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When you purchase a bond, you lend money to 
the issuing entity and earn a specified rate of 

interest when the bond matures or comes due.

Assets that can generally be converted to 
cash quickly, such as money market deposit 

accounts and money market funds.

ASSET CLASSES

STOCKS

BONDS

CASH ALTERNATIVES

Risk/Reward

Diversification
Mixing your investments among different 

types of funds can help you ride out dips in 
the market over the long term.

Asset allocation

A stock is a share in the ownership of a 
company and represents a claim on the 

company’s assets and earnings.

Measuring the amount of risk you want to take 
while remaining comfortable with your 

investments is very important and can vary as your 
situation changes or as you approach retirement. 

Investing your money in different asset classes 
can help you balance your risk based on your 

risk tolerance and when you plan to retire.

Learn more about investing
N O W  I S  A  G O O D  T I M E

Asset allocation and diversification does not ensure a profit and does not protect against loss in declining markets.
Core securities, when offered, are offered through GWFS Equities, Inc. and/or other broker-dealers.
GWFS Equities, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company. Empower Retirement refers to the products and services offered in the 
retirement markets by Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company (GWL&A), Corporate Headquarters: Greenwood Village, CO; Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company of New York, 
Home Office: NY, NY; and their subsidiaries and affiliates. Representatives of Empower Retirement do not offer or provide investment, fiduciary, financial, 
legal or tax advice, or act in a fiduciary capacity, for any client unless explicitly described in writing. Please consult with your investment advisor, attorney and/or tax advisor as needed. 
The trademarks, logos, service marks and design elements used are owned by their respective owners and are used by permission. ©2017 Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company. All 
rights reserved. AM84802-0117

Understanding the basics of investing can help you minimize risk and make smarter choices.

What everyone needs to know about investing
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