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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


THOMAS JEFFERSON CIVIC CENTER 
FEBRUARY 10, 2000 


 
 
Committee Members Present   City/Staff/Public/Media 
 
Brad Straley, chair     Councilman Lad Daniels 


Lorrie DeFrank, Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, vice chair     Ken Avery, Planning Department 
Faye Richardson     Assistant Chief David Gueterman, JSO 
Rosa Stephens      Martin Randall, U.S. Census 
Ada Mae Green     Tom Atkins, Landers-Atkins 
Mary McDowell      William Burke, Landers-Atkins 
Thomas May      Carlton Higgenbotham, Parks Dept. 
George Leverett     Marilyn Fenton-Harmer              
Frances Leverett     Sandy Straley  
Rosa Walker      Ray E. Melgren 
       Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety 
       Sandy Strickland, Times-Union 


      Kevin Kilpatrick 
       Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr. 
       Fred Singletary  
       Ruth May 
 
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Thomas Jefferson Civic 
Center, 8237 Nevada St.  
 
Staff comments 
 
Lorrie DeFrank announced that the deadline for applying for this year’s Mayor’s Neighborhood 
Matching Grants is June 30. She asked people interested in applying to take an application form 
and offered the services of the Neighborhood Services Division in the application process. 
Neighborhood groups may apply for up to $5,000 in matching funds. 
She also announced: 
 JaxPride Week is Feb. 26-March 5. Forms were make available to register projects. 
 Mobility 21 (Transportation Master Plan) workshop will be in the Northwest Planning 


District from 4 to 6 p.m. Feb. 22 in the DOT Urban Training Center at 2250 Irene St. 
 Mayor Delaney’s next town hall meeting will be in the Urban Core on March 6. Location: 


The Ritz Theatre at 6 p.m. 
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DeFrank introduced Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, who will replace Noah Henderson as the 
neighborhood coordinator for the Northwest Planning District. She was not at the meeting in an 
official capacity because her employment paperwork was not yet complete. 
 
DeFrank also announced that John Fleming has been transferred to chief of the Property Safety 
Division and that she will replace Fleming as chief of the Neighborhood Services Division. Both 
changes are pending approval of City Council. 
 
Assistant Chief David Gueterman announced that Zone 5 surpassed its goal of 10% reduction 
in crime by having an 11.4% reduction in overall crime – the greatest reduction of all zones. He 
called the improvement a “team effort.” 
 
Councilman Lad Daniels said he is pleased that almost a year after its introduction, the 
Neighborhood Bill was passed by Council this week. The new law grants automatic standing to 
registered neighborhood organizations for zoning disputes in their immediate area. He urged 
neighborhood associations to register with the Planning Department so they could receive zoning 
change and hearing notifications. CPAC Chairman Brad Straley also expressed pleasure that 
the long-awaited bill had finally passed and expressed appreciation to Daniels. 
 
Ken Avery reported that the Westlake Development (Planned Unit Development MM-99-010) 
received approval at its first hearing, which was held that day. The proposed mixed-use 
development covers several acres from Old Plank Road north to Cisco Garden. Avery said a City 
Council subcommittee will vote on the issue on Feb. 15 and the full Council will vote on it on 
Feb. 22. 
 
Fred Singletary, president of the Thomas Jefferson Civic Club, opposes the plan, which he called 
“bad zoning.” He said the plan endangers environmentally sensitive land and encroaches on the 
White House Naval Airfield. The plan not only endangers pilots but also has the potential of 
running the Navy out of the area and into southern Georgia. He said people who oppose the plan 
also want to avoid congestion such as what has occurred on the Southside because of too much 
development. Avery urged Singletary to attend the hearing on Feb. 15 at 5 p.m. in City Hall. 
 
Program 
 
U.S. Census: 
Martin Randall, manager of the North Jacksonville Office of the U.S. Census Bureau, stressed 
the importance of obtaining an accurate count in the upcoming campaign. Census figures are 
used to determine the amount of federal funding that municipalities receive. Because of an 
undercount in the 1990 Census, Jacksonville missed out on an estimated $12 to $15 in federal 
funds for roads, schools and social programs, he said.  Randall urged neighborhood leaders to 
encourage residents to cooperative by returning questionnaires that are mailed to them and by 
talking to enumerators who visit their homes.  
 
Martin announced that people will be hired to visit homes of people who don’t return cards at a 
pay rate of $11.50 an hour. He asked CPAC members to encourage district residents to apply for 
the jobs because the count will be more successful if people who know the area are doing the 


 2







surveying. His office will hire 1,000 temporary employees in March and April. For information, 
call 1-888-325-7733. 
 
He said this is the first time that the bureau, which conducts a Census every 10 years, has 
launched a paid advertising campaign. Locally, the bureau is partnering with neighborhood 
groups, churches, civic organizations and other associations to help spread the word. 
 
Chairman Straley, who was asked by Mayor Delaney to head the Census Complete Count 
Committee, urged members to do everything they can to ensure an accurate count. “This is big,” 
Straley said. “I’ve been on the CPAC for four years and nothing has been more important than 
this.”  
 
 
Jacksonville (Rails-to-Trails) S-Line 
Tom Atkins of Landers-Atkins Planners Inc. and Carlton Higgenbotham of the city’s 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Entertainment presented the proposed plans for the S-Line, 
an abandoned railroad line than snakes through the Northwest and Urban Core planning districts. 
The proposal is to transform the line into a walking/biking trail from 44th to Beaver streets. It 
will range from 60 to 110 feet wide. The approximately 4.5-mile lighted trail would feature parks 
along the way and would serve a number of neighborhoods. Physical barriers to the project 
include: JEA projects, ditches, a school, and active CSX line and cross-streets.  
 
Landers-Atkins is consultant for the master plan, financed by Preservation Project funding. The 
planners are soliciting public input now and hope to have the plan completed by May.  
 
A community meeting to review the existing site conditions and design criteria developed by the 
consultants will be sponsored by the Parks Department at 6 p.m. Feb. 24 at the Oaks of 
Durkeeville Hope Building.  The project also will be presented at the Urban Core CPAC meeting 
on Feb. 28. 
 
Vice Chairman Diane Kerr expressed concern about the trail in the McCoy’s Creek area, 
which is known to be contaminated. Higgenbotham said the proposal does not include building 
on any ash sites.  
 
Members were asked to make suggestions or comments by calling Atkins at 354-8066 or 
Higgenbotham at 630-3500. 
 
Announcements 
 
Chairman Straley urged members to attend the Mobility 21 meeting on Feb. 22 and invited 
them to attend a reception of the unveiling of a program featuring the five most influential 
African-Americans in the Ritz Theatre on Feb. 17.  
 
He announced that Charlene Taylor-Hill of the Human Rights Commission will conduct a Study 
Circle on March 15. 
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Diane Kerr announced that the Citizens Health Advisory Board will sponsor an informational 
meeting about the incinerator ash issue from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 19 at Clanzel T. Brown 
Community Center. U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown is scheduled to be there.  
 
Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:  6 p.m., March 9, 2000, Thomas Jefferson Civic Center, 8237 Nevada 
Street 
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


THOMAS JEFFERSON CIVIC CENTER 
MARCH 9, 2000 


 


Committee Members Present   City/Staff/Public/Media 
 
Brad Straley, chair     Lorrie DeFrank, Acting Chief Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, vice chair     Assistant Chief David Gueterman, JSO 
Rosa Stephens      Jim Green, FL Department Of Transportation  
Ada Mae Green      Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Elaine Burnett      Katie Urban, Property Safety  
Thomas May      Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety 
George Leverett      Ray E. Melgren 
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr.    Kevin Kilpatrick 
Frances Leverett      J. Kilpatrick 
Fred Singletary      Darrell Brock 
Jean Lewis      Eugene M. Johnson 
John Allen      Denise Kaneer 
Norman Study       Kevin Kilpatrick 


Carol Miller, Jacksonville Area Legal Aid    
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Thomas Jefferson Civic Center, 8237 Nevada St.  
 
Invocation: Ms. Jean Johnson 
 


Staff comments 
School Board Update: Mr. Ken Manuel who was unable to attend and gave Marilyn Fenton-Harmer the following information 
to announce: 
 Stanton is the #1 School in the Nation & Paxon is the # 7 School in the Nation for the number of students taking 


Advanced Placement and IB Courses and passing them.   
 Annie R. Morgan’s Guidance Counselor Elise Key was selected Guidance Counselor for the Year in the State of 


Florida. 
 Superintendent Fryer is setting up committees to try and save money, i.e. our transportation costs are over $5-6 million 


dollars over what the state gives us.  He has various business people studying how we can save money that can be better 
utilized in the classroom and or technology.  Recommendations will be going to the school board soon.  


 FCAT results- they hope to be back by early June.  
 Raines High School had Vice President Gore visit.  This was an exciting day for the students and staff alike.  


Great PR for the school. 
 Raines Feeder Pattern Schools 17 in the Northwest District are working together to help all the students in the 


neighborhood.  Dr. Wendell Holmes is sponsoring a competition for the 17 schools in math, reading, writing and 
speaking. 


 A Victory over Violence parade was held with Annie R. Morgan, Reynolds Lane, Pinedale, and West Jacksonville with 
1342 students and 2 high school marching bands. They marched from Morgan to Paxon in an hour and ten minutes.      


 


Marilyn Fenton-Harmer made the following announcements: 
 Kaleidoscope a Celebration of People will be on April 8th from 10a.m. to 5p.m. at the Jax. Fair Grounds 
 Pat Gleason in Adult Services will be sending out flyers for a seminar on “Security and Safety for the Senior” 


sponsored by the City and the Sheriffs Office on Tuesday. April 18th from 9a.m. to 1p.m. at the Mary L. Singleton Center, 
150 East `1st Street, lunch will be served. 


 A Town Meeting for Senior Citizens will be on Wednesday, April 19th at the Bradham Brooks Northwest Branch Library 
at 1755 West Edgewood Avenue. 


 Florida KidCare Health Insurance forms are available with applications on the table at the entranceway. 
 What is WIC flyers (supplemental food and nutrition education program) and locations of the clinics are on the table.  
 The Mayor’s Neighborhood Matching Grants applications are available.  Mr. Gregory Owens, Project Manager 


Grants and Special Projects will be at our April CPAC Meeting.  
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Chairman Straley asked Lorrie DeFrank when she would be Chief and not Acting Chief. The date is still not set for 
Council approval.  
 


Assistant Chief David Gueterman is trying to boost up membership in ShAdCo(Sheriff’s Advisory Council). Please invite 
community members to be a part of ShAdCo. He explained that there were 3 Sectors in Zone 5, he passed out 3 flyers on the 
following: 
 A ShAdCo Meeting on Monday, March 13th at the EWC Resource Building at 6p.m. for Sector M.    
 On Tuesday, March 21st the ShAdCo Meeting for Sector N will be at the Police Memorial building at 7p.m. 
  On March 18th at 10a.m. Sheriff Glover will walk Sector M-1 starting at 2200 Forest Street.  Sector N will start at 


11:30a.m. at 3000 Moncrief Road.  Councilman Fullwood and Yates are expected to attend.   Be sure to wear comfortable 
shoes for the Sheriff’s Walk.  


 Sub Station is going slowly due to contractors not showing up for scheduled appointments. Hopefully it will be complete 
in the summer.   


