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ETHICS COMMISSION
COMPLAINTS COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

December 5, 2018
Conference Room C
City Hall – 2nd Floor

The meeting was called to order by Joseph Rogan, Chair of the Complaints Committee, at 2:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.

Attendees:  Ellen Schmitt.  Excused absence: John Hartley.  Other attendees:  Carla Miller, Director, Office of Ethics, Compliance and Oversight (“OECO”); Kirby Oberdorfer, Deputy Director OECO; Lourdes Barboza, Executive Assistant, OECO; and Cherry Shaw Pollock, Assistant General Counsel, Office of General Counsel (“OGC”).  
Public in Attendance:  John Nooney and Stanley Scott.

Mr. Rogan opened the meeting with discussion of the draft minutes of the March 13, 2017, April 17, 2017, and October 25, 2017 meetings.  A motion was made and seconded to approve all minutes together, but Ms. Pollock recommended they be approved separately by date. 

Ms. Schmitt made a motion to approve the March 13, 2017 minutes. Mr. Rogan seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously with a vote of 2-0.

Ms. Schmitt made a motion to approve the April 17, 2017 minutes. Mr. Rogan seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously with a vote of 2-0.

Ms. Schmitt made a motion to approve the October 25, 2017 minutes. Mr. Rogan seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously with a vote of 2-0.

New Business
Proposed Revisions to the Jacksonville Ethics Commission Complaint Procedures:
Mr. Rogan asked if there were any questions about the proposed revisions to the Ethics Commission Complaint Procedures.  Ms. Schmitt made a motion to recommend adoption of the proposed revisions to the Complaint Procedures, as presented at the Complaints Committee meeting, to the full Ethics Commission for consideration.  Mr. Rogan seconded the motion.  The proposed revisions to the Complaint Procedures included changes made prior to the meeting by Mr. Rogan, Ms. Miller and Ms. Pollock.    
Prior to voting on the motion, Mr. Rogan opened the floor for public comment limited to the topic of the proposed revisions to the Ethics Commission Complaint Procedures.  Mr. Rogan clarified that there will be three opportunities for public participation regarding the proposed Complaint Procedures revisions between today’s meeting and the full Ethics Commission meeting where members will vote on these revisions.  Two citizens provided public comment (Mr. Nooney and Mr. Scott). 
With no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously with a vote of 2-0 to recommend adoption of the proposed revisions to the Complaint Procedures to the full Ethics Commission.
Publishing of Complaint Information
Mr. Rogan opened the discussion about publishing complaint information.  The pending complaints of the Ethics Commission are decided and considered in Executive Session, which are exempt from the Sunshine Law and Public Records Act until the Ethics Commission dismisses the complaint or the Ethics Commission determines whether there is probable cause to substantiate a complaint.  This year was the busiest year we have ever had dealing with complaints in the history of the Commission.  Mr. Rogan researched the procedures in place by the Florida Commission on Ethics and Florida Elections Commission. 
Ms. Miller summarized the procedures in place by the Florida Ethics Commission regarding the posting of dispositions of complaints that reach the legal stage of probable cause.  Ms. Miller recommends that we follow the procedures of the Florida Ethics Commission. The Florida Ethics Commission publishes all cases that have reached the stage of a probable cause determination. A report of the number of pending complaints could be made by the Complaints Committee Chair to the full Ethics Commission.  A summary of the status or disposition of all complaints handled by the Ethics Commission is readily available to the public in the Ethics Commission Annual Report published every year.
Mr. Rogan opened the floor for public comment on this issue.  Two citizens provided public comment (Mr. Nooney and Mr. Scott).
Public Comment:

Mr. Rogan opened the floor for general public comment a.  Two citizens provided public comment (Mr. Nooney and Mr. Scott).
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Lourdes Barboza, Executive Assistant, OECO

Date of Approval

This is a summary of the meeting and not a verbatim transcription.  A recording of these proceedings is available at http//www.coj.net/departments/ethics-office/notices,-agendas---meeting minutes.aspx
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