

o Early learning up and operational and will identify centers by Feb. 1 
 After School Recreation Leagues for 13 to 17 year olds – $612,680 

o Programs will begin taking applications on Jan. 12 
 Juvenile Assessment Center – $328,236 

o Youth Crisis Center  
 Summer Camps with 400 more scholarships and longer hours from a 6-hour day and  

6 weeks to an 8-hour day for 8 weeks – $250,000 
 Summer Jobs Program – $250,000 
 Juvenile Crime Prevention/Intervention Program – $241,200 
 Repair closed community centers – $7,343,233 

o Request for Proposals (RFPs)are out for a non-profit to repair one or all 6 community 
center buildings(Beachwood, Fort Caroline, Joe James, Lillian Saunders, Sunny Acres 
and Westbrook) and operate programs for children at the center. 

 The Jax. Commitment for scholarships to go to UNF, FCCJ, EWC and JU – $1,000,000 
 Ex-Offender Re-entry Portal – $600,000 
 Training and Re-entry for Ex-Offenders – $553,500 
 Ex-Offender Employment Program – $356,250 

o All Ex-Offender Program awards will be next Thursday, Jan. 15  
Members had questions and concerns on the following:  

 What expectations and outcomes do you have for the first year since there is not enough 
time once the project starts and the school year or budget cycle ends? There will be one 
semester of data. Therefore if children that are enrolled in the program stay out of trouble, 
not be in a juvenile justice program and did their behavior improves while in the program 
that will be measurable.  

 With the Ex-Offender Programs are they repeating offenders. They went with programs that 
had a good track record.  

 Members wanted to know if the community centers would have money for programming. 
No, the non-profit would provide the programming money and the city would provide the 
money to renovate the facility so that the building is ready to serve the community.  

Debbie Verges can be reached at 630-7258 or dverges@coj.net 
 

Digital TV Presentation - Carolyn Broughton, Public Information Administrator/Cable Franchise Mgr. 
introduced George Birnbaum, Operations Manager for WCWJ TV/DT –The CW 17 Cable 9 – the 
Frog Station, who discussed the switch to digital TV.  If someone needs assistance in accessing the 
coupons please call 630-CITY. Mr. Birnbaum explained that the digital transition has been 
occurring for the last 6 years but on Feb. 17 the analog viewing will be turned off forever. They do 
not want to lose viewers.  The government is giving away two coupons per household address for 
$40 each for a converter box. Converter boxes can range from $50 to $70 and can be purchased 
at many retail shops. However; the program has run out of money and there is now a waiting list 
for the $40 coupon. The coupon has an expiration date on them and many were not used by the 
date.  He showed members the box which comes with a remote control. It will have a quality 
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picture and more channels.  On Monday, January 16 there will be a test at 5:25 p.m. to see if the 
TV you are watching is ready as well as the TV station.  Members had numerous questions on the 
different channels, if it will work with battery operated TVs when the power is out. No it won’t and 
neither will the small battery TVs. They asked if there were digital antennae’s – yes but try your 
current antennae first.  Members also asked if there were any other cable stations coming to 
Jacksonville – yes, AT & T is working on that. They also asked if JEA will have an overload once they 
go off the air – no, just the opposite.  Carolyn Broughton can be reached at 630-4966 or 
carolynb@coj.net  George Birnbaum can be reached at 465-7600 or gbirnbaaum@myCW17.com 
 

Chairman Burgess introduced special guest: Councilman Reggie Brown, District 10.  
Councilman Brown remarked that he was glad to be at the meeting. He has been in office since 
November and he wanted to attend the meeting to spend time in the community and to hear 
constituents concerns. He introduced his Executive Assistant Daphne Colbert.  He reminded 
members that the City Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m.  
in City Council Chambers, 117 W. Duval St. He hoped members would attend the City Council 
meetings. He stayed for the remainder of the meeting and answered questions. Councilman 
Brown can be reached at 630-1684 or Rbrown@coj.net 
 

Staff Reports  
JSO – not present.  For information call Zone 1 Sub Station at 924-5361 or Zone 5 Sub Station at 
384-8028 – First Coast Crime Stoppers – 1-866-845-TIPS (8477) to report a crime anonymously  
 

Mayor’s Office – Project New Ground The Mayor’s Office sends their apologies but Mayor Peyton 
was invited to Washington, D.C. by President-Elect Obama to hear the stimulus speech and 
staffers had other duties. Marilyn Fenton-Harmer reported on the following:  

• The Jacksonville Ash Sites and Brown’s Dump Remediation Program was named PROJECT 
NEW GROUND. It will have a web page that will be on the City of Jacksonville’s website. 
(www.coj.net) 

• An information center will open to answer questions about Project New Ground in the spring 
of 2009.  