 Question on funding for COPS Unit- is no longer federally funded but Sheriff Glover has committed to this.  They did get 
a grant for some Officers 


 Question about police walking 3rd Street and Daniel– Bernard Thomas along with ShAdCo walked the neighborhood and 
found the homeless women who is supported by the neighborhood.  They are trying to find a place for her.  They also 
identified the drug houses.  


 


Elaine Lancaster with Code Enforcement: They deal with minimum housing inspections, unsafe structures,  
nuisance calls and junk vehicles.  Her business cards will be passed out to everyone at the end of the meeting. 
 Mr. John Fleming is our new Division Chief – please give him a chance  
 Introduction of Katie Urban a new Code Enforcement Officer for the Biltmore, Picketville, Lincoln Villas, New 
       Kings Road areas.  
 Questions on junk cars came up they will tag the car and investigate. A Code Officer can NOT go in the backyard past the 


utility meter.  If there is a safety issue they will call the police.  If there ia a problem with rats call the Health Department.  
RV’s are a Zoning issue. 


 


James Green is our Transportation Planner from the Florida Department of Transportation.  He will try to make all our 
meetings. His number is 360-5684. 
 


Councilman Carter sends his regrets on being able to make our meeting.  
 


Program 
Choose Life License Plate-Russ Amerling, State Publicity Coordinator, Secretary &Treasurer, and his wife Jill made the 
presentation. This is the newest license plate that Governor Bush signed into law this year. IM4IT.  Specialty plates raise over 
$17 million dollars each year.  The money that the license plate will raise will go to the expenses that a woman incurs keeping 
her baby to term instead of an abortion and having it adopted.  It is not anti choice but gives the woman a choice to carry her 
baby to term. It is currently not available due to litigation.  You can help by: 
1. Getting a packet and passing this information on to different organizations. 
2. Telling people that 70% of the money will go to the women’s expenses and 30% will go to the Non Profit Agency 
3. Purchase a sample license plate for $10 for the front of your car.   
4. They will go anywhere anytime to get this information out. Please give his number out.  


 


John Allen was on TV for Paxon High School being the #7 School in the Nation for the number of students taking and passing 
AP(Advanced Placement) Exams.   
 


Citizens for Tree Preservation- Mr. Brinton did not attend but Elaine Burnett volunteered to fill in for him. 
They are getting names on a petition for an amendment to the City Charter. This is to stop the cutting down of trees without  
the consequence of replanting them. They need help getting the petitions signed on Election day. If you would like to help call 
722-TREE or 353-8800. They need 20,940 signatures to get on the ballot in November. This is a grassroots effort.  
 


New Business 
 Riverisde clean up on Stockton & Myra and King & College took place.  The later area was cleaned 3 months ago and the 


sidewalks had to be shoveled out.  Who is responsible to clean this street up i.e. Streets & Highways? Also 
a Garbage can on College and King needs to be emptied.  College Street is a State Street.  We would like to have a clean 
up 4 times a year but not less than 2 times a year. We are having a problem with tires being dumped.  We need to call in 
sooner because they will only pick up A certain number of tires.  Thanks Diane for having started the clean up. At the end 
of April will be the RAP Home Tour.  Please Come!  The house on James and Post may be available for the tour. 
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 Questions about Playgrounds in the North Shore area was raised by Denise Kaneer.  Information on who to contact was 
given.  We will have Greg Owens at our next meeting to talk about grants.  Call your Councilman, check with foundations 
and  local businesses.  


 Carol Miller from Legal Aid stated that if you are NOT a 501C your tax return is due 3/15/00. 
 Darrell Brock from Washington Heights invited everyone to his cleanup on Saturday, March 11th.  Suggestions for the 


National Guard, prisoners, Clean It Up, Green It Up, and the Navy for extra help were offered. 
 


Announcements 
Chairman Straley announced the following:  
 Census: You will be receiving your letter from the census.  Be sure to fill it out when you receive it.  April 1st the forms go 


out.  April 11th is the return cut off date.  April 12th will have a 2nd letter and if you don’t respond,  people will be 
knocking on doors six times at $11.50 an hour. If people don’t answer they will be asking neighbors about you.  Jobs are 
still available for the Census. Ask Dave Roman at 630-1255 for flyers on this.  


 Tuesday, May 6this the Council Meeting for the New Council President – We have 6 Council Members. Now is the time 
to lobby.  We are also going to spend $1.5 billion on roads.  The majorities are in the Northwest area.  If you like it,  now 
is the time to tell your Councilman.   


 Fall 2000 – Billy Graham will be here.  The date is not set due to the NFL not letting the Jaguars know the schedule 
for the year.  Local number is 858-7070  


 Calendars are courtesy of Jax Navy Federal Credit Union that opened at Cecil Field. 
 Thank you to Thomas May, Fred Singletary and the Thomas Jefferson Civic Center for hosting our meetings. 
 “Neighborhood Magazine” is excellent. Make sure you get a copy. They area free. You can call Marilyn Fenton-Harmer 


at 630-7024 to get your name on the mailing list.  March/April edition is at the printers and should be coming out soon. 
 Beaver Street Viaduct- Bids are being taken right now, they area showing $10.2 million for this project. 
Drawings for door prizes were given out. 
  
Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 


 
Next meeting: 6 p.m., April 13, 2000, Better Living Community Association at     
                                 Mitchell Community Center, 1010 Acorn Street 
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


BETTER LIVING COMMUNITY – MITCHELL CENTER 
APRIL 13, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 
Brad Straley, chair     Lorrie DeFrank, Acting Chief Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, vice chair     Ken Manuel, Duval County School Board 
Rosa Stephens      Judith A. Truet, Community Services 
Ada Mae Green      Ken Avery, Planning & Development 
George Leverett      Jennifer Hewett, Planning & Development 
Frances Leverett     Helena Atalla, Planning & Development 
Carrie Washington     Terry Lindemann, Property Safety 
Elaine Burnett      Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety 
Thomas May      Katie Urban, Property Safety 
Laura M. Lee      Officer James M. Fuller, JSO 
Norman Study      James Green, Department of Transportation 
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr    Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Erma L. Cole      Mae M Dinah  Dora Ford 
Mary McDowell     Lillian Jackson  Mercedes Harris 
Darrell Brock      Anne Herndon  Rita Nesbit 
L. J. Solomon      Coach Dixon  Katherine Walker 
Jean A. Lewis      Brenda Sugar  Al Pierce 
Faye Richardson     Henry Cue, Jr.  Louise Cobb 
Joseph Anderson     Clarissa Genwright Tim Butts 


      Mary Study  Sylvia Brown 
     Tracy Williams  Bernice Buckley 


      Tim Williams  Elsie Grace Walker 
Lavenia Gilmo  Selina R. Agnew 


       Grace Atkinson  Mary Knighten 
       Ruby Bardwell  Joanna L. Johnson 
       Pastor Carl Odom, Jr.  Ehgin Foreman, Jr. 
       Barbara Woodson, Times Union 
        
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Mitchell Center, 1010 Acorn Street 
 
Invocation: Rev. Anthony Wyche, Sr. 
 
Chairman Straley thanked Mr. & Mrs. Leverett, Ms. Dinah and the Better Living Community for hosting the 
meeting with the best turn out this year. 
 
Staff comments 
Judith Truet, Director of Community Services spoke about the JCCI (Jacksonville Community Council Inc) new 
study “ Sex Trade Report.”  Rosa Stephens, a committee member and source for the study to happen, explained that 
prostitution was a big concern for the Royal Terrace area.  Some of the myths that were addressed were 1. It’s not 
only women but also men and children 2. Sex traders were not spreading diseases as rampantly as thought. 3. Sex 
traders are and have been victims since childhood.  4. It is very hard to find employment after being arrested for 
prostitution.  5. We need the support of the community to help this situation.  The JCCI study was passed out and if 
more copies are needed call Judy Truet at 630-3632. The Mayor’s Office is aggressively preserving land throughout 
Jacksonville. The new edition of the Neighborhood Magazine’s cover story is about preservation.  The Mayor also 
wants to continue to plant trees for clean air and to see nature in the wild.  Don’t forget to fill out your 2000 
Census! 
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Lorrie DeFrank, Acting Chief of Neighborhood Services, reminded us of the free Crape Myrtle giveaway with 6 
locations.  This year you can get 4 trees.  It starts at 7a.m.  If a neighborhood would like to reserve 30 trees they can 
call ahead to 630-3420 however; they will not hold them.  It is a first come first serve basis.  The Mayor’s next 
Town Meeting will be in the Southwest Planning District at Lake Shore Middle School at 6p.m. on May 1, 2000.   
They are held 6 times a year.   
 
Officer Jim Fuller, JSO, talked about the new sub station.  They hope that it will be fully operational in mid June. 
They will then have the Grand Opening 30 – 45 days later.  They will have the nicest facility, once it is complete.  
They are using inmate labor to save tax dollars.  Please call 630-2191 with Zone 5 problems.  The Sheriff’s office 
needs your help.  Zone 5 is the largest area and we can’t do it without citizens helping the police.  We are currently 
having trouble with auto thefts.  The majority of the car doors are unlocked and left open at convenience stores. 
Questions arose about 18 wheel cabs being parked on a residential street. They can get a ticket.  The same with 
school buses.  Call the non-emergency number 630-0500 to report this.  The Cops Station Sign at 1061 Line Street 
is still not in place.  When will this happen? If a RV is on private property you can call zoning 630-4957.  If it’s on 
the right of way call 630-0500 police non-emergency number.  The Paxon Neighborhood Watch will be walking 
the Paxon/Biltmore Neighborhood this Saturday from 9:30am until 12:30pm 
 
Chairman Straley introduced Ms. Dinah, the wife of the late Mr. Louis Dinah, of the Better Living Community and 
thanked her for her continued hard work. 
 
Terry Lindemann, Elaine Lancaster and Katie Urban, Code Enforcement, in North Riverside they had 25 
weeds, 7 min. housing, 11 vehicles for a total of 45 tickets.  In the Northside Smart Community 12 weeds and 6 
vehicles.  The sweep in Newtown is still not complete.   The 4-day totals are 404 inspections: 244 weeds, 104 
vehicles, 9-min. housing and 19 new unsafe structures for a total of 47 unsafe structures.  If you have problems 
please write them down and bring them to the meeting and Code Enforcement will have an update at the next 
meeting on the status of the complaint.  Problems at 1852/54 Broadway Avenue the roof is caving in and children 
are jumping from house to house.  North Riverside has submitted 80 papers with various problems. Ms. Kerr would 
like the status on these.   
 
Jim Green, State Department of Transportation, questions on JTA bus stop trashcans came up.  Call Dave 
Martin 630-3147 for a trash can or trash removal at bus stops. On Normandy, trucks are parking on the right of 
way.  Beaver Street will be discussed at the next meeting.  Resurfacing of I-95 continues but are waiting for a night 
with a temperature of at least 60 degrees all night for the final layer.  This summer resurfacing from Lem Turner to 
I-295 will take place.  Question on how to get neighborhood roads resurfaced? Call Sam Mousa.  The JTA 
Transportation recommendation will take place on 4/18/00 at 6pm at the Irene Street Transportation Building.  The 
JTA transportation recommendation that will then be presented to the Mayor.  If you want the Northwest to go first 
go to the meeting and voice your concerns or write your Councilman.     
 
PROGRAM 
Helen Attala, presented the 1999-2004 Capitol Improvement Plan with the years on the cover being incorrect. It 
should read 2000-2005.  There are 760 projects planned over the next 5 years over $25,000.  On 4/27/00 there will 
be a public hearing on this plan.  If you have any suggestions call Helena at 630-4921 or Hattala @coj.net.  From 
the hearing it will then go before the Mayor’s budget review and then before City Council. 
 
