				

A MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY 2010
CRIME WENT DOWN IN 2009 ... In this
job, I share good news with people,
and I share the bad news. I don’t pick
the issues, they pick me. But, I know
that what matters the most is the
truth. That is what people want and
deserve to know. So here it is:
CRIME WENT DOWN IN 2009 …
and you should know about this historically, positive, emerging trend in
Jacksonville.
CRIME WENT DOWN IN 2009 …
in large part, because of YOU, our
citizens. You supported our efforts to
become adequately staffed, encouraging the City Council and Mayor to
approve the recommended staffing
increases for the JSO and overtime to
bridge the gap until these hires were
made. You supported our efforts to
obtain the resources needed so we
could send police officers into highly
affected areas, with a significant
presence that allowed us to knock on
more than 77,000 doors and engage
those residents and business owners
in this important fight.
You listened and heeded my pleas to
“tell us what you know.” Beginning
with our successful “See It, Say It,
Stop It” Gun Bounty campaign, you
raised crime tips to levels at one
point more than 200% over what we
had seen before. And those significant numbers of crime tips haven’t
gone away ... they continue today. The
program is still paying out $1,000 for
anyone arrested for a violent crime
and in possession of an illegal weapon who calls Crime Stoppers with their
anonymous tips. And for others who
want to contact us directly, our calls
and email tips about crime and illegal
activities in Jacksonville’s neighborhoods continues to grow. KEEP THEM
COMING!

I believe we have changed behavior
among many people who previously
would not have called the JSO or
Crime Stoppers. We asked for your
help and you understood that by making these calls to report crime and
criminals, you are providing a community service. We’ve seen other historic
increases – such as in our Sheriff’s
Advisory Council (ShAdCo) memberships, which have grown from 600 to
2,600 since 2003. I know for many
citizens who want to help law enforcement, they just don’t have time to
attend a monthly meeting.
Many ShAdCo members join and
become active at their own pace.
The connection with other citizens
who share your same concerns about
crime in your area is invaluable. And
the interaction with officers, who
address these concerns and report
back to the members about our
activities and results, is making a
difference. I meet with the ShAdCo
leaders, our Chairs and Co-Chairs,
quarterly and we discuss many of the
grass roots crime issues facing them
in their neighborhoods, and talk about
strategies and solutions.
CRIME WENT DOWN IN 2009 ... for
another important reason. We deploy
our resources effectively. We have
integrated crime analysis technology
into policing – enabling our officers to
retrieve and study relevant information quickly, in real time. They can
strategize their community oriented
efforts and deploy resources quickly
and efficiently, for maximum result. An
example would be a JSO officer making a traffic stop based on probable
cause obtained from an information
report received from a neighboring
county about criminal activity. When
arrests are made and we recover sto-

len property or find drugs and illegal
weapons, it proves that having those
officers on the streets, enforcing traffic laws and following up on criminal
intelligence is the right thing to do. In
the right place at the right time.
CRIME WENT DOWN IN 2009 because
when you catch the bad guys, you
have to put them in jail and work to
prosecute them so they can’t go back
out on the street and commit more
crimes. We now have a State Attorney, in Angela Corey, who is doing
just that. Aggressive prosecution is
the other key component to reducing
crime, long term. Thank her when you
see her, please!!
I am proud of the men and women
who dedicate their lives to this great
agency and our community. They live
our mission of fighting and preventing
crime. I am also appreciative of every
citizen who takes the time to find out
the ways they can become involved
with us. Visit our website at www.
jaxsheriff.org to learn more about the
subjects I discussed in this article,
and please share your feedback.
Sincerely,

John H. Rutherford
Sheriff, Duval County
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CRIME DECLINES in the COMMUNITY
Prevention, Intervention and Enforcement Efforts

Sheriff Rutherford Walks in Neighborhoods for
One-on-One Discussions
Assistant Chief Randy
Hammond (second from
left) Zone 5, Reverend Dan
Jones (third from left), Sheriff
Rutherford, and Zone 5
police officers at the Sheriff’s
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Walk held on May 7.

Throughout the year, Sheriff John Rutherford participates in neighborhood
walks in the six zones that comprise JSO’s jurisdiction. In
2009, several walks were held at the request of community leaders in specific neighborhoods. Each walk is viewed
by Sheriff Rutherford as an opportunity to further educate
citizens about their important roll in the fight against crime
and solicit their feedback and tips.

