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Tallahassee City Streets 

Source: Philadelphia, PA: Thomas, Cowpwerthwait & Co, 1850  
Map Credit: Courtesy of the Special Collections Department, University of South Florida. 

Gaines Street 

Monroe Street 

State Capital 

1845 

1902 

HISTORY 
 1821 – Florida ceded by 

Spain to the U.S. 
 1823 – Capital site selected 
 1824 -  City of Tallahassee 

established 
 1830 – Tallahassee R/R 

constructed 
 1845 Capitol opened 
 1861-1865 Civil War 



3 Source: Henry Wellge, LC Panoramic maps (2nd ed.), 118 (Milwaukee, WI: Norris, Wellge & Co., 1885) 118 
Map Credit: Courtesy of the Library of Congress 

State Capital 

1902 

Gaines Street 

Monroe Street 

Railroad 
Station 



Gaines Street 4 
Source: James Wynne, LC Panoramic maps 
(2nd ed.), 119 (, : n.p., 1926) 119 
Map Credit: Courtesy of the Library of 
Congress 

Railroad  
Station 



Gaines Street 5 

Gaines Street behind the Caldwell Building 



Gaines Street 6 

1975 – Capitol Building Under Construction 
Source: Florida Photographic Collection 
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Gaines Street 
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 1991 – PD&E study started by FDOT then put on 
hold. 

 

 

Gaines Street 
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 1991 – PD&E study started by 
FDOT then put on hold. 

 1992 – City appoints a 
Revitalization Committee. 

 1993 – PD&E study is re-
initiated by FDOT. 

 1994 – Initial Charrette & 
Corridor Design Studio 

 

Gaines Street 



13 Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & 
Redevelopment Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street Revitalization 
Plan  

 

 

Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & 
Redevelopment Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street 
Revitalization Plan 

 Jun 2003 – MPO asks FDOT to STOP the Design 

 Jan 2004 – MPO issues formal request to FDOT to 
transfer Gaines Street to City 

 2004 – Penny Sales Tax collects it’s first $$$ 

 Mar 2005 – FDOT proposes to transfer several 
roadways to City 

Gaines Street 



16 

• Multiple Roadways 
Involved 

• R/W Maps were poor 
or did not exist. 

• Maintained R/W 
Maps were prepared. 

• Very long process 
which requires 
patience. 

Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & 
Redevelopment Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street 
Revitalization Plan 

 Mar 2005 – FDOT proposes to transfer roadway to 
City 

 Mar 2005 – Capital Cascade Trail Master Plan 

 March 2006 – Independent Workshop Conducted  

 

 

Gaines Street 
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Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & Redevelopment 
Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street Revitalization 
Plan 

 Mar 2005 – FDOT proposes to transfer roadway to City 

 Mar 2006 – Independent Workshop Conducted 

 Apr 2006 – Gaines Street Feasibility Study Completed  

 Feb 2008 – Site Contamination Investigation 

 Jun 2008 – City adopts 2-lane / 2-way cross section 

 Jul 2008 – Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment 

 

 Gaines Street 
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Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & Redevelopment 
Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street Revitalization 
Plan 

 Mar 2005 – FDOT proposes to transfer roadway to City 
 Mar 2005 – Capital Cascade Trail Master Plan 
 Mar 2006 – Independent Workshop Conducted  
 Feb 2008 – Site Contamination Investigation 
 Jul 2008 – Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment 
 Oct 2008 – FAMU Way Preliminary Engineering 

Report 
 Mar 2009 – Gaines Street Roadway Design kicked off 
 2009-2010 – Water & Sanitary Sewer Reconstruction 

 
 
 

Gaines Street 
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 Sep 2000 – Designated Urban Infill & 
Redevelopment Area 

 Nov 2000 – City adopts Gaines Street Revitalization 
Plan 

 Mar 2005 – FDOT proposes to transfer roadway to 
City 

 Mar 2005 – Capital Cascade Trail Master Plan 
 Mar 2006 – Independent Workshop Conducted  
 Feb 2008 – Site Contamination Investigation 
 Jul 2008 – Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment 
 Oct 2008 – FAMU Way Preliminary Engineering 

Report 
 Mar 2009 – Roadway Design kicked off 
 2009-2010 – Water & Sanitary Sewer Reconstruction 
 2009 – Urban Design Guidelines Adopted 

 
 
 

Gaines Street 
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Gaines Street 
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 Evoke a sense of place 

 Enrich the public realm 

 Put pedestrians first 

 Build to human scale 

 Fit the neighborhood 

 Frame the street 

 Add rhythm and pattern 

 Entertain the eye 

Gaines Street 
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Gaines Street 
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1. Create a Sense of Place 

2. Provide Walkable Corridor 

3. Beautify the Corridor 

4. Encourage Economic Development 

5. Remove/Relocate Overhead Utilities 

6. Anticipate the Future 

7. Minimize Construction Costs 

8. Get it Done Quick! 

Gaines Street 
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 Limited Right of Way 

Gaines Street 
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 Limited Right of Way 

 Major Intersections 

 Undersized & Crumbling Storm Sewer 

Gaines Street 
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 Limited Right of Way 

 Major Intersections 

 Undersized & Crumbling Storm Sewer 

 Concerned Business & Property owners 

 Maintain Business Access 

Gaines Street 
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 Limited Right of Way 

 Major Intersections 

 Undersized & Crumbling Storm Sewer 

 Concerned Business & Property owners 

 Maintain Business Access 

 Multiple Driveways 

 Communications Duct Banks 

 Minimize Pavement Impacts 

Gaines Street 
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Gaines Street 
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Enhanced business access, improved sidewalks, overhead 

power lines removed 



33 
Improved business access with on-street parking, wide 

sidewalks, seat walls,  and landscaping 



34 
Business façade enhancement 



35 BEFORE 
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Overhead power line removed, intersection enhancements, 

new private development 



37 
Overhead power line removed, intersection enhancements, 

new private development 
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Landmark tree preservation and public art 



39 
Reduced travel lanes, Added/Expanded sidewalks 
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Gaines Street 



43 
Gaines Street 
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Bioswale Stormwater Treatment 
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Bioswale Stormwater Treatment 



46 
Bioswale Stormwater Treatment 
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Wide Sidewalks with Seat walls and Mid-block Crosswalks 



48 
Landscaped Median and On-street Parking 
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On-street Parking  and Granite Paver Median Breaks 
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Wide Tree Lined Sidewalks 
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Public Seating and Gathering Places 
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Custom Bus Stops 
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LED Street Lights and Granite Paver Median Breaks 
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New Student Housing with Ground Floor Retail 
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