Ken Avery and Jennifer Hewett, Planning and Development, One Zoning exception for a mobile home off 20th 
Street at Old Kings Road.  There are no concerns with this from staff.  The \hearing date is set for 4/27/00.  They 
also presented the Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan for College and Myrtle Avenue.  Councilwoman Yates 
wanted to see this Area developed.  This is the first presentation into the community for input.  An Advisory 
Committee of residents needs to be set up.  George Leverett wants to be a member.  This presentation will be 
continued next month.  Questions on a systematic approach for planning redevelopment was asked - the initiative 
started in Springfield and Councilperson Fullwood and Yates are doing this in District 8/9.  Concerns: The 
encroachment of commercial entities taking over the neighborhood.  If you have any questions call Ken at 630-
2386 and Jennifer at 630-1606. 
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Jessie Wiles apologized for having another meeting.  He went over the Redevelopment Plan. Councilman Yates and 
Fullwood have concerns that families not be displaced but the neighborhood be improved. 
 
Lorrie DeFrank presented the Mayor’s Matching Grant Program. Last year 87 groups submitted applications 
and 47 organizations received them.  It is very competitive but not difficult.  Be sure to fill out the form as 
requested.  Blue note sheets were passed out to assist with the application.  Groups have to be established for the 
past 6 months. Be creative.  The deadline is June 30th.  This year they have added the planting of 10 trees per $1000 
awarded. Ms. DeFrank went over the application.  Any questions please call Greg Owens at 630-7041. Good Luck! 
 
Announcements 
Chairman Straley wanted to acknowledge that John Allen of the Paxon Youth Council was honored at the 
Volunteer Jacksonville Awards event and aired on Channel 12.  He was the first place winner for Kids  
Who Care 2000. Faye Richardson of Cisco Gardens, Rosa Stephens and Ada Mae Green of Royal Terrace, were 
featured in our Neighborhood Magazine. 
 
Vice Chairperson Kerr announced changes at City Hall that included: John Kersey going to Animal Control, John 
Fleming going to Code Enforcement and Lorrie DeFrank to Acting Chief.  A motion from NW CPAC to support the 
appointment of Lorrie DeFrank for the position of Chief was made and seconded.  The vote: All were in favor with 
no objections.  A Motion to write a letter in support for the Mayor’s appointment of DeFrank needs to read that 
“we enthusiastically support her” was made and seconded. She has been most helpful and knowledgeable. The 
vote: All were in favor with no objections.    
 
Elaine Burnett wanted everyone to be sure they were receiving a copy of the Neighborhood Magazine.  Ms. 
Stephens and Ms. Green are pictured this month. 
 
Chairman Straley restated the importance of completing the Census. As of 4/18 workers will be coming door to 
door to get your numbers.  They are making $11.50 and hour of our tax dollars.  Please be sure to be counted.  This 
only happens once every ten years.  Please be sure to remind your neighborhood organizations to fill out their 
forms.  As of 4/11 Jacksonville had 59% return mailed in.  Next month we will have the continuation of Ken and 
Jennifer’s presentation, Jeff Sheffield, Transportation Plan for 10 minutes and a surprise speaker that will be 
outstanding.  Please invite your neighbors and you will receive a notification letter. 
 
Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: 6 p.m., May 8, 2000, Better Living Community Association at     
                    Mitchell Community Center, 1010 Acorn Street (unless notified otherwise) 
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


BETTER LIVING COMMUNITY – S.P. Livingston Elementary 
MAY 11, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, chair     Ken Manuel, Duval County School Board 
Elaine Burnett      Ken Avery, Planning & Development 
George Leverett      Charlene Taylor-Hill, Jax. Human Rights Commission 
Frances Leverett     Terry Lindemann, Property Safety 
Thomas May      Katie Urban, Property Safety 
Betty Griner      Officer James M. Fuller, JSO 
John Allen      James Green, Department of Transportation 
Joseph Anderson     Jeff Sheffield, First Coast, MPO  
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr.    Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Christina Campbell     Mae M Dinah  Anne Herndon   
Rev. Eugene M. Johnson    Coach Dixon  Katherine Walker 


     Brenda Sugar  Al Pierce 
     Henry Cue, Jr.  Louise Cobb 


       Clarissa Genwright Tim Butts 
      Sylvia Brown  Bernice Buckley 
      Lavenia Gilmo  Grace Atkinson   


Mary Knighten  Kelly Johnson 
Andrea Burke  Rose Wynn 


       Daniel Wynn  Ada G. White 
       Barney Roberts  Estelle R. Jones 
       Luella Mason  Christina Mann 
       Mary McKnight  Marilyn Ross   
       Ethel Gainer  Bertha Richardson 
       Gail Ray  Roberta Goode 
       Joann Sorrells  Shirely Deen 
       Edith McLellan  Leigh Dickinson 
       Pamela Pumphery Noah Henderson 
       David W. Narcomey, American Indian Community Assoc. 
       Alliniece Taylor, Times Union 
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Media Center at S.P. Livingston 
Elementary, 1128 Barber Street 
 


Invocation: Mr. George Leverett 
 


Chairman Straley thanked Mr. & Mrs. Leverett, Ms. Dinah and the Better Living Community for hosting the 
meeting with the best turn out this year.  Chairman Straley also went over the rules: to please wait to be 
acknowledged by the Chairperson before speaking. He also recognized Noah Henderson who has been retired since 
October 1999 and is a volunteer on every board and is ready to go back to work.  Chairman Straley said that we all 
miss him and to continue to do such a great job. 
 


Staff comments 
Judith Truet, Director of Community Services was unable to be in attendance however; she left the Mayor’s  
“Better Jacksonville Plan” in which the Mayor rolled out the plan this past week.  We will talk about this later. 
 


Ken Manuel, Duval County School Board, apologized for not being in attendance for the past meetings. The 
Area 12 School Advisory Council (SAC- Raines Feeder Schools – 17 Schools) concerns have been the staffing  
of schools in our area.  This has been discussed with the Superintendent and Human Resources. We have a 
commitment in this region to staff the schools with competent teachers’, especially targeted schools, by the end  
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of June.  The governance of schools is by SAC.  Many parents are not aware what SAC is.  The School Advisory 
Council determines and reviews the school budget.  Mr. Manuel encourages your support in joining SAC.  June 2nd 
is the last day of school. Report cards will go home with the Elementary Students but if you have not received your 
child’s report card from the middle or high school 3 days after the close of school, please be sure to call your 
child’s school to see if they have to go to summer school.  If the students do not show up the first 2 days they will 
not be allowed to go.  If you need help call 639-7938.  A question on how to join SAC was asked? Just call your 
local school and they will give you the information.  You do have to be appointed by a Principal from the 
community but anyone can attend.  We will put you in touch with the closest school, just call 639-7939. 
 


Ken Avery, Planning and Development, has 2 applications for the May 25th hearing at 2p.m.at City Hall the 
public is invited. The numbers are E 0047 for a Mobile Home and E 0053 for a Daycare Center at 4924 Moncrief 
Rd. West. If you have any concerns call 630-2386. A question as to why the City advertises in the Florida Daily 
Record and not the Times Union was asked?  Chairmen Straley asked the members if we would like to vote on this 
we can do so in July.  A question was asked if the Daycare was near the Ash Site. There does not appear to be any 
problem. You can call Diane Kerr on any of the Ash Site concerns.  
 


Officer Jim Fuller, JSO, said they had a good year last year and a rough beginning of the year.  They do not think 
they are doing something wrong.  There have been a lot of burglaries in this area from Myrtle Avenue to 20th Street.  
They intend to open the new sub station on July 1st.  It is on McDuff Avenue.  Assistant Chief Gueterman has been 
working very hard to see that it gets completed.  It will have everything that the Police Memorial Building has with 
the exception of the Sheriff.  Chairman Straley said we would be having our July, August and September Meeting 
there. If you have any specific problems please see Officer Fuller privately at 7p.m. There have been problems with 
trucks parking in residential areas.  All the problems last month have been worked on.  A question if Home Safety 
Checks are still done?  The police will check on your house for 2 weeks when you are on vacation and they also do 
environmental design classes. You can contact Community Affairs for this.   Call 630-0500 or 630-2191 for any 
questions or non-emergency problems. 
 


Ms. Julie Hudson, Vice-Principal at S. P. Livingston Elementary, welcomed us to S. P. Livingston Elementary 
School. We’re glad you’re here.  They are finalists in a Clean Campus Award and to keep the momentum going 
will be having a planting of 30 Crape Myrtles from Clean It Up Green It Up as well as donated plants from Ace 
Proctor.  We could use volunteers.  There will also be a car wash with donations to the Safety Patrol and a Uniform 
Swap pending the availability of uniforms. We would love to have you visit us at any time and thank you for 
coming. 
 


Terry Lindmann, Code Enforcement, the New Town sweep went for 7 days with 878 inspections: 226 weed lots, 
154 junk cars, and 38 new condemned structures.  They gave the list of unsafe structures to the COPS Unit so they 
can watch them and arrest anyone for trespassing.  You should see an improvement in a short period of time.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Leverett were kind to offer water when they were walking the neighborhood.  They usually don’t get such 
a warm welcome. Thank you.  Mr. John Fleming, the new boss is working out great and is very helpful.  If you 
have any questions call 630-1212 ext 3846. 
 


Jim Green, State Department of Transportation, some time in June there will be an open house for the Beaver 
Street Viaduct closer to the date when construction will begin. Work planned for I-10 and Stockton ramp will be 
closed for the new Fuller Warren Bridge lanes to be opened.  This will take place on Saturday Night May 13th.   
With the Legislature over, the Governor’s Plan 2000 will start next spring to widen I-95/I-295 North to Nassau 
County from 4 to 6 Lanes.  I-10/I-95 Interchange was scheduled for 2010 will be moved up to 2005 if all plans and 
permits take place. A question about the Beaver Street Viaduct was asked.  It will be upgraded to a modern 4 lane 
Viaduct.  It is currently very old and narrow and very difficult to maintain.  More info will be available by June.  
Any other questions please call 360-5684 
 


Program: 
Jeff Sheffield, Transportation Improvement Plan, please feel free to come up and view the map.  The Handout  
is a supplement of the Northwest Planning district but the Plan is for road improvements for 2001-2005 for the 
Florida Department of Transportation, JTA, JaxPort, Public Works, and the surrounding Counties.  We are in the 
public involvement period if you have any questions please call 630-1911. Mr. Sheffield went through the 
Northwest projects from the handout.  A question about the widening of the road between Ribault and Soutel 
where they put in tree islands in narrowed the road and is a problem.  Jeff will check on this. A question about  
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College Street to Margaret Street, will it be resurfaced? Yes.  Will it be turned over to the City? Not sure especially 
if the street is going to be turned into a 2 way-street.  There has been a 10-year request for reversion. RAP will 
contact Jeff on this. Is Phase 2 of Soutel and US 1and Lem Turner programmed?   Phase 1 is programmed but not 
Phase 2.  What are the criteria for a road to be resurfaced? DOT has its own criteria.  You can get his by calling 
Jeff Sheffield.   
 


Mr. Leverett, Redevelopment Plan for College and Myrtle Avenue, the first advisory meeting was held last 
week.  There were maps with more detail on what they are going to do which was presented.  The outline of the 
request for EWC’s expansion as well as Load King was discussed.  We hope to have this information at the next 
CPAC Meeting.  A question of whether Load King went bankrupt was asked? No-one knew for sure. 
 