JSO is Committed to Lowering Crime by
Providing Re-Entry Assistance for Ex-Offenders
Florida Department of Corrections Secretary Walt McNeil
spoke at the Second Chance
Grant news conference, held on
October 19 at the Jacksonville
Re-Entry Center on Superior
Street.

The fall of 2009 marked two
successes in providing re-entry assistance for ex-offenders returning to Duval County. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office, the Florida Department of Corrections, and the City
of Jacksonville held a grand re-opening of the Jacksonville
Re-Entry Center (JREC) in August. JREC provides a “portal
of entry” to ex-offenders. Clients are case managed and
provided with opportunities to become productive community members which will reduce recidivism, and in turn,
increase public safety.
In October it was announced that the federal government
would be granting JSO’s program $750,000, thorough the
Department of Justice’s federal “Second Chance Act”.
Along with the state of Florida, match, will be able to serve
500 clients identified by the State Department of Corrections to be case managed by the JREC.
For more information about JREC please call 904-3012400 or please visit www.jaxsheriff.org /corrections
department.
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JSO Uses Racketeering Influenced Corrupt
Organizations (RICO) Statute to Remove Gang
Members and Guns from Streets
On May 5, (l-r) Special
Agent in Charge Dominick Pape, Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE); Sheriff
John Rutherford; Statewide Prosecutor John
Wethington; Assistant
Chief Mike Williams,
Homeland Security
Division; and Jason Lewis, Statewide Prosecutor’s Office, announced
the conclusion of “Operation 103rd Street” and the removal of
seven violent gang members from Jacksonville’s streets.

In 2009 the JSO partnered with other agencies and using
the Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organizations (RICO)
statute arrested and charged gang members who were
conducting illegal activities. Charging suspects under
RICO allows for longer jail sentences for those convicted.
In addition to “Operation 103rd St.”, JSO was involved in
“Operation Second Line” (concluded in the fall of 2009).
It was a joint investigation (between the Gang Investigations
Unit, FBI, FDLE and the 4th Judicial Circuit of the State
Attorney’s Office) that resulted in the arrest of 13 members
of the “45th Street Gang.”

National Night Out Brings Neighborhoods
Together for Crime Prevention Rallies
(l-r) Police Officers Randi L.
Green and Sandy K. James,
Zone 2 visited with a citizen
at the Arlington East Neighborhood Association, Inc.
(AENA) National Night Out
event on August 4. More
than 75 neighbors gathered
with police officers during
the inaugural AENA picnic.

The 26th Annual National
Night Out was a crime/drug prevention event sponsored
by the National Association of Town Watch (NATW). While
the traditional front porch and “lights on” vigil remains a
part of National Night Out, activities have expanded over
the years to include block parties, cookouts, safety fairs,
and even parades in some cities. Of the 820 Neighborhood
Watch Groups active in August of 2009, 100+ events were
held throughout Jacksonville as a show of solidarity among
citizens.

DISPATCH
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www.JoinJSO.com
WORK FOR JUSTICE … LIVE WITH HONOR

WORK for Justice...
LIVE with Honor...

John H. Rutherford, Sheriff

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office continues
its recruitment campaign for police officers, corrections officers, judicial officers,
community service officers, civilians,
and police emergency communications
officers.
Choosing a career with JSO means that
you believe as we do: law enforcement is
a calling for ethical and honorable individuals. We encourage you to visit www.Join
JSO.com and if the principal of “Working
for Justice, Living with Honor” calls to you,
then WELCOME TO YOUR FUTURE …

we are Men and Women of Character;
Well EquiPped; Properly Deployed;
and Skillfully Managed.

Apply TODAY to become a Police Ofcer, Corrections Ofcer,
Judicial Ofcer, Community Service Ofcer, or
Police Emergency Communications Ofcer.

WWW.JoinJSO.com
The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Ofce
Jacksonville, Florida

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is a triple crown accredited law enforcement agency. The Consolidated City of
Jacksonville is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access Employer. For more information about Equal Employment
y
Opportunity, visit www.dol.gov/esa/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeopost.pdf or www.eeoc.gov.
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First Coast Crime Stoppers
is the local arm of a nationwide program that
is designed to pay rewards for the anonymous
tips that lead to arrests.
Crime Stoppers partners with local law
enforcement agencies, the media, and the
community in solving crimes and getting criminals off the street.
The toll-free tip line is 1-866-845-8477. All calls are anonymous, and
payouts are made without the use of a name.