• In December the City of Jacksonville had meetings with community groups of the 4 ash site 
areas (Brown’s Dump, Lonnie Miller, Forest Street and 5th and Cleveland).  

• The City of Jacksonville will attend neighborhood and CPAC meetings on a monthly basis to 
give updates about PROJECT NEW GROUND 

• The City of Jacksonville will hold public information workshops in February.   
• If you have general questions call 630-CITY.  
• The clean up activity will begin in Fall 2009.  The steps for clean up will include the following: 

• Residents in the ash site areas will give permission to COJ for sampling and cleanup 
via an access agreement 

• Access agreements will be mailed to all property owners in the ash sites areas in 
February 

• Residents will be contacted via phone, mail, etc. to schedule a walk through with 
contractors and outreach specialists to go over the clean up program for their 
property 

• The property will be cleaned and a survey about the clean up activity will be 
conducted 

• Each property takes 3-5 days to clean 
• There are more than 1700 properties that will be cleaned as part of PROJECT NEW 

GROUND 
• As part of the Project New Ground Program the City of Jacksonville will be issuing a Technical Advisor 

Grant (TAG).  The purpose of the grant is to allow a non-profit community group to work with a 
technical advisor to ensure the clean up activity is reviewed by a qualified third party.  The grant is 
worth up to $50,000 and will be done via a request for proposal (RFP) through the City of 
Jacksonville’s procurement department.   
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Marilyn Fenton-Harmer then introduced Gregory Bruce, a member of the consulting firm, The 
Hester Group, that was awarded the outreach portion of Project New Ground.  Members had 
numerous questions on how the information will come to the residents and the details. Member 
Kerr remarked that the North Riverside CDC had a TAG grant before to understand the 
technicalities of the remediation. She was told at her neighborhood meeting that the clean up will 
take 4 to 6 years. All the sites have been identified. Members had concerns about the cleanup. 
There have been vision plans done but is there a plan to address the needs now. Questions on if 
the land is cleaned around the foundation there may be contamination under the structure. This 
will cause that home to always be contaminated. How will that be addressed? Will Bethune 
Elementary School be cleaned up and opened? Will there be other infrastructure needs 
addressed? How will the exact details of the methodology of the sites take place? How will the 
city motivate landowners of rental properties to get them cleaned up? What if the owner ignores 
the paper work for the property to be cleaned up or the property is condemned? Members 
wanted to know what could be down about Mixon Town? The clean up will remove 2 feet of dirt 
around the house. Member Kerr talked about the removal of dirt that Tetra Tech demonstrated at 
the Forest Street site months ago. She would endorse the company. Members asked about details 
on the Lonnie Miller Park clean up will it be to the same standards? Project New Ground will have 
updates at each CPAC meeting in the future.  
 
FDOT - Milton Locklear reported that JTA will host an Open House on Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009 at the 
Charles “Boobie” Clark Community Center, 8793 Sibbald Rd. from 5 – 6:30 p.m. to discuss final 
plans for transit improvements along Soutel Drive between Archery Ave. and Sibbald Rd. He will 
send the information via e-mail for Marilyn to send out.  Milton Locklear can be reached at  
360-5686 or Milton.Locklear@coj.state.fl.us 
 
Planning & Development – Planner Susan Cohn is excused from the meeting but Marilyn Fenton-
Harmer passed out her report. NW CPAC Members met last year on the EAR (Evaluation and 
Appraisal Report) Subcommittee. The EAR Amendment Schedule is available and the Planning 
Department will come next month to talk about this during their staff report.  For information or 
questions please call Susan Cohn at 630-1062 or Scohn@coj.net 
 
Department of Health – not present.  The main number for the Department of Health is 253-1000 
and Jocelyn Turner can be reached at 253-2037or Jocelyn_Turner@doh.state.fl.us 
 
Municipal Code Compliance – Zone 5 Supervisor Maria Buchwalter reported that she has been  
transferred to Zone 6 and Supervisor Danny Connell will come to Zone 5. She talked about the 
Zone 5 list of demolitions for unsafe structures. Members would like to see a copy of this list. 
Member Parker asked if there was any new information on the Lem Turner car wash. They are still 
working on it.  Members thanked Code for a much better procedure and a great asset to the 
community. They are doing a great job. Please be sure to call in problems to 630-CITY (2489). 
Property Safety can be reached at 391-3600 or psafety@coj.net 
 
HAND, Community Development Neighborhood Coordinator, Marilyn Fenton-Harmer reported on 
the following: 

• The Housing Services Division is sponsoring classes on: Facing Foreclosure? Call 630-CITY to get help.  
• The Community Development Block Grant Application for 2009-2010 is due on Friday, Jan. 16, 2009.   