Charlene Taylor-Hill, Executive Director, Jacksonville Human Rights Commission presented “Study Circle” 
which is a process where citizens of the community come together to talk on race relations. Ms. Taylor-Hill asked 
a question “Do you think a group of people who did not know each other could come into a room and talk about  
race relations without yelling and screaming?  Is it possible? Some hands went up and some did not.  Along with 
Laura and David, who each presented their own story. Laura led a diversified group for 5 weeks.  Everything 
remains strictly confidential.  One may not agree but it is to try to understand each other with respect. David  
Narcomey passed out flyers on “Nobody’s Mascot” and American Indian Sports Teams Mascots, Tokens,  
Nicknames, Logos and Associated Symbols – Psychological Considerations”.  The “Study Circle” will help open  
hearts by listening and communicating with a group of fellow citizens.  It is a safe place to talk about race.  
Members in attendance talked of their concerns and stories of race.  We invite you to participate.  Applications 
were passed out or call the Human Rights Office at 630-3430 for further information. 
 


Announcements 
Chairman Straley announced that Diane Kerr had a heart attack and Rosa Stephens is our contact.  Diane is at 
home. Please be sure to sign the “Get Well” card.  Willie Hickson is in the hospital; please sign his card before you 
leave.  On May 23rd the City Council will vote in a new President. To voice your opinions call 630-1377.  Call early 
and often.  City Ordinance 447 on Adult Activities (massage parlors 1000 feet from schools and churches). Call 
630-1377 to voice your opinion.  When the CPAC’s were formed by Mayor Austin, there were fights with builders 
and developers on land use.  We used to receive all notices with the legal stance.  The City Council is asking for  
information to be limited. This is Ordinance 445.  It is in the early stages and may be voted on in June or July.  It is 
hard to change it once it has been passed.  Last month the Council voted 10 in favor to 8 for Lorrie DeFrank to be 
the Division Chief for the Neighborhoods Services Division.  Chairman Straley talked about the letter he wrote to 
the Transportation Board about the decision on which corridor would get mass transit.  They mentioned Downtown,  
Westside with Cecil Field and Orange Park, the Beaches corridor but nothing in the Northwest.  He was very 
disappointed in the process.  May 2nd was the vote and the Northwest didn’t get anything.  Councilman Holzendorf 
agrees with us.  Next week Chairman Straley will meet with Councilwoman Yates.  To say we were slighted is an 
understatement. Chairman Straley thanked Mr. and Mrs. Leverett for hosting our meeting at a facility where we can 
all fit.  He has talked with Councilman Fullwood about a bigger Mitchell Center if the City would buy the adjacent 
property. Our next meeting will be at the Louis Dinah Senior Center on Flag Street.  He said that with great 
pleasure.  Community Development hopes that the signs will be up in time and apologizes for the delay.  Our June 
8th meeting will have Mayor Delaney as our guest speaker.  We will be the first CPAC to have him.  Almost sure he 
will be speaking about the “Better Jacksonville Plan”.   These high-ticket items will only get more expensive over 
time.  We will have the opportunity to hear the Plan and vote either way. 
 


Marilyn Fenton-Harmer would like to thank all the neighborhood organizations for being so gracious and 
accepting.  Please be sure to sign in and get all the flyers with the current City information.    
 


Census. As of May 64.7% mailed in their forms. In 1990 at this time only 59% responded.  We only get this 
chance once every ten years. Please tell your neighbors to answer their doors to the Census takers.  
 


Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 


Next meeting: 6 p.m., June 8, 2000, Louis Dinah Senior Center Hosted by the Better Living Community 
at 1805 Flag Street (South off Kings Road 1.3 miles West of Myrtle Avenue)    
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


BETTER LIVING COMMUNITY – Louis Dinah Senior Center 
July 13, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, Chair     Lorrie DeFrank, Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, Vice chair     Ken Avery, Planning & Development 
Elaine Burnett      Jenifer Hewett, Planning & Development 
George Leverett      Donald Garrett, Property Safety 
Frances Leverett     Terry Lindemann, Property Safety 
Thomas May      Katie Urban, Property Safety 
Mary McDowell     Officer Rick Alley, JSO 
Erma Cole      James Green, Department of Transportation 
Joseph Anderson     Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Faye Richardson     Mae M Dinah  Anne Herndon   
Rev. Eugene M. Johnson    Henry Cue, Jr.  Rose Wynns 
Norman Study      Joe McGill  Eleanor Williams 
Rosa Walker      Janice Hawkins  Lavinia Gilmo 
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr    Deborah Wyche  Rev. R. F. Langford 
Carrie Washington     Kelly Johnson  Angela Qualls 
*Paul Carneal      Melissa Naler  Karen Platt 
*Reeda Harris      Michelle Kinnaman Priscilla Sanchez 


 Barbara Olinzolck – UNF Professor 
      Mr. & Mrs. C. D Tyson   


*New members  
 


Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. at the Louis Dinah Senior Center, 1805 Flag St. 
 


Invocation: Joe McGill 
 


Chairman Straley asked that everyone please sign-in and pick up the information on the table.  With Mayor Delaney  
as our guest last month we have housekeeping to do this month. We had a fantastic turnout last month and this 
meeting will be a different kind of meeting. 
 


Staff comments 
Jennifer Hewett, Planning Department, went over the boundaries of the Beaver/Mrytle Avenue Redevelopment 
Plan.  The Plan will be a guide for businesses in the area.  Existing conditions in the area are: mixed use with a high 
number of vacant lots, sub-standard homes and single family homes with 15% being HabiJax.  There is limited 
development for retail. The advisory committee is meeting monthly.  They are surveying the group for residents and 
stakeholders.  If you have any questions call Jennifer at 630-1606 
 


Officer Rick Alley, JSO, Assistant Chief Gueterrman sends his apology for not being here.  He is on vacation.   
The New Sub-Station is just about finished and will be ready for our August 10th meeting.  Violent crime in Zone 5 
for the first half of the year is down .5% but burglary is up 22% and auto theft is up 11.7%.  We need to come up  
with solutions together to work on this.  Total year to-date is 9.1% is up but since last month we went down 3.4% 
If you have any concerns please see Officer Alley at the end of the meeting.  
 


Ken Avery, Planning and Development, has a number of applications for the July 27th hearing at 2p.m.at City Hall 
the public is invited. The following are exceptions: 


E-00-072 on Lenox has an existing service station that wants to sell beer and wine. 
E-00-0074 1 chair beauty salon in a residential house that wants a home occupation.   
E-00-075 20th St/Prospect/Melson has 3 mobile homes and wants to add 3 more on each lot.  
E-00-073 Y2K bar on Lem Turner wants a full liquor license but there are 19 day-care and churches in the 
immediate area.  
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 The following are rezoning:  
 R-00-0629 North side of Normandy Blvd. was zoned a single family City is just now getting around to 
changing it RPI. 
 R00-0635 College Street-property being converted from a public school to residential 20 unit condo. 
Land Use Amendment: 
 LUD-0041NW Corner of Ernona Street and Cassidy Street.  This was submitted in 1998 2 times and it was 
denied.  The City has paid twice for this to appear.  
 


Chairman Straley introduced Professor Olinzolck from the University of North Florida along with a number of  
nursing students.   
 


Code Enforcement: Terri Lindemann and Katie Urban had nothing to report but would take any concerns or 
questions. There were none reported but you can call 630-1212 ext. 3846 or 630-CITY for assistance. 
 


Chairman Straley introduced Janice Hawkins of the Magnolia Project that is a Health Clinic for Women on 45th Street.  
They service zip codes 02, 04, 06, and 09.  Please encourage women to come.  Their mission is to reduce infant 
mortality. 
 


Northwest Concerns: 
Zoning Chesterfield Terrace presented by Joe McGill: This same issue was brought up in 1998.  It is 3/10 of an 
acre residential lot.  The owner wants to have it zoned Industrial Light.  The Industrial Light definition was read. The 
owner of the property and residents were invited to attend this meeting.  This is a Quasi-Judicial matter.  With the 
owner (Jack Lanier) not present we cannot support or deny this. This issue was thought to be a dead issue when the 
owner had the City pay for this rezoning in 1998 that the City Council voted 13-3 to deny. Now here it is again with 
the City paying for it again.  There are safety concerns such as 18 wheel trucks on a 17-foot road.  At the City Council 
meeting the owner did not come. This property was sited and 5 months later the owner cleaned it up.  The owner was 
invited to the SW CPAC in which he did not attend.  There are more residents moving in that are not aware of the 
zoning problems.  Mr. McGill sent a certified letter to Jack Lanier and spoke with him and he said that he would do 
anything he is permitted to use the land for.  The property is still not clean and the neighbors usually mow it.  Mr. 
Lanier is a junk dealer and stores his junk on many different parcels of land that he owns.  At a meeting in 1998 at the 
Ramona School, Mr. Lanier stated that he would get what ever he wants.  We hope you will support the denial of this 
to the Planning Commission.  Mr. McGill stated he has nothing against Mr. Lanier only the zoning.  If you would like 
to see other properties that Mr. Lanier owns, Mr. McGill has a list of addresses. Pictures were passed around of the 
problems. Having a junkyard in a residential neighborhood looks run down and adds to the problems with bugs and 
rodents. This gives an added spot for illegal dumping.  We want the neighborhood to beautify not deteriorate.  Families 
have spent their money on a home and want to be proud of.  The reason that this has come back is because of the 
Comprehensive Plan, mistakes were made that need to be corrected.  The City spent the money and didn’t even hear 
from the property owner.  A Motion to have a letter written to the City Council with the NW CPAC concerns was made 
and seconded.  All were in favor, none opposed. 
 


The Better Jacksonville Plan-Chairman Straley: Tuesday at 10:30a.m. the City Council will take a vote for the 
budget and to be placed on the September 5th ballot for the Better Jax. Plan.  The Mayor has been doing 2 to 3 speaking 
engagements daily and will continue until the vote in September.  The average turn out for a primary is 20-25%.  
Concerns about the roads and sidewalks were made.  Will the citizens still have to pay for the sidewalks? This is a 
safety issue for children walking to schools. A recommendation to draft a letter on this issue was made. Elaine Burnett 
agreed to do this and get it to the Chairman.  The NW CPAC had the greatest number in our attendance history for the 
Mayor. Thank you. 
 


Lem Turner-Old Pic-N-Save-Anthony Wyche: wanted us to oppose the application for a full liquor license due to 
the 19 churches and day cares in the area. This will just add to the problems in the neighborhood.  We need positive 
ways to make the neighborhood improve, not decline.  A Motion to have the support of the NW CPAC to deny this 
application was made and seconded. All were in favor with 1 no vote.  The hearing will be on July 27th at 2p.m. at City 
Hall, Council Chamber.   
 


Mobile Homes on Melson Avenue-Faye Richardson: asked that the NW CPAC support the denial of this 
application.  A Motion to support denial of this application was made and seconded. A discussion on the current 
neighborhood and concerns were held. Since the owners were not present, a letter will be written discussing the NW 
CPAC concerns by Faye Richardson and sent to the Chairman.    
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Chairman Straley said that copies of these letters would be sent with the agenda.  
 
New Ways Initiative Grant-Carrie Washington, Chairperson: The NW CPAC Committee approved $27,570.00. 
Thank you to Elaine Burnett, Erma Cole, Mary McDowell, and Rosa Stephens.  The report is attached. Everyone is  
encouraged to visit the sites.  Chairman Straley thanked the Committee for their hard work. A Motion to accept the 
report as read was made and seconded.  All were in favor and none opposed. 
 


