
The majority of lands owned and/or
managed by the St. Johns River Water
Management District use existing roads
or fire lines, maintained primarily for
land management activities, as trails.
Maintenance activities (e.g., harrowing fire
lines) will temporarily cause the surface
of these areas to be uneven or to have
unstable soils.

All trails are designated “multiple use”
for hiking, bicycling and horseback riding
unless otherwise noted. Multiuse trails will
be marked with a 4-inch diamond, with
double diamonds indicating a change in
direction. These are your trails, for your
pleasure and enjoyment. Please be
courteous to other trail users and use
trail etiquette.

Plan ahead. Many of the trails are “back
country trails” where you may not
encounter another trail user or find shelter
from the weather. Plan accordingly for
your safety!
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• Many trails offer no shade or shelter,
so be prepared for sun, excessive heat
or sudden thunderstorms. Make sure
you have plenty of water, snacks,
sunscreen and insect repellent.

• Many District lands are wildlife
management areas (WMAs) where
hunting occurs. Please check for hunting
dates and areas before using trails.

• Although most District lands do not
permit motorized vehicular access,
you may occasionally encounter staff
vehicles and equipment.

The District and City of Jacksonville hope
you have an enjoyable trail experience.

Hikers yield to equestrians, and bicyclists
yield to both.

Let a horse and rider know of your
presence (to avoid spooking horse or
rider). Equestrian users, please ride single
file in one track (in both directions) on
two-track trails to leave the other track firm
and stable for other users.

Keep dogs on a leash.

Animal and plant life are protected. Do
not kill, trap or molest any mammal, bird,
reptile or amphibian. Do not pick, cut,
carve, break off limbs from, or mutilate
any plant life.

Pack it in, pack it out. Leave only the
minimum trace of your travels on the
trail and take only memories.

Thomas
Creek

CONSERVATIONAREA

TRAIL USE COMFORT AND SAFETYTRAIL ETIQUETTE

WhentheDistrictbuysland,thebenefits
arefar-reachingforthepublic.TheDistrict’s
maingoalofbuyinglandistoprotectthe
waterresourceswithin,adjoiningor
beneaththeland’sboundaries.

Beyondmeetingthatgoal,Districtland
purchasespreservepartof“natural”
Floridaforthestate’sfuturegenerations.

Inaddition,puttinglandintopublic
ownershipprotectswildlifeandplant
habitat,opensthelandforrecreationand
providesaplaceforenvironmental
education.

Ninety-eightpercentofthelandthe
Districtbuysisopentothepublicfor
activitiesthatarecompatiblewith
conservation.Someofthepopularuses
includehiking,biking,wildlifeviewing,
horsebackriding,canoeing,camping,
hunting,fishingandpicnicking.Just
2percentoftheDistrict’slandsare
closed,duetoongoingconstructionor
conservationprojects.

Toinformthepublicofrecreationaland
educationalopportunities,theDistrict
erectsentrancesignsandinformational
kiosks.TheDistrictalsopublishesits
RecreationGuidetoDistrictLands,afreeguide
tothepublicproperties,whichincludes
mapsandinformationabouteach
property.Theguideisavailablebycalling
(800)RALLY-22;anonlineversionis
availableatwww.sjrwmd.com/recreationguide/
index.html.

PURCHASINGLANDTRAILGUIDE

ThispropertyisanexampleofhowtheSt.Johns
RiverWaterManagementDistrictworkswith
localgovernmentsandotheragenciesto

purchaseproperties.TheCityofJacksonville
partnerswiththeDistrictinmanagingthis
property.Ifyouhavequestionsregardingthe
managementofthisproperty,pleasedirect
themthroughthecontactinformationbelow.
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Activities allowed on property
• Wildlife viewing
• Hiking
• Bicycling
• Horseback ridingTrail Guide

Thomas Creek
Conservation Area

Thomas Creek trails
White blaze — W
Yellow blaze — Y
Red blaze connector — R


