


ÅCommercial value: 

ïLanded 2,524,895 lbs in 2009 (all of Florida) 

ïDrastically decreased in 1996 

»  150+ lbs per trip pre 1996 

» 45-55 lbs per trip after 1996 

ïDuval County 

» 10% of Atlantic coast portion 

» {ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎ 



ÅDue to poor water quality data, all oyster beds in Duval 
County are closed for legal harvesting 

 

ÅThere is strong public interest in restoring oyster harvesting 
in Duval County 

 

ÅFundamental questions: 
ς What happened to the oyster beds? 

ς What will it take to restore them? 



PROJECT: Gain Insight into Crassostrea 

virginica in Three Creeks in Northeast Florida 

 

1. Does the macro-invertebrate community vary 
between creeks? 
 

2. Has the macro-invertebrate community changed 
over time? 
 

3. Is there sustainable larva recruitment for restoration 
purposes? 
 

4. How has the physical location of each creek 
changed over time? 



Clapboard Creek 

Sisters Creek  

Pumpkin Hill Creek 



Å1 site per creek, 1.5 

hours near low tide. 

 

Å0.25 m2 quadrat  

(N = 3 per site) 

 

Å5% buffered 

formalin and       

70% isopropanol 

 

Å2008 samples were 

collected by JU in a JU-

TNC collaboration study. 



Å1 site per creek,  

 within 1.5 hours of low tide. 

 

Å0.25 m2 quadrat  

 (N = 5 per site) 

 

ÅDepth between 0.3 ð 1.0 m 

at low tide 

 

ÅSet for 6 months 

 



ÅAerial photos from 1943, 

1960, 1990 and 2010. 

 

ÅGeoreferenced in ArcMap 

10.2.2 (digitized at     

1:3,000 m scale) 

 

ÅTidal range with 1 hour of 

low tide. 

 

 