In Councilman Davis and Gaffney Districts there will be workshops for contractors to become 
certified for Section 3 work with the City of Jacksonville. For info call Benita Dawson at 255-8200.  

• Jacksonville Area legal Aid Northside “Project House-Hold” can be reached at 390-4019 
• The Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee's regularly scheduled meetings will be at 4 p.m. on 

the third Thursday of each month in the City Council Chambers, The next meeting will be on 
Thursday, January 15, 2009  4 p.m. 117 W. Duval St., City Hall, City Council Chambers 

mailto:Milton.Locklear@coj.state.fl.us
mailto:Scohn@coj.net
mailto:Jocelyn_Turner@doh.state.fl.us
mailto:psafety@coj.net


• Keep Jacksonville Beautiful award nominations are available till Feb. 16, 2009 for info go to 
www.coj.net keywords “Keep Jacksonville Beautiful” 

• JaxParks presents...A MLK holiday Dance @ Kennedy Ctr., Friday, January 09, 2009 6pm - 9:30pm, 
1133 Ionia St.  Come celebrate MLK Day with us!! Come dance to the latest songs, learn the latest 
dance moves, and have a great time with all of your friends! This is a free event. Free refreshments 
will be provided. For more info call 904 630-4100 

• There will be a Jacksonville Career Fair Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2009 at the Embassy Suites/ 
Baymeadows, 9300 Baymeadows Rd. 32256 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

• Martin Luther King Day Parade and Celebration - Monday, January 19, 2009 Parade starts at 10 a.m. 
and Celebration at Metropolitan Park 12:30 - 5 p.m. For complete information on Martin Luther King 
Day activities happening in January, visit www.mlkfdn.com. 

• Senior Citizens Legislative Forum – Wednesday, January 21, 2009, Location TBD. Hear concerns 
regarding issues pertinent to seniors addressed by legislators.  For more information, call 630-7392. 

• Applications for the 2009 Keep Jacksonville Beautiful Organization/Business/Individual Award are 
being accepted until Monday, Feb. 16, 2009. For info call Vivian Harrell at 630-3420.  

• Mardi Gras Dance - Friday, February 06, 2009 at 6:00 - 9:30pm - Emmett Reed Center 1093 W.6th St.  
It’s Mardi Gras time and we’ve got hats, beads, and horns for everyone! Come party New Orleans 
style, at our annual Mardi Gras Dance. Free refreshments. This is a free event. For info call 630-4100.  

Phone Numbers City Link - where to go when you need to know  630-CITY (630-2489)  
*Please have the exact address and get a tracking number and estimated date of completion.  

• City Council meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m.  
City Council Chambers, 117 W. Duval St. 32202, For information call 630-1377  

• Duval County School Board meetings are on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.,  
First Floor Board Room, 1701 Prudential Dr., 32207, For info call 390-2000 

• ShAdCo (Sheriff’s Advisory Council)  Zone 1 call 924-5361 at Gateway Shopping Mall - Zone 5 call 384-8028 at 1024 Superior 
Street  - Police Non-Emergency 630-0500 – Neighborhood Watch 630-2160 

• First Coast Crime Stoppers – 1-866-845-TIPS (8477) to report a crime anonymously  
• JEA – 665-6000 – If a street light is out please get the number on the pole to report it   
• JOBS - WorkSource Career Center at Gateway, 5000 Norwood Ave., Suite 2 open M-F, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

For more info call 924-1710 
 

Regular City Council Meeting Schedule  
City Hall at St. James, 117 W. Duval St. – For info call 630-1377 

Meeting Day Time 
City Council  2nd & 4th 

Tuesday 
5:00 p.m. 

Rules Committee 1st & 3rd Monday 10:00 a.m. 
Finance Committee 1st & 3rd Monday 2:00 p.m. 

PHS Committee 1st & 3rd Monday 4:00 p.m. 
TEU Committee 1st & 3rd Tuesday 10:00 a.m. 
RCD Committee 1st & 3rd Tuesday 2:00 p.m.  
LUZ Committee 1st & 3rd Tuesday 5:00 p.m.  

 
Recreation and Community Services – Deputy Director Kelley Boree reported on the following: 

• Members were asked if they had completed surveys to turn in that were given out at the 
November meeting.  

