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CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA



Geographically the largest city in the continental United States,
Jacksonville is blessed with a beautiful location and an abundance of natu-
ral resources.  Jacksonville's residents have access to an extensive network
of active and passive city parks, in addition to enjoying the wealth of
preservation lands acquired through Preservation Project Jacksonville,.

Comprised of more than 300 parks on nearly 9,000 acres of land,
Jacksonville has the largest urban park system in the United States.  In fact,
Jacksonville's green space alone is bigger than many entire cities, including
Minneapolis, Boston and San Francisco!

While the sheer size of the park system is impressive, its diverse offerings
are notable as well.  Thirty-five public pools, two oceanfront parks, 130
tennis courts, 21 boat ramps and a number of athletic fields and nature
parks are included in the city's public parks.  Jacksonville is also home to a
variety of specialty parks offering disc golf, skateboarding, bicycle trails, a
BMX course and areas for radio-controlled model airplanes. From swim 
lessons or kayaking through Jacksonville's waterways to soccer or nature
trails, the city's park system has much to offer. 

While the park system's size makes it exceptional, Mayor John Peyton is
also committed to enhancing its quality.  In order to take Jacksonville's
parks from the nation's biggest to its best, the mayor is seeking to improve
access to parks, upgrade facilities, and secure nationally-recognized leader-
ship for the system.  A Parks Task Force, established in April 2004, has
aided the mayor in this mission, intensively studying Jacksonville's park
system for one year, comparing it with park systems nationwide, hearing
from recognized park experts, and seeking input from local residents.

A set of recommendations from the task force is guiding efforts to advance
the city's parks, and the mayor took several initial steps in his FY 2005-
06 budget, including funds for a number of recommended improvements.
These include enhancing amenities and making upgrades at parks across
Jacksonville and adding three parks in the city's high-growth areas.   

Jacksonville's parks and preservation lands possess unique natural, cultural
and historical resources. From ball fields to marshlands and boat ramps to
nature walks, these valuable green spaces offer countless opportunities for
recreation and entertainment. It is our responsibility to preserve, protect,
enhance and interpret those resources for the enjoyment of citizens and
visitors for years to come.  
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