The JSO Public Information Office
has a pro-active policy of making
timely and accurate information available to the public. In addition to live
and taped news conferences and
learning about wanted individuals on
www.jaxsheriff.org, citizens can view
events on Facebook and by following
us on Twitter at JSOPIO.
Coming in 2010, the JSO will begin
using Nixle, the municipal wire. This
is a subscription service that residents can join to receive text messages and emails with JSO alerts,
advisories, and community messages
about crime and events in your area.
(Some charges for text messages
may apply.)
Citizens can also receive periodic
emails from Sheriff Rutherford. To
enroll, send an email to JSONews@
jaxsheriff.org and type “subscribe”
in the subject line.
The JSO weekly cable television
show, Signal 94, now includes information about wanted individuals,
crime prevention tips, and much
more. It is broadcast on Comcast
Channel 29 and is available online
at www.jaxsheriff.org - click on News.

Concerned about CRIME IN
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?
Become involved with JSO.
Citizen Involvement – Whether you want to become
a member of the Sheriff’s Advisory Council (ShAdCo) or a Community Posse member, or participate
in a Neighborhood Watch program, the JSO has crime
prevention programs designed to help citizens get involved. The programs
guide citizens through the steps to create a better community, at a level of
participation each citizen is comfortable with. To learn more, or to enroll in
one of our programs, please visit www.jaxsheriff.org or call the Community
Affairs Division at 630-2160.

COMMUNITY EDITION 2010

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is a triple
crown accredited law enforcement agency.
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Our website, www.jaxsheriff.org, incorporates the latest technology to
provide information such as streaming video, breaking news, JSO reports, financials, tapes of news conferences, and information on how to contact all divisions and
units. Using the tabs on the front page, or the navigation bars on the left side of the page, you
will find information about the following topics and services:

JSO Website

Hello JSO – Use this tab as a quick reference tool to locate the following: Citizen’s Online Crime
Reporting System; Crime Tips and Nuisance Complaints; Employee/Service Compliments; Employee/Service Complaints; General Feedback and Questions; News: “The Truth, the Whole Truth and
Nothing but the Truth”; and “Where do I go?”

				

Sheriff – Find out more about Sheriff John H. Rutherford, and his initiatives and
vision for the JSO on important issues. Links available on this page also provide
information about notable events and community education on important issues.

Crime Tips – The Citizen’s Online Crime Tip and Nuisance Complaint Reporting
System allows you to submit a crime tip, or report junk/abandoned vehicles and
traffic complaints.

				
News
– “The Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth”
This newsroom contains press clips, recent press conferences, or taped events (in their entirety),
instructions on how to make public records requests, information on doing business with the City
of Jacksonville, and much more. And don’t forget, you can follow us on Facebook at “Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office” and on Twitter at “JSOPIO.” You can enroll for Nixle alerts at www.Nixle.com
Online Crime Reporting – The Citizen’s Online Crime Reporting System allows you to quickly and efficiently submit information for an official police report, for certain crimes or incidents. When you
complete this report (and after it is reviewed and approved by a police officer), you will be able to print
a free copy. To use this system the crime cannot have a known suspect.

				
Contact
JSO – Need to contact the JSO? In addition to citizens being able to call 9-1-1 for
emergencies and 630-0500 for non-emergencies, the JSO is also committed to providing
communication opportunities for the deaf and hearing impaired community. 9-1-1 can be accessed using a TTY phone system. DEAF LINK assists police officers in communicating with
members of the deaf and hearing impaired community when they are out in the field.
JoinJSO.com – Work for Justice. Live with Honor. We are men and women of character; well

equipped; properly deployed; and skillfully managed. Visit JoinJSO.com, our recruitment website, to learn more about applying for a position with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.

				
Wanted
– JSO needs your help to capture these wanted fugitives. Anyone with
information about the individuals listed on this page are asked to contact the JSO
at 630-0500 or contact Crime Stoppers at 1-866-845-TIPS for a possible reward.
Crime Statistics – As a service to the public, JSO provides crime statistics, information with a mapping
program, and links to the Uniform Crime Reports statistics. The service shows the number of police
reports written for specific crimes within a half-mile radius of an address or location.
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Offender Watch – The JSO maintains “Offender Watch,” a free sex offender/predator registry
and email notification system, as a public service. Individuals interested in being notified when
a sexual offender/predator moves into a specific area of Duval County can subscribe to this
service. This registry is also designed to increase community education, safety and awareness.
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