• On January 12th registration will begin for Jax Parks new Intramural Recreation Leagues 
beginning with basketball.  The Leagues are for teen’s ages 13 to 17 years old. The season 
will begin on Feb. 2. The Intramural Sports League locations are: Browning Park, 6014 
Norwood Ave., Forestview Park, 4203 Kenndle Rd., Hollybrook Park, 319 Cherokee St., J. 
Gardner Nip Sams Park, 7000 Richardson Rd, Julius Guinyard Park, 1359 Jefferson St., Henry L. 
Brown Kooker Park, 1400 E. 20th St., Tallulah Park, 336 Tallulah St. and Terrace Park, 657 
Edgewood Ave. N. If you or someone you know would like to be a volunteer please 
contact Jaxparks at funexperts@coj.net   
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• A draft copy of the New Park Rules was passed out. If you have comments please  
e-mail Kelley at Kboree@coj.net  

Members asked questions about the Recreation and Community Services:   
• Will community centers that will be leased out be available to the community for 

events on the weekends and the need for restrooms? Will the programs be just for 
children? Will the center be available for reunions and family gatherings after a 
funeral? What about a neighborhood traditional fall festival? Kelley stated that the 
center will be available for neighborhood association meetings but as far as events 
on the weekends it depends on the type of equipment and security that will be at 
the center.  The goal is for the neighborhood to partner with the program so 
everyone can work together.  

• Members asked what the closing time for parks are – sunrise to sunset is the time for the 
majority of parks unless other wise posted on the park rules sign.   

• Members had concerns with the lights being on after 11 p.m. at the Nips Sam Park. There 
are some lights that face the community that do not have a shade or shield on them.  
There was also a safety concern with the fence around the park field when residents walk 
around the field. Sports fields have to have the outward fence to contain the ball and have 
standards for safety on the ball filed.  

Kelley will have someone check on these concerns. Kelley Boree can be reached at 630-0142 or 
kboree@coj.net   
 
Chairman Burgess’s Report  
Chairman Burgess asked members to be on the following Subcommittees:  

• Members are needed to be on the Sergeant-at-Arms Committee to help set up and take 
down the meeting room. Member Solomon and Member Davis volunteered for this 
committee as well as guest Rick McCann. Future members Diane and Paul Tucker also 
volunteered.  

• A member is needed to be on the Hospitality Committee to sit at the table and welcome 
guests and make sure they sign in. Northwest Jacksonville and soon to be member Cherie 
Peck volunteered.  

• A member is needed to be a Library runner. There is a form for the meeting room that the 
Library must have at the end of the meeting. It is to be filled out with the number of people 
at the meeting and turned in at the front desk upstairs. Member Parker has been doing it. 
Member Parker will continue to do it until someone else volunteers.  

• If all members could help put the chairs and tables away at the end of the each meeting 
that would be a great help.  

 
Announcements/Public Comments  

• Member Burnett remarked about the job fair that Councilman Gaffney hosted at the  
Port in November.  With a lack of coordination between the city, state and feds a serious

 look at services need to be looked at. In a time of high unemployment the need for skills to  
get jobs in this economy is needed.  

• Rick McCann from Tetra Tech did a presentation to the NW CPAC in March on ash 
remediation. He asked the NW CPAC for an endorsement with the technology that his 
company presented.  Member Kerr actually saw the presentation and stated that it was a 
low impact with a huge vacuum cleaning device that was totally contained. It was able to 
go right up to a tree root system and remove all the soli without touching the roots 

 Member Kerr made a Motion to write a letter to vouch for what she saw and support 
that type of technology, if it’s possible dollar wise. To be a safe and a less invasive 
method for the clean up. A second was made by Member Robert.  Member Wyche 
declared a conflict of interest and could not vote. Discussion on how far down the 
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city would remove the dirt which will be 2-feet. The federal guideline is only 1-foot. 
Members asked if the company was local. Yes, for 10 years. The Vote: All in favor; 
none opposed.  

• The Northwest Jacksonville CDC will be hosting a neighborhood cleanup on Saturday,  
Jan. 17 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. meeting at 1122 Golfair Blvd. with food afterwards. Please 
join them.  

 
Motion to Adjourn 
A Motion to adjourn was made by Member Wyche and a second by Member Burnett.   
 The Vote: All were in favor, none opposed.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  
 

The next meeting will be Thursday, February 12, 2009  
Bradham*Brooks NW Library Auditorium  

1755 Edgewood Ave. West  
6 p.m. 

 
 
Submitted by: 
Marilyn Fenton-Harmer 
Neighborhood Coordinator 
255-8236 
Mfharmer@coj.net 
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