Next month we will discuss the notices and publications.  How many of you have heard of the Financial News? 
Only 2 out of 44 had heard of it. 
 


Matching Grants-Lorrie DeFrank: 84 Applications were received for a total proposal of $355,000 but there is 
only money for $200,000.  The grants will go before the review committee and the applicants will be notified in 
late August one way or the other.  Two years ago the NW CPAC was #1 in the amount of money received. 
 


Rededication of the Louis Dinah Senior Center-Ms. Mae Dinah: It was very nice and couldn’t have been better  
with the exception of just getting out of surgery.  About 120 people came with Councilman Fullwood, Warren 
Jones and Mr. Leverett speaking. 
 


NW CPAC Bus Tour- Elaine Burnett: has agreed to chair this again.  Mr. & Mrs. Leverett, Mr. May, Mr. Study, 
Ms. Kerr will assist Elaine with this.  The NW started the bus tour now all CPAC’s are doing them.   
 


Mary McDowell will be in the hospital for the next meeting please keep her in your thoughts and prayers. 
 


State Department of Transportation-Jim Green: The Beaver Street Viaduct will have an Open House and will 
notify the members when this will take place. Please be sure to come to this to let your input be known.  I-95 
repairs are done.  Edgewood to Mrytle to Dunn to Trout River will be re-paved with some closures.  Resurfacing  
of New Kings Road to Nassau County will begin in the fall.  With the Better Jax. Plan the City and the State may  
exchange projects with the expansion of the Matthews Bridge.  Any other questions please call 360-5684 
 


Marilyn Fenton-Harmer read the thank you card from the McPherson Family. CPAC surveys were due June 15th  
and we had only 7 turned in from District 5 so please help us improve by filling out the survey.  The Mayor’s 
Neighborhood Summit is Friday, September 8th at the Prime Osborn and we need to nominate an individual and a 
neighborhood. The winner names are due August 15th.  The winners will need a small bio on why they were chosen.    
Please be sure to sign in.  Thank you.  
 


Chairman Straley thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 8:08 p.m. 
 


Next meeting: 6 p.m., August 10, 2000, Police Sub Station, 210 South McDuff Avenue   
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


 Police Sub Station Zone 5 – 210 South McDuff Avenue 
September 14, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, Chair     Lorrie DeFrank, Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, Vice chair     Ken Avery, Planning & Development 
Elaine Burnett      Judy Truett, Community Services 
George Leverett      Donald Garrett, Property Safety 
Frances Leverett     Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety 
Thomas May    Katie Urban, Property Safety   
Norman Study    Assistant Chief David Gueterman 
Erma Cole      John Crofts, Planning & Development 
Jean Lewis      Christi Veleta, Environmental Protection Board 
Joseph Anderson     Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Faye Richardson     Mae M Dinah  Anne Herndon   
Pastor Eugene M. Johnson    Lillian Jackson  Inez Crenshaw 
Samuel Barney      Joan Barney  Bertha Richardson 
Rosa Walker      Grace Atkinson  Luella Mason 
William Taylor      Delores Taylor  Bernice Buckley   
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr    Marcelle Taylor  Henry Cue 
Ray E. Melgren      Louise Brimmer Helen Senior 
Lydia Miller      Mary Knighton  Tim Butts 
Alton Yates      Larry Tobin  Cheryl Tobin   
Larry Solomon      Bernadette Moran Ernest Clayton 


      Ronney Lanier  Barney Roberts   
       Deborah Wyche, King’s Kid Academy   
       Trip Stanly, Citizens For Tree Preservation, Inc.  


Gene Hollerman, Learn to Read, Inc   
Pam Pumphery, EWC Community Services 


        
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. at the New Police Sub Station at 210 South 
McDuff Avenue 
 
Invocation: George Leverett 
 
Chairman Straley asked that everyone please sign-in and pick up the information on the table.  Doing this position for 
3 years, it is very nice to have lots of members and visitors to attend our meeting.  This is a public meeting and we are 
glad you are here. If you are not on the mailing list, we will get you on it.  
 
Staff Comments: 
Assistant Chief Gueterman, JSO - Welcomed us to the new Sub Station.  The Sheriff’s department is glad to be at 
the Seaboard Credit building. Parking may be a challenge for large meetings.  We are here to help with anything to do 
with JSO that can be done at the Police Memorial Building.  They have had the cooperation of Seaboard Credit, 
numerous Officers, inmates and help from A. Phillip Randolph Academy to make this a reality. We are proud to be 
here.  They are building a relationship with the students and citizens in the neighborhood. There is a lot of work that is 
needed in this neighborhood and we are here to help. There have been burglaries with trucks lately and are working on 
this. ShAdCo N met Tuesday.  James Prime is Chair, Rev. Brown, Vice Chair/Treasurer, and Reeda Harris, Secretary.  
ShAdCo M meets on the 2nd Monday at the Emmett Reed Center and Diane Kerr is Chair. ShAdCo O meets on the 2nd 
Monday as well at the Pickett Civic Club at 7pm with Joe Anderson as the Chair.  There being no questions, the 
Sheriff’s Annual Report was distributed.   
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Judith Truett – Director, Community Services – Was proud and pleased that the Mayor’s Better Jacksonville Plan 
was approved. With the Children’s Commission $500,000 for 5 years along with the Robert Lee Johnson Foundation 
will be able to have after school programs. They need to raise $10 for every $1 they give us.  There will be 4 
communities with the possibility of more to win after school activities.  The truancy program is catching and picking 
up the students and we think that has a direct correlation on the reduced number of burglaries during the day.  
 
Lorrie DeFrank – Division Chief, Neighborhood Services – Thanked everyone who attended the Mayor’s 
Neighborhood Summit.  We hope that you enjoyed it and made suggestions on how to make it better. Suggestions: 
Have a hot lunch next year and register by computer. The Florida Neighborhoods Conference will be in Fort 
Lauderdale on October 5th to 7th.  We have registration booklets available.  The Human Rights Commission has “Study 
Circles” about diversity and they will start this month for 6 weeks and will meet once a month. If you are interested, 
see Lorrie at the end of the meeting.  
  
Ken Avery, Planning and Development,   
The following is a Rezoning Ordinance: 


# 2000-892  South Side of Kings Road, West of Spires Avenue, 1902, 1906, and 1922 Kings Road. 
The following are Exceptions: 


E-000-108  6458 Paragon Street Mobile Home 
E-000-123 7877 Paschale Street Mobile Home 
E-000-113 2996 West 20th Street Mobile Home 


 E-000-115 6147 Old Kings Road Mobile Home 
 The following is a Variance: 
 WRF-00-43 1442-1 Dolph Road Reduce required minimum frontage from 160 feet to 0 feet. 
If you have any questions or did not receive the handouts please call Ken at 630-2386. 
 
Code Enforcement: This is a very busy season with grass that needs to be mowed.  If you have anything to report  
Code will be here at the end of the meeting.   You can call 630-1212 ext. 3846 or 630-CITY for assistance 
 
Guest Speakers: 
John Crofts- Deputy Director, Planning & Development – Made a presentation on how there were 500 to 700 
applications this past year. Public notices are given in a timely manner to properties 350 feet of the property affected.  
The law states that notification be given in a public paper. A new City Ordinance 2000-445 was just passed to be 
effective 10/1/00.  The notice has been expanded to include more than just the number but the name of the party, who, 
what, where and when. There is a sign required every 200 feet and the Planning Department received an added 
$130,000 for notification purposes. All of this information will now come under the Planning Department instead of 
the City Council and Zoning Board. This will reach out to the community. The question of who pays was asked? The 
applicant pays for notices to zoning land use amendments for fees sliding $1500 and down. Residential and rezoning 
the applicant pays for notification. The question on circulation numbers was asked? Thomas May had the figures: the 
Financial News has 5500 subscriptions and the Times Union has 173,000 during the week and 238,000 on Sunday.  If 
an applicant wants or needs something, they will pay. A concern for modifications for the average homeowner was 
made.  A statement of how neighborhoods could be part of the procedure was asked.  
Applications to register with the Planning Department for neighborhoods will go out with the next CPAC Agenda.  
 
Christi Veleta, Environmental Protection Board – Christi passed out Ozone coloring books and gave an overview 
of the program.  They are available to come to meeting, please give a 2-week lead-time. If you have any questions 
please call 630-3692. 
 
JEA Tree Grants: The following are the organizations that need to be signed off by the NW CPAC: 
 Robinson’s Addition 25 Trees 
 RAP   15 Trees 
 Better Living  10 Trees 
 St. Paul’s Riverside 25 Trees 
    75 Trees Total 
A Motion to have the above-mentioned slate have their trees was made and seconded. The Vote: All were in favor. 
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None opposed.  
 
Gene Hollerman, Learn to Read, Inc. - gave a short presentation on ways that we could help. They need our support.  
Please call 399-8894 for more information.  They are located at the SunTrust Building, 1300 Riverplace Blvd.  
 
Tripp Stanly, Tree Ordinance on the November Ballot – Made a presentation on the ordinance.  A resolution to 
endorse the ordinance was made.  A Motion to support the resolution was made and seconded.  The Vote: All in favor; 
None opposed. 
 
NW CPAC Nominations: The winners of the NW CPAC for the Mayor’s Summit were Rosa Stephens of Royal 
Terrace and The Better Living Community Association.  The following citizens and organizations were nominated: 
and each  received a certificate to say thank you: Individuals: Tim Butts, Brenda Sugar, Claude Myer, Eris Northern, 
Willie Brown, Melrose Ealey, Diane Kerr,  Dorothy Rothweiler, Lou Myers, Simon Smith, and Brad Straley. 
Neighborhoods: Turn Around Jacksonville, College Gardens Neighborhood Watch, Lake Park Association, Better 
Living Association, Royal Terrace, Sherwood Forest Association, Thomas Jefferson Civic Club, Ribault Homeowners 
Association, and North Riverside Community 
The NW CPAC had 14 projects approved for around $75,000 from the Mayor’s Matching Grant Program. 
 
Rev. Anthony & Delores Wyche, Kings Kid Academy Charter School – Gave a presentation on what there 
Charter School would do for the community.  A Motion to support the Charter School was made and seconded.  
The Vote: All were in favor; None opposed.  
 
Don’t forget to vote on November 7th! 
 
Barney Roberts, Emergency Preparedness-They are having intense training and need our support in preparing for  
disasters. 
 
Old Business: 
Mr. Yates gave an update on the old Pic-N-Save zoning for a liquor license near 19 schools and churches that was 
defeated with the support of the CPAC and citizens and for this he said thank you.  Councilwoman Yates is ill and 
apologizes for not being in attendance. The mobile homes were approved as well as the Chesterfield Terrace issue.   
 
 
NW CPAC Bus Tour- A Vote for when the Bus Tour was to take place was made- 10 wanted it on Friday Oct. 27th 


and 9 wanted it on Wednesday, October 25th.  Flyers will be handed out at the next meeting. It will be a first come first 
35 to call in will be able to attend the bus tour. 
 
A Motion to have Public Notices go to the Times Union paper was made and seconded. The discussion was that the 
Times Union was the most widely read paper in Jacksonville with a readership triple that of the Financial News.  
A Motion to Amend this with the Times Union not hiding the notice and having a separate section was made and 
seconded. The Vote: All were in favor of the amendment.  The vote on the Motion of having the Times Union have the 
public notices in a separate area was made and seconded.  The Vote: All were in favor; None opposed. A Motion to 
have the Property Tax list for the City with every name appears in the paper was made and seconded. The 
Vote: All in Favor with 1 No Vote.  A Motion to have the State Property Sales Tax list with every name appear  
was made and seconded.  All in Favor with 2 No Votes.  
  
