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Jacksonville Human Rights Commission Meeting

Tuesday, January 11, 2011
1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

	Commissioners Present:
	Cristina “Tina” Comstock

William “Casey” Bulgin

Susan Harthill, Esq.
Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Yvonne McClain

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.

Maria Taylor

Dennis Wade

Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Dottie Wilson

	Commissioners Absent:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.

Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Michael Wachholz, Chair

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Wane Duckworth, Esq. Asst. General Counsel


I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Commissioner Isabelle Lopez, Vice Chair.
II. Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance


IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Ken Middleton to approve the December 14, 2010 minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Cindy Watson.  The motion passed unanimously.

V. Old Business
There was no old business discussed.
            
VI. Committee Reports
A.  Community Relations
      Commissioner Dennis Wade stated the UNF survey on religious tolerance was 
      reviewed.  The committee discussed having a panel discussion on this topic.
      Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, will meet with WJCT to discuss a program
      and possible partners and panelists.
     
B.  Employment
      The committee has reviewed the final draft of examining the unemployment 
      disparity report.  This report will be reviewed at the February 8, 2011 meeting.    
     The committee is partnering with the First Coast Diversity Council to present a      
      brown bag information exchange panel discussion in March 2011on the topic of 
      best employment and diversity practices.  The panelists will consist of those 
      companies that were interviewed during the summer of 2010.

C.  Housing and Public Accommodations
      Commissioner Dan O’Connor, Committee Chair, stated the committee is
      concentrating on two issues.  The first is to conduct training for homeowner and 
      condominium associations on the housing laws.  This also would be a
      good way to educate the Commission on this topic.  Secondly, the committee
      would like to see a “Visitability” ordinance (where new residential homes are 
      constructed for people with disabilities and are made accessible) approval
      in Jacksonville.  
      
C.  Legislative & Rules
      Commissioner Casey Bulgin, Committee Chair, thanked those Commissioners 
      who attended the workshop conducted by the Florida Coastal School of Law
      on the topic of sexual orientation and sexual identity.    As a continuation of the 
      workshop, Commissioner Bulgin distributed a handout with various  definitions of  
      sexual orientation and gender identity for discussion

      A lengthy discussion pursued regarding the use of the words “perceived
      association with individuals who maintain such orientation” in the definition.   
      Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, stated those words are used in the
      Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and could be referenced in a fact 
      sheet that would accompany the requested ordinance change request.
      The preference seemed to be as follows:

      

      “Sexual orientation means an individual’s actual heterosexuality, homosexuality 
      or bisexuality; or the perception that an individual is heterosexual, bisexual, or   
      homosexual; or an individual’s actual or perceived association with individuals 
      who maintain such orientation.”      

      The next step is to meet with Mayor Peyton for his guidance and professional
      courtesy.  It will then be brought to the full Commission for discussion. 

D.  Communications Committee
      Commissioner Michele L. A. Rollins, Committee Chair, stated the committee is
      meeting on January 13, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.
      
VII. Executive Director’s & Staff Reports
Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, thanked Commissioner Harthill for her part
in helping the Commission obtain more mediators.

Ms. Hill stated that a new Commissioner was going through the Rules Committee process for approval to replace Mitchell Weiss.  

The Department Heads are being asked to prepare a transition document for the new administration to be elected in May 2011.   Included in this document will be the importance of the work of the commission and its survival.  Ms. Hill asked if any Commissioner had input for this documents, to email it to her attention.

The JHRC is working with the Disabled Services department to look at using the study circles process to focus on people with disabilities in the Jacksonville community.  An event is being planned for July 2011.

Lisa Stafslien, Community Outreach, introduced the JHRC volunteers and
thanked them for their assistance.

Commissioner Dan O’Connor asked whether the Commission would be
involved in a mayoral candidacy event.  Ms. Hill stated that the Jacksonville Urban League was conducting a mayoral candidates forum and asked if the Commission would want to be a part of it.  The Commission agreed that it would like to participate.

Commissioner Ken Middleton would like to hear back from the Fire Department on its progress and commitment to changes within the department.  Ms. Hill will ask Fire
Chief Mooreland to report on its progress.





VIII. Chair’s Report
A.  Nothing to report

IX. Announcements
Jan. 13, 2010 @ 3:00 p.m. – Communications Committee Meeting
Jan. 24,  2010 @ 12:15 p.m. – Community Relations Committee Meeting
Feb. 01, 2010 @ 11:00 a.m. – Employment Committee Meeting
Feb. 02, 2010 @ 11:00 a.m. – Special Legislative Committee
Feb. 03, 2010 @   2:00 p.m. – Housing and Public Accommodations Committee
Feb. 07, 2010 @  10:30 a.m. – Community Relations Committee Meeting
Feb. 08, 2010 @ 11:15 a.m. – Executive Committee
Feb. 08, 2010 @ 12:00 p.m. – Monthly JHRC Committee

X. Adjournment

    The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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