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As Jacksonville prepares to take the
world stage for Super Bowl XXXIX,
there’s a lot of talk about the eco-
nomic impact the game will have on
the city.  Business and community
leaders look forward to showing off
the First Coast’s many assets to the
VIPs who attend the Super Bowl.  

Jacksonville has a great climate,
beautiful location, reasonable cost
of living, low tax burden and high
quality of life: all qualities that

appeal to businesses looking to relocate. The most important thing the First Coast has to
offer business in today’s knowledge-based economy is an educated workforce. And that’s
why Mayor John Peyton has made early literacy a cornerstone of his administration.

From kindergarten through third grade, children learn to read.  After that, they must read to
learn. Because early literacy is directly tied to school success, graduation, job potential and
higher income, the mayor contends that improving early literacy is the crucial factor in ensur-
ing both individual success and long-term regional economic growth. 

Over the course of the past year, Mayor Peyton and his team have worked with individuals
and groups throughout Duval County to create and implement a plan to enhance the early
literacy skills and school readiness of Jacksonville’s preschool children. "RALLY Jacksonville!"
as the mayor’s initiative is called, is aimed mainly at 4-year-olds, the children who will enter
kindergarten next year.

RALLY aims to make early literacy a core value in Jacksonville, improve the quality of child
care and increase the number of children who are ready for school when they begin kinder-
garten. The initiative features awareness efforts such as the Mayor’s Book Club, a million-
book giveaway and a literacy summit. It includes pilot projects to create literacy-rich environ-
ments in some of the city’s most under-served neighborhoods.  It will also undertake an
intensive effort to move childcare in Jacksonville from custodial care to early education.

As RALLY Jacksonville! is implemented over the next year, it will help our community prepare
its children to read and succeed. 

Reading Init iat ive
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