Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

Date:  February 28th, 2011
Time:  5:00 p.m.

Present: 
Paola Parra, Chairperson, Leon Carrero, Jose Paredes, Michele Snow, Ricardo Bedoya, Idania Rojas Gropper, Nancy Alvarez-Hernandez, 
Staff Present: Ana Andreu
Welcome:  Paola Parra called the meeting to order, and established quorum. 
Minute Approval
A motion to approve minutes from the meeting held on January 31st, 2011 was made and seconded.  Minutes were approved by the Board.

Committee Reports
New heads of committees were proposed and accepted.

Health & Welfare – Ed Perez

Public Safety – Michele De La Fuente Snow

Faith Based Community – Jose Paredes
Education – Idania Rojas Gropper
Public Relations/Economic Development – Nancy Alvarez-Hernandez
Cultural Events – Paul Martinez
Fundraising Committee – Leon Carrero

Legal/Government Affairs – Ricardo Bedoya
Old Business
Review of the Website – 


Background page – no comments

Members – needs to be updated once the vote is in for Vice Chair and Secretary
Links – the links need to be reviewed to determine if the agencies are still active.  The members will e-mail any suggestions regarding links for the website.  The Links should include name of the organization, website, contact person, phone, e-mail and a description of what the organization is, or what it has to offer.


Message from the Mayor page – no comments
Meetings page – include the Achieving the Dream Scholarship luncheon (date TBD), and Health Fair (date TBD) to the Upcoming Events.  Also include any Special Guests next to the dates of the meetings.

Flyer – the board feels that the flyer should be a letter form the Mayor inviting the Hispanic Community to contact the board.
Invitation to the Mayor – It was agreed to invite the Mayor on a bi-annual basis. 
Action – Paola will draft an invitation letter for the Mayor to attend the April meeting.
New Business

Reports to the Mayor – the Board would like to present the Mayor with a quarterly or bi annual report.
Achieving the Dream Scholarship


Event subcommittee (Idania, Nancy, Paola and Ed) proposed dates for the luncheon are 9/30/11 or 10/7/11. They are still searching for a keynote speaker. They are gathering quotes for the venue, which might be the Hyatt again. 

Selection subcommittee (Michele, Paola, and Ed) the subcommittee presented the board with the changes to the application that came out of the meeting with the Chamber. After the discussion, the Board is proposing some changes to the Chamber’s proposal, what the MHAAB agreed to is:
· Opening the scholarship to freshman students.

· GPA should be 3.0 instead of 3.5

· 3 year of First Coast residency
· Applicant much be at least a third generation Hispanic

· Essay should be 500 words

· Academic Transcripts and grades 30%
· Honors and Awards 10%

· Extracurricular Activities 20%

· Essay 20%

· Financial Need 20%
The Economic Development Committee was created and Nancy was appointed as the chair.  This committee will be paired with the Public Relations Committee.

Meeting with Charlene Hill, Executive Director of Jacksonville Human Rights Commission.  Michelle and Idania met with Charlene Hill to coordinate with UNF a needs assessment for the Hispanic Community.  Dr. Jeffry Will works for CCI at UNF.  Dr. Will is looking for a partnership to fund his study on the Hispanic Community.  Director Hill would like to attend the Board’s meeting in April.
Action – confirm with JHRC Charlene’s attendance.
Tabled topics: Vote for vice chair, and secretary. Once the Vice Chair and Secretary are elected, the Board would like to have a press release to introduce the members to the Community.

Public Comment: The public was given two minutes for their public comment.
Next Meeting

Next Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting will be on 3/21/11 at 5:00 p.m.

Meeting Adjourned

Minutes Prepared by:  Ana Andreu, Administrative Assistant   
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