Marilyn Fenton-Harmer wanted to thank the NW CPAC for having a booth at the Summit with the help of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas May, Elaine Burnett and everyone else who helped with the booth.  The NW also had the most 
neighborhood booths as well and was thanked.  
 
Chairman Straley talked about how he had e-mailed City Council Members to inform them on what is going on in the 
NW CPAC with various zoning issues and only 1 returned the e-mail.  Elections for the NW CPAC will be in a few 
months and we need to be sure that we tell our elected officials what needs to be done to benefit the NW. We need to 
support each other. The new Neighborhood Directory is out and we can contact our neighbors.  We all need to register 
with the Planning Department to find out what is going on before it’s too late and something happens to adversely 
affect our neighborhoods.  Chairman Straley also mentioned that the Choose Life license plates were available for sale. 
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Announcements:  
 Windows Workshop see Thomas May for the details 
 Marietta Senior Center had a wonderful 21st Anniversary Celebration.     
 Cisco Gardens will have a meeting on Monday night about S.E. Toyota coming and everyone is invited.   
 Thank you to Lorrie for getting the electricity for the booth at the Summit.  
 We will need to set up sub committees to be sure we are getting the correct information from the City on zoning      


issues. 
 Cleanup with CADC and EWC will be going on all week and end Saturday.  Please come help out! 
 Robinson’s Addition is having Paint the Town in the spring and will need volunteers but the meeting will be 


Monday night at 1061 Line Avenue at 6p.m. See Ms. Cole for details. 
 North Riverside Community received a $100,000 grant for non-repayable loans for house repairs. The boundaries 


are I-10, Beaver Street, Forest to McDuff. 
 The groups that received the Mayor’s Matching Grants were most thankful.  
 JSO-safety in getting home.  Please do not take I-10 due to a tanker on fire.  Be careful going home on Beaver. 
 
Chairman Straley thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: 6 p.m., October 12, 2000, Bradham Brooks Library at 1755 W Edgewood Ave.  
765-5402 
 
 
 





		September 14, 2000

		Staff Comments:

		Guest Speakers:

		John Crofts- Deputy Director, Planning & Development – Made a presentation on how there were 500 to 700 applications this past year. Public notices are given in a timely manner to properties 350 feet of the property affected.  The law states that notification be given in a public paper. A new City Ordinance 2000-445 was just passed to be effective 10/1/00.  The notice has been expanded to include more than just the number but the name of the party, who, what, where and when. There is a sign required every 200 feet and the Planning Department received an added $130,000 for notification purposes. All of this information will now come under the Planning Department instead of the City Council and Zoning Board. This will reach out to the community. The question of who pays was asked? The applicant pays for notices to zoning land use amendments for fees sliding $1500 and down. Residential and rezoning the applicant pays for notification. The question on circulation numbers was asked? Thomas May had the figures: the Financial News has 5500 subscriptions and the Times Union has 173,000 during the week and 238,000 on Sunday.  If an applicant wants or needs something, they will pay. A concern for modifications for the average homeowner was made.  A statement of how neighborhoods could be part of the procedure was asked. 

		Christi Veleta, Environmental Protection Board – Christi passed out Ozone coloring books and gave an overview of the program.  They are available to come to meeting, please give a 2-week lead-time. If you have any questions please call 630-3692.



		JEA Tree Grants: The following are the organizations that need to be signed off by the NW CPAC:



		NW CPAC Nominations: The winners of the NW CPAC for the Mayor’s Summit were Rosa Stephens of Royal Terrace and The Better Living Community Association.  The following citizens and organizations were nominated:

		and each  received a certificate to say thank you: Individuals: Tim Butts, Brenda Sugar, Claude Myer, Eris Northern, Willie Brown, Melrose Ealey, Diane Kerr,  Dorothy Rothweiler, Lou Myers, Simon Smith, and Brad Straley. Neighborhoods: Turn Around Jacksonville, College Gardens Neighborhood Watch, Lake Park Association, Better Living Association, Royal Terrace, Sherwood Forest Association, Thomas Jefferson Civic Club, Ribault Homeowners Association, and North Riverside Community

		NW CPAC Bus Tour- A Vote for when the Bus Tour was to take place was made- 10 wanted it on Friday Oct. 27th

		and 9 wanted it on Wednesday, October 25th.  Flyers will be handed out at the next meeting. It will be a first come first 35 to call in will be able to attend the bus tour.










MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


THOMAS JEFFERSON CIVIC CENTER 
JANUARY 13, 2000 


 
 
Committee Members Present   City/Staff/Public/Media 
 
Brad Straley, chair     Lorrie DeFrank, Neighborhood Services 
Diane Kerr, vice chair     Ju’Coby Pittman, Unity 2000 
Faye Richardson     Joan Haskell, Unity 2000 
Rosa Stephens      Sue Jantz, Clean It Up, Green It Up 
Ada Mae Green     Garry Denson, Clean It Up, Green It Up 
Elaine Burnett      Ken Avery, Planning Department 
John Allen      Doris Johnson 
Norman Study      Bernice Johnson 
Thomas May      Melonee Slocum 
Mary Study 
George Leverett 
Rosa Walker 
Kelly Johnson 
Linda Moore 
Carol Miller 
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Thomas Jefferson Civic 
Center, 8237 Nevada St.  
 
Staff comments 
 
Lorrie DeFrank  of  the Neighborhood Services Division distributed copies of the executive 
order establishing the CPACs and asked members to suggest changes and corrections. The City 
plans to execute an updated version of the order by April.  
 
Ken Avery explained the following requests for zoning exceptions and invited members to a 
public hearing concerning them in City Hall on Jan. 27: 
 E-99-183:  Request by Bethel Temple Assembly of God Church at Devoe Street and Mallory 


Road to add a multi-purpose assembly room. Planning Department has made no 
recommendation but sees no problem. 


 E-99-185: Request to erect a mobile home in a single-family development off Cahoon Road 
 E-99-186: Request to establish a day labor pool center (where contractors pick up workers 


daily) on Beaver Street near McDuff. No staff recommendation. 
 E-99-184:  Request to erect a mobile home off 20th Street 
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Ken also informed members that hearings will be coming up concerning a major multi-use 
development at Commonwealth and Jones. The railroad owns the property, which has been 
vacant since 1973. 
 
Program 
 
Unity 2000: 
Joan Haskell and Ju’Coby Pittman from the Human Rights Commission’s Unity 2000 
committee returned to distribute copies of results of surveys taken at meetings of all six CPACs 
last year. The committee, which focuses on racial harmony, surveyed CPAC members in an 
effort to “improve the quality of life in all Jacksonville neighborhoods creating unity for our 
city.”  Issues of concern to citizens include: crime, homelessness, race relations, programs for 
youth, trash, transportation, economic development and recreation. Forty-one percent of 
respondents citywide believe they receive support or participation from residents in their 
neighborhoods to make their communities better.   
 
The women also distributed a copy of  “A Comprehensive Examination of Race in Jacksonville,” 
an executive summary published by the Human Rights Commission in March 1999. The 
information is based on a University of North Florida study. 
 
They also talked about for Unity 2000’s first proposed project, the renovation of a two-story 
education building at Long Branch Elementary School in East Jacksonville into a community 
center. The historic brick building built in 1917 no longer is used for classes, but it is structurally 
sound and is used for some extra-curricular activities. Proposed uses include a healthcare clinic, 
recreation area, computer lab, day care center and tutoring area. 
 
Unity 2000 also is working with Diane Kerr, vice chair of the Northwest CPAC, to locate a 
building in the North Riverside area for a community center. Meanwhile, Diane is supporting the 
Eastside project.  
 
It is Unity 2000’s goal to have CPACs help each other with community projects, in an effort to 
bring people of all walks of life and all parts of the city together. 
 
Keep Jacksonville Beautiful: 
Sue Jantz and Garry Denson from the City of Jacksonville’s Clean It Up, Green It Up division 
encouraged members to have their neighborhood associations participate in the Keep 
Jacksonville Beautiful campaign during March and April.  The local campaign is part of the 
Keep America Beautiful initiative. They showed a video featuring the national campaign and 
beautification projects that other cities have undertaken. People may call 630-3420 for planning 
assistance. The division will supply bags, gloves, pokers, flyers, etc. 
 
Sue and Garry answered many specific questions about environmental concerns, including how 
to dispose of tires. 
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Announcements 
 
Diane Kerr announced a meeting to address pollution concerns in the McCoy’s Creek area. The 
meeting, sponsored by the North Riverside Community Association, will be held from 4 to 6 
p.m. Jan. 21 at Gateway Services, 555 Stockton St. 
 
John Allen of the Youth Action Council announced that four schools and 18 churches in the area 
of Paxon High School will participate in a cleanup of the area on Feb. 19. Participants will start 
the project at 10 a.m. at the school. 
 
Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:  6 p.m., Feb. 10, 2000, Thomas Jefferson Civic Center, 8237 Nevada 
Street; Program: Neighborhood participation in the U.S. Census 
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


 Bradham Brooks Library – 1755 W Edgewood Avenue 
October 12, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, Chair     Joe Miller, Director of Public Works    
Diane Kerr, Vice chair     Felice Franklin, JEDC 
Elaine Burnett   Valene Williams, JEDC    
George Leverett   Lt. L.V. Hayes, JSO 
Thomas May      Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety 
Norman Study    Katie Urban, Property Safety   
Joseph Anderson    Jim Green, FDOT 
Rosa Stephens      Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Carrie Washington     Gloriden Norris  Anne Herndon  
Pastor Eugene Johnson     Claude Hunter  Jim Ricks 
William Taylor      ShirleyDeen  Edith McLellan 
Lydia Miller      Ada Mae Green  Henry Cue 
Larry J. Solomon     Bertha Richardson David Shakespeare 
Councilwoman Yates     Katherine Walker Ernest Clayton 
       Juanita Lewis  James Lewis 


     Sabrina Lamar  Grace Atkinson 
       Ollie Jackson  Dorothy Swan 
       Ethel Johnson   
       Gene Hollormon, Learn to Read, Inc   


Barbara Woodson, Times Union 
        


 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. at the Bradham Brooks NW Library at 1755 West 
Edgewood Avenue 
 
Invocation: Rosa Stephens 
 
Chairman Straley welcomed everyone to our new location and asked that everyone please sign-in.  
 
Jim Ricks of the Jennifer Carroll campaign for the District 3 Congressional seat came to speak on her behalf. He sent 
Jennifer’s apology for not being at the meeting.  She is in Orlando. Mr. Ricks gave a short bio on Jennifer and asked 
that everyone make an informed decision on November 7th.  Her headquarters is on Lem Turner and Edgewood.  
Mr. Ricks asked for your support. 
 
Claude Hunter came up to speak on Corrine Brown’s behalf even though she did not ask him to do so.  He asked that 
you continue to support Corrine Brown and vote on November 7th. 
 
Councilwoman Yates was introduced and she said that she came to listen and that she would have to leave before the 
final agenda item. 
 
Staff Comments: 
Lt. Buddy Hayes, JSO - Sent Assistant Chief Gueterman’s apology but the Sheriff called on him at the last minute.  
At the last meeting there was standing room only with a good turnout for the new Police Sub Station. If you have any 
questions or need assistance you can call the sub station at 384-8028 Monday – Friday 8am to 6pm. 
 
