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Florida’'s Sunshine Law
Section 286.011, Florida Statutes




The Law Reqguires:

v These Meetings to be open
and accessible to the public

e * Reasonable advance notice of

the meeting

»  Written minutes of the meeting







A Public Meeting Is:

v« Meeting/Conversation/Discussion

¥ Two or more Council or Board Members

v Of the same entity

v Where a matter that is likely or
foreseeably to be considered
by that entity Is discussed




What Meetings Are Applicable?

Full Council or Board meetings

Committee or subcommittee meetings

Casual Gatherings

Chance encounters




WHO YOU CAN MEET
WITH PRIVATELY:

v« You & A Member of another Board
v You & A Staff Member

 You & A Group of Citizens

 You & Your Attorney

 You & The Mayor

v You & The Press




WHAT ABOUT LETTERS TO COUNCIL
OR BOARD MEMBERS?

Y Statement of Position -

¢ Statement of Prospective Action —

¥ Inviting a Response -

& Engaging in a dialogue -

w Perhaps keep a separate folder for the

Public and the Press and Media é}




What Else Is Applicable?

/(‘ \\% ’l * Y% Telephone Conversations

w Correspondence used to
develop a position

» Llaisons who develop a
position




Tell-tale Signs of
Potential Violations:

“My door is always open”

“Get with me after the meeting”

“l respect so-and-so, who told me in the back hall - -”
Short Notice

Cell Phone Bills

Lack of Minutes

Whispering at Meetings

Back Room Conversations
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Consequences of
Violation of the Law:

Y¢ Knowing violation — 60 days In jail (criminal
misdemeanor)

v Unintentional violation - $500 (non-criminal
penalty)

v Civil law suits




What will get the State Attorney
or a Grand Jury involved?

v« Obvious violations of
/) the law

(
¢ Pushing the envelope

» High profile issues




What will get a
Private Party to Sue?

Big Contract Award Matters

Affecting Citizens’ Property or
Civil Rights

Matters affecting Citizens’ ﬁmﬂﬂ

Neighborhoods

Matters affecting a person’s job




If It matters enough, someone will sue.

¥ v YOou or your agency may have to pay
attorneys’ fees and costs

¥ 3¢ You will be subpoenaed to give a
statement

3 3 There will be a public trial (lights,
cameras, action!)

% » Council or Board action may be
Invalidated




How will it be determined If:

Your meeting was In fact open and
accessible;

Reasonable notice of the meeting was
provided to the public.




ALL THoSe IN FANOR

OF WHAT WE DiSCusseD
§ IN OUR €-MAIL THREAD
A AND AT LARRY’S SON'S
M BiRTHDAY PARTY SAY “AYE’

T THOLGHT ;
THIS MEETING
WAS OPEN? P
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