Jim Green, FDOT – Reported that there will be a public workshop on October 26th from 4 PM till 7 PM at the DOT 
office on Irene Street. They will be discussing the following projects and maps will be available to view on:  


1. Fuller Warren Project   
2. I-95 and I–10 Interchange 


 3. Riverside Avenue to 6 lanes 
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If you have any questions please call Betty Miller at 360-5684 or 1-800-749-2967.  A question on the #5 Fire Station 
will it be moved? They will need to move the equipment since they will not be able to get out of the driveway. 
 
Code Enforcement: This is a very busy season with grass that needs to be mowed.  If you have anything to report  
Code will be here at the end of the meeting.   You can call 630-1212 ext. 3846 or 630-CITY for assistance 
 
Chairman Straley welcomed Joe R. Miller, Director, Public Works. 
 
Staff: 
Public Works: Joe Miller introduced himself.  He had worked for the Army Corps of Engineer for 26 years.  The Public Works 
Department deals with Streets and Drainage, Traffic Engineering, Building Inspections, and Maintenance Inspections The 
Department is working as rapidly as possible to get a plan to have as little gridlock as possible with the Better Jacksonville Plan. 
The roadway projects have started. Signs have been installed and will be used from one project to another for the next 5 to 7 years.   
A question on how come the Better Jacksonville signs are up on roads that are going on now and the vote just happened? The gas 
tax paid for part and funds were transferred to existing road projects. If there is a problem or confusion the signs will be removed.  
If you need to reach Joe Miller you can call 630-1665 or JRMiller@coj.net.  He will answer his e-mail within 24 hours.  
Code Enforcement: Elaine Lancaster and Katie Urban will take your concerns. They will also notify the Neighbor-
hood Services Department when the Code Enforcement Board will meet. If you have a problem you can call 
630-CITY to have the CARE System enters the problem and gives you a tracking number with an estimated date of 
completion.   
Planning and Development: Chairman Straley told us that they are short staffed and will not have a representative at 
the CPAC meeting. We all need to register to receive updates in our neighborhoods on Land Use, Waivers and 
Exceptions.  The application went out with this agenda and there is also one in the back of the Neighborhood 
Directory.  A suggestion to start a sub-committee for P & D was suggested.  Diane Kerr told how she had to make 8 
calls to get a fax number to send in this application. She sent hers in return receipt requested. If you have any questions 
Ken Avery’s number is 630-2386 
FDOT: Jim Green – On October 26th there will be a public meeting at 6pm at Irene Street to discuss the Master Plan. 
The NW was not in the first stage of the plan to our dismay. 
 
Guest Speakers:  
Felice Franklin, Chief, Business Development, Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, 
Gave a presentation on the JEDC.  The boundaries are from W of I-95 N of I-10, Gateway, State Street to 
St. Johns, N Trout River to the county line. They were created to have economic development in the North 
Portion of Jacksonville. They will assist businesses fill out the application. The funding is help get business 
off the ground and create jobs. There were applications and cards passed out at the end of the meeting.  If CPAC 
would like to hear about the financing alternatives for growth and development the program JEDCO is available. 
 
Councilwoman Yates discussed the need for citizens to find out what the “bright orange signs” mean when they a 
are placed on a building. Please take the number and the phone number down and call to find out what will come into  
the neighborhood. Being informed on what is to take place in your neighborhood will help make your neighborhood  
what you want it to be.  
 
Old Business: 
NW CPAC Bus Tour: The tour will be on Friday, November 3, 2000 leaving the NW Library at 1pm. Please get there 
a few minutes early to board the bus. This will be a working tour to keep your eyes open to see how we can improve.  
We will be going to North Shore, Panama Park, Marietta and Crystal Springs.  We will go rain or shine. The NW 
CPAC was the first CPAC to start the tours and it has worked out well.  Seating is limited. 
 
New Business:  
Waiver to Sell Alcohol: Councilwoman Yates left so that we may discuss the issue of the waiver to sell liquor at 45th 
Street across from Saint Clair Evans Academy Elementary School.  Ms. Norris, Principal of Saint Clair informed the 
group that they were not aware of this until the Neighborhood Services Department called.  Rosa Stephens, President 
of Royal Terrace Community stated that they wanted the quality of life to go up. They were an Intensive Care 
Neighborhood and this was the wrong kind of business that the neighborhood needed. They need services but positive 
role models for the neighborhood children. The reason that the application is being appealed is that the School Board 
did not receive their legal notice. It went to an unknown post box in Pennsylvania per the Planning Department. They 
are hoping that it is not heard before our next meeting on November 9t at the City Council Meeting. We need to voice 
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our concerns to the City Council. A suggestion to invite the owner to our next meeting was made. A question on the 
grant money that was used to purchase the property was questioned? Is the grant against the needs of the 
neighborhood? This item will be put on the November 9th agenda.  A question of the set distance from a school 
or church was asked?  
 
Announcements:  
 There are 3 ways to vote: Absentee, at your voting precinct and at the Supervisor of Elections office. If you need to 


call for an absentee ballot 630-1410. The sample ballot will be in the Sunday paper before the election.  
 Carrie Washington stated that if you need a ride you could call either party of listen to the radio for PA’s giving 


phone numbers.  
 Marilyn Fenton-Harmer had notices in the back for the upcoming Planning hearings. 


E-00-133   6050 Cleveland Road  Sewer Lift Station 
E-00-141 8989 Media Street  Manufactured Home 
E-00-142 2941 W 1st Street  Day Care for 11 Children 2 Employees 


 If you would like to sign up for the CPAC bus tour please do so at the end of the meeting or call 630-7024. 
 December CPAC meeting is the vote for the new Chair/Vice Chair then they have a nice party.  Everyone is 


welcome to come. Everyone usually brings a dish.  
 Flyers for various events were also passed out. 
 
Don’t forget to vote on November 7th! 
 
Chairman Straley thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: 6 p.m., November 9, 2000, Bradham Brooks NW Library at 1755 W Edgewood Ave.  
765-5402 
 
 
 
 





		Staff Comments:

		Chairman Straley welcomed Joe R. Miller, Director, Public Works.

		Staff:

		Guest Speakers: 

		NW CPAC Bus Tour: The tour will be on Friday, November 3, 2000 leaving the NW Library at 1pm. Please get there a few minutes early to board the bus. This will be a working tour to keep your eyes open to see how we can improve. 

		We will be going to North Shore, Panama Park, Marietta and Crystal Springs.  We will go rain or shine. The NW CPAC was the first CPAC to start the tours and it has worked out well.  Seating is limited.

		New Business: 

		Waiver to Sell Alcohol: Councilwoman Yates left so that we may discuss the issue of the waiver to sell liquor at 45th Street across from Saint Clair Evans Academy Elementary School.  Ms. Norris, Principal of Saint Clair informed the group that they were not aware of this until the Neighborhood Services Department called.  Rosa Stephens, President of Royal Terrace Community stated that they wanted the quality of life to go up. They were an Intensive Care Neighborhood and this was the wrong kind of business that the neighborhood needed. They need services but positive role models for the neighborhood children. The reason that the application is being appealed is that the School Board did not receive their legal notice. It went to an unknown post box in Pennsylvania per the Planning Department. They are hoping that it is not heard before our next meeting on November 9t at the City Council Meeting. We need to voice our concerns to the City Council. A suggestion to invite the owner to our next meeting was made. A question on the grant money that was used to purchase the property was questioned? Is the grant against the needs of the neighborhood? This item will be put on the November 9th agenda.  A question of the set distance from a school

		or church was asked? 










MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


 Bradham Brooks Library – 1755 W Edgewood Avenue 
November 9, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, Chair     Joe Miller, Director of Public Works    
Diane Kerr, Vice Chair     Matt Thompson, Children’s Commission 
Elaine Burnett      Valerie Williams, JEDC    
George Leverett   Officer Denis Sanchez, JSO 
Thomas May      Jim Green, FDOT 
Rosa Stephens      James Bennett, FDOT 
Alton Yates      Matt Thompson, Jacksonville Children’s Commission 
Gloriden Norris      Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Norman Study      Frances Levertt  Mae M Dinah 
Carrie Washington     Lou Myers  Robert Harris 
Erma Cole      Henry Cue  Shantell Bing 
Rev. Anthony Wyche     David Shakespeare Ada Mae Green 
Pastor Eugene Johnson     Jessie Eutsay  Nita Draper 
Mary McDowell     Kimberly Dorsey Felton Hamilton 
Reeda Harris      Pearlie Lang  Patel Samir    
Lydia Miller      Carol Gamble  Ehgin Foreman, Jr.  
Laura Lee      A. W. Davis  Officer Grady 
Rita Nesbit      Robert Releford   
Larry J. Solomon     Rhonda Baker, Magnolia Project 
Reeda Harris      Barbaralyn Woodson, Times Union 
           
  
Vice Chair Diane Kerr called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. at the Bradham Brooks NW Library at 1755 West 
Edgewood Avenue 
 
Invocation: Rev. Anthony Wyche 
 
Vice Chair Kerr welcomed everyone.  Chairman Straley was at the quarterly Meeting of CPAC Chairs with the Mayor 
and would be here shortly.   
 
Guest Speakers:  
Matt Thompson, Jacksonville Children’s Commission, did a presentation on the New Ways Initiative Grant. These grants are for 
neighborhood residents and community groups to improve the lives of families and children in the neighborhood. There was a 
handout of the grant application with 3 categories: 


1. Neighbor-to-Neighbor  $10,000 
2. For Kids by Kids  $  1,000 
3. In Our Community  $  5,000 


An information sheet on “Commonly Asked Questions” was also handed out. The dead line is March 9, 2001. Carrie Washington 
stood to commend Mr. Thompson for his support. Mr. Thompson wanted to thank last year’s members: Carrie Washington, Erma 
Cole, Mary McDowell, Rosa Stephens, and Elaine Burnett. It was an invaluable service. Alton Yates said that he would write a letter 
to say how helpful Mr. Thompson is and the program.   If you need help, please call Matt at 630-6432. 
 
James Bennett, Florida Department of Transportation, did a power point presentation on the upcoming improvements for Beaver 
Street Resurfacing from Edgewood to McDuff.  There is a safety issue with the utility poles. There have been 7 accidents with the 
poles in the last 3 years. The poles will be joint use with the Phone Company and JEA together which will eliminate some poles.  
Completion is expected in 60 to 90 days once started.  
 
Staff Comments: 
Joe Miller, Public Works Director – Made a presentation on the Better Jacksonville Plan. They are having a citizen oversight 
committee.  There will be opportunities for different committees depending on interest. Working collaboratively with JTA, FDOT 
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and JEA is critical for delivering the projects on time. It is very important that the plan be done in a way as not to cause gridlock in 
the City.  The goal is NOT to close off entire neighborhoods as the work takes place. There are 60+ road projects NW of the river 
and 30 SE of the river. The road-resurfacing project should be done by 2003.  He will need our help to let everyone know what will 
be coming.  Hiring will be taking place for qualified temporary workers for Program Managers, Project Coordinators and other 
positions. The Arena and Baseball Park should be done by May 2003. The Main Library by May 2003.  The Courthouse may take 
longer but hopefully in 2005.  The problem is where and having the input on what is needed from all parties in the building.   All of 
the information is on the web page. Town Hall meetings will be coming to keep us informed.  In 2005 Jacksonville will be a 
different looking city and citizens have the opportunity to participate. The plan is $7.8 billion dollars Joe Miller is excited to do the 
best job possible. If you need to reach Joe Miller you can call 630-1665 or JRMiller@coj.net.  
 
Officer Sanchez, JSO – Reduction in crime especially in burglary has helped but with the holidays approaching need 
our help. Do not leave packages out where people can see them. Lock your car and house/garage doors. 
 
Jim Green, FDOT – Dec. 4th there will be a meeting at FDOT training facility at 5:30pm on the annual work program 
from 1 year out to 2006.  This will not be the same as the Better Jacksonville Program. High Speed Rail is unknown at 
this time.  
 
Valerie Williams, JEDC, - There will be a meeting on November 20th at 4pm in the City Hall Annex 14th Floor on the 
NW Trust Fund and the Better Jacksonville Plan.  
 
Mr. Alton Yates thanked everyone for the support of the tree ordinance getting 76% of the vote.   
  
Old Business:  
Waiver to Sell Alcohol: The Waiver for the selling of alcohol on 45th Street was a very hot topic. Mr. Patel, the owner of the store 
spoke on his behalf. He stated that the 2 establishments across the street already sell beer and wine and he wants to do the same.  
Officer Releford and Officer Grady, owners of the shopping center also spoke on the benefits for the neighborhood.  He wanted to 
have some facts presented.  There is a mortgage of $200,000 on the property.  There was a 3-year grant for $65,000 and the Royal 
Terrace Community Building had $180,000 loan. The Plaza’s design is the same as the one on the south side. Officer Releford didn’t 
like the raggedy streets when he was undercover. He wanted the citizens to pick their fight. Having the store will have competitors 
selling products to the community at lower prices. This is not a liquor store. There are other businesses in the Plaza such as the 
Dental Clinic, Dry Cleaner, Women’s Center and Day Care.  He was very disappointed since he worked so hard for this community.  
He was offended and insulted.  He is here to make money but hasn’t yet.  He doesn’t live in this community. He gave the community 
free space for 8 months and Saint Clair Evans money for tutors. He has charged less for the Women’s Center than normal prices.  He 
is taking a loss to make an investment to benefit the community.  Officer Releford than said he was: 1. Robert Releford a  
businessman, 2.  Christian 3. JSO. After Officer Releford’s presentation he continued to comment while other members were 
talking. The Chairman had to ask Officer Releford to respect the position of the chair and the process of speaking.  
Questions of how will they control people buying the alcohol and drinking it outside were asked? How would the women that go 
into the Center feel if people were loitering outside drinking? Wasn’t this building supposed to have space for the community since 
it was part of the Friend of a Friend Grant?  How can alcohol be sold so close to a Day Care and school? Will the decision to sell 
alcohol benefit this Intensive Care Neighborhood?  The question of how can establishments get a waiver when they are so close to a 
school continually came up.  There was also a question of how can they add another problem to an already busy traffic corner?  The 
Planning number is 630-6133. A statement that we want growth and prosperity but the concern is children learn what they live. 
Young black males are the largest population in jails.  If we don’t expose the children so early in life (Day Care) it can lead to some  
bad habits. Do we need this at the cost of our children?  The Day Care and the Woman’s Center are not in support of this as well as a 
neighbor who did receive notice.  Mr. Patel, Officer Releford and Officer Grady left and that’s when the neighbors who oppose it  
were able to speak without being interrupted.   A vote on the appeal was taken.  All were in favor of the appeal.  Chairman Straley 
will compose a letter. Rosa Stephens has a petition that opposes this with over 500 signatures to date to bring to the City Council 
Meeting. 
 
Chairman Straley attended the Mayor’s quarterly meeting with CPAC chairs.  There will be a Planning Department 
representative at the CPAC meetings as well as a Code Enforcement Officer. He did not get the Mayor to agree to have 
all Neighborhoods automatically registered with the Planning Department and this is a personal failure.  You must 
register to get Land Use and Waivers from the Planning Department. Don’t let things go in your neighborhood without 
knowing what it is. Chairman Straley requested names for the nominating committee: George Leverett, Diane Kerr, 
Norman Study, Rosa Stephens, Carrie Washington, Frances Leverett and Erma Cole.  The public notice on the 
Nominating Committee should be posted so the attorneys will not be coming to the December Meeting when we vote on 
the new Chair and Vice Chair. There will be a potluck holiday event and the hospitality committee needs your help. 
Please call one of the following to tell what you will be bringing to the event: 
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Carrie Washington 768-464 
  Diane Kerr 387-4641 
  Erma Cole 358-1147 
 
Announcements:  
 Rosa Stephens invited everyone to a “Ribbon Cutting for Royal Terrace Park” on Tuesday, November 14th at 11am.  


This has been a project that has been needed and worked on for the past 3 years. Thank you to Councilwoman Yates 
for her support! 


 There was a Zone 4/5/6 ShAdCo Meeting at the Clarion that was great and you are invited to ShAdCo N  meeting 
on 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm at Lincoln Villas.   


 Mayor’s Holiday Senior Festival will be on Sunday, December 10th at the Prime Osborne.  It cost $1 and you can 
buy tickets at City Hall on the 2nd Floor and the Mary Singleton Center. 


 Thanksgiving “Operation Blessing” will be on November 21st at 2p.m. at Heritage Park off of A. Phillip Randolph. 
 John Carter, Times Union Reporter, wants neighborhoods, organizations and churches to let the TU know of 


upcoming events and things that are going on to get into the paper.   His number is 359-4539 and you can mail him 
at P.O. Box 1949, Jax. , Fl 32231. 


 Thank you to the Jacksonville Transportation Authority for the bus and information provided for the CPAC Bus 
Tour.   They will have a Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting on November 16th at 6p.m. at 100 N Myrtle Avenue.  


 If you have any Code Enforcement concerns, please see Marilyn Fenton-Harmer at the end of the meeting.  
 December CPAC meeting we will have elections for the Chair/Vice Chair.  A very nice party follows the elections. 


Everyone is welcome to come. Everyone usually brings a dish. Please see the hospitality committee after the 
meeting if you would like to bring something.  


 Flyers for various events were also passed out. 
 
Chairman Straley thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a fantastic Thanksgiving.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:38p.m. 
 
Next meeting: 6 p.m., December 14, 2000, Bradham Brooks NW Library at 1755 W Edgewood Ave.  
765-5402 
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MEETING SUMMARY  
NORTHWEST CITIZENS PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


BETTER LIVING COMMUNITY – Louis Dinah Senior Center 
June 8, 2000 


 
Committee Members Present    City/Staff/Public/Media 
 


Brad Straley, Chairman     Lorrie DeFrank, Neighborhood Division Chief 
Diane Kerr, Vice Chair     Judith Truett, Director of Community Services 
Elaine Burnett      Ken Avery, Planning & Development 
Betty Griner      Assistant Chief David Gueterman, JSO 
George Leverett      Terry Lindemann, Property Safety Division 
Frances Leverett     Elaine Lancaster, Property Safety Division 
Thomas May      Katie Urban, Property Safety Division 
Erma Cole      Donald Garrett, Property Safety Division 
Christina L. Campbell     Officer James M. Fuller, JSO 
Laura M. Lee      Officer S. C. Strickland, JSO  
Jean Lewis      James Green, Department of Transportation 
Joseph Anderson     William Sweet, Neighborhood Services 
Rev. Anthony F. Wyche Sr    Marilyn Fenton-Harmer, Neighborhood Services 
Fred Singletary      Mae M Dinah  Anne Herndon   
Rosa Walker      Bertha Richardson Bernice Buckley 
Rev. Eugene M. Johnson    Johnny Hagans  Estelle R. Jones 
Rosa Stephens      Coach Dixon  Katherine Walker 
Ada Green      Mary McKnight  Sarah Evans 
Alton Yates      Sandra Durham  Cathy Alston 
       Inez S. Crenshaw Michelle Alston 
Councilwoman Gwen Yates    Adriane Cook  Rev. R.F. Langford 
Councilman Reggie Fullwood    Shirley Deen  Edith McLellan 


William Taylor  Deloris Taylor 
    Henry Cue, Jr.  Eleanor Williams 


       Lavenia Gilmo  Grace Atkinson   
Mary Knighten  Kelly Johnson 
Rose Wynns  Mrs. Q.E. Wheeler 
Ruby Bardwell  Beatrice Evans 
Ophelia Johnson Ollie F. Jackson 
Doretha V. C. Jackson Altamese K. White 
Anita R. Alston  Glenn Alston 
Blondell Mathews Ronney Lanier 
Lillian Barton  Nancy Beual 


       Pat Vail   Doretha Brown 
       Deborah Wyche  Susan Waters 
       Lydia Wooden  S.J. Brown  
       Ruth Sanders  S. Clark 
       Stephanie Prosser Kenya Mitchell 
       Aretha Peterkin  Luella Mason 
       Maracell Peterkin Rose B.Womax 
       Lousie Brimmer Christina Mason 
       Mamie Tyson  Eddie Brown  
        David Bauerler, Times Union 
 
Chairman Brad Straley called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. in the Louis Dinah Senior Center, 1805 Flag 
Street 
 


Invocation:  Pastor Eugene Johnson 
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Chairman Straley thanked Mr. & Mrs. Leverett, Ms. Dinah and the Better Living Community for hosting the 
meeting with an unbelievable turn out. Chairman Straley introduced our special guest Mayor John Delaney. 
 


Mayor Delaney went over the Better Jacksonville Plan with the analogy of raising children. You prepare them for 
the future and this plan is preparing Jacksonville for the future generation.  The following are the highlights: 


1. Roads/Infrastructure/Transportation 
a. Countywide Road improvements from the Master Plan (Mobility 21). 
b. Every neighborhood road would be re-paved if it has not been done in the last 15 years. JEA,        
water and sewer works would be coordinated so as not to duplicate work. 
c. Buy corridors of land now for a future Rapid Transit System. 
d. Safety grade crossings for busy railroad crossings to avoid delays. 


 
2. Environment/Quality of Life 


a. Preservation Project wants to preserve 10% of the remaining developable land in Duval 
County. 


b. Build a showcase park system. 
c. Have a clean environment by cleaning up the ash sites. 
d. The City will lay sewer lines in declining septic system areas. 


 
3. Targeted Economic Development 


a. The Jacksonville Zoo will be able to complete Phase II of the Master Plan.  
b. Northwest Jacksonville would be targeted to create jobs by financing the infrastructure. 
c. Portions of Cecil Field will be preserved for recreational uses and prepare the property for 


economic development. 
 


4. Public Facilities 
a.  Build a new state of the art Main Library that would have lots of computers. 
b. Improvements to Branch Libraries. 
c. Build a new Arena. 
d. Build a new Baseball Park. 
e. A new Courthouse that the State requires to have adequate space.  The current building was 


built for 8 judges and 9 courtrooms. Today, there are 39 judges and 21 courtrooms. 
 
We do not need more funding to run Jacksonville and by the time this term is over, property taxes will be down 
10%.  This ½ cent sales tax will be on the September ballot and will not be changed unless the voters want it 
changed.  The tax will not go on food, medicine or doctors.  We ask for your support! 
 
The Mayor then answered questions by audience members. 


  
Chairman Straley adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 
 


Next meeting: 6 p.m., July13, 2000, New Police Sub Station at 210 S. McDuff Avenue    
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NW CPAC August 10, 2000 
Meeting Cancelled 


New Zone 5 Police Sub Station was not